On Tuesday morning there should be an opportunity to go on another tour of another bit of CERN, and a good opportunity to ask questions concerning the allocated group tasks.  Tuesday afternoon will be a chance for individuals to visit sites in Geneva town, such as the Red Cross Museum, and the United Nations HQ.  This will be a free afternoon, and party members will be expected to be back at CERN by 1800 hours at the latest.  Tuesday evening will be a time for students to explain to others what they have found out (or not) about work being done at CERN.  Wednesday will be a reasonably free day which could be spent around Geneva, and having lunch in town before leaving for the airport around late afternoon.

Members of the party need to realise that the weather in and above Geneva during mid-February can be anything from very cold, wet and snowy, to fine and warm.  Be prepared for the worst – coat, gloves, and proper shoes (not trainers for hill strolling) will be expected.  IT IS VITAL THAT PASSPORTS ARE NOT LEFT IN LUGGAGE OR IN ROOMS.  PASSPORTS WILL BE REQUIRED AT ALL TIMES DURING THIS TRIP SO THEY MUST BE CARRIED AT ALL TIMES.  (Students should not do what a participant did in 2001, and decide to take a walk into France (200 yards from CERN) and back before breakfast without a passport.  He jumped over the line into France, and there he stayed until lunch.)

CERN Hostel always says that guests are required to bring their own soap and towels.  However, I have never seen an absence of either.  Therefore, if a small towel and mini bar of soap is packed by all, we shouldn’t suffer too much, if at all.  Mobile phones are always extremely useful and I recommend that if individuals have phones, they should enable them for use in mainland Europe and bring them along.  Electric power points in Switzerland are not the usual European type.  Special Swiss adapters are required.  If people want to recharge their mobile phones, battery key ring types will have to be used.  (I have a Swiss adapter which can be used, but since I seem to lose one of these every time I lend it out, I can now only recharge phones if people leave phones with me.) Re. cash, I may be able to change small amounts from one currency into another, if people find themselves disadvantaged.  However, the exchange rate I use may not be beneficial.

As mentioned in the introductory letter, all members of the party should obtain a European Health Insurance Card, which should be handed in to Dr. Khand this week, by Wednesday morning at the latest.  Dr. Khand will give them back right at the end of the trip when we have returned to Gatwick.  Passports will be the responsibility of party members and must be carried at all times. 

Our land-line contact details in Geneva are:

+41 22 7674481 CERN Hostel (phone)

+41 22 7673800 CERN Hostel (fax)

In case of problems developing during the trip, parents can phone my UK number (07092290510) and they will get through to us, or they can send a short text message to 0041797126347.   For all of the trip members in Geneva, my number for both phoning and texting is 0041797126347.

I hope that this information is clear. If you have any queries please contact me at school.  The web site http://www.geocities.com/joneshrs/CERN.html will have on it all the information re. this trip, including letters sent to you.  I try to put as much information there as possible, including details during the trip such as whether our return flight is delayed, or whatever.  Please check details on this web page right up until the time of departure to Gatwick North. 

We had a briefing regarding the trip on Thursday 29th January, and minutes of this meeting can be found on the web page mentioned above.

Yours sincerely,
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Hugh Jones

SAFETY NOTICE

· You need to be aware that CERN advises visitors of the following:

There is a potential danger for people with pacemakers, hearing aids etc. in areas of high magnetic field.

If you are claustrophobic, please note that a small lift may be used to access some experiments.

You may have to walk up and down several flights of stairs, which could be tiring.

It is inadvisable to wear uncomfortable shoes during visits.

People wearing open shoes, sandals or high heels will not be allowed access to experimental areas.
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