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� DATE  \@ "d-MMM-yy"  \* MERGEFORMAT �3-Nov-08�








Dear Parents,





Proposed Physics Department trip to CERN, Geneva. February 2009





For the last fifteen years or so, the Physics Department has been taking some senior sixth boys to visit the particle accelerators at either CERN, Geneva or at DESY, Hamburg during the Reserve Days and/or half term in February.  This trip has been of interest to students taking the Edexcel A2 level modules and for those taking the second year of the Advancing Physics course.  CERN is involved in research into the nature of the basic forces and fundamental particles, and has facilities to make this knowledge available to the pupils in this age group. Visits like this have proved mentally stimulating and enjoyable. We usually share the trip with the City of London School for Girls.





I hope to run a trip to Geneva next February.  We shall probably travel (by air or train) to Geneva early on Sunday 8/2/09, and return on Wednesday 11/2/09. If travelling by air, it is likely that we shall have to make Heathrow or Gatwick very early on that Sunday morning, before the tube lines open!  The three nights will probably be spent in the CERN Hostel on campus; meals are taken at the CERN canteens.





The Sunday will be a free day, apart from travelling.  Monday (9th) will be spent visiting parts of CERN, and finding out what progress is being made on the LHC (Large Hadron Collider). We will also be looking into, among other things, the work done on neutrinos and the research into the behaviour of anti-Hydrogen. Tuesday will be spent looking around the museum and trying to find answers to some of the questions posed during the Monday tour.





The School’s Physics Department will be subsidising the trip, and so the cost to participants will be £265 (depending on the availability of cheap flights). The cost is expected to cover travel and lodging but NOT food.  [Main meals in the canteen are about CHF15 each so an estimate for the minimum amount of cash to bring for food alone would be in the region of CHF120 – about £65]





So that I can get moving on enquiring about flights, please complete the reply slip attached and include a cheque- made payable to Corporation of London (CLS)-for the full amount plus any written questions you may have concerning the trip.  Places on the trip are severely limited, and the order in which full replies and cheques are received could well be significant.  (Please in any case reply by Friday 7/11/09.)  The cheques will not be cashed until we have secured both the flights and the accommodation and please note that no places can be guaranteed and that it is possible that some people who want to go may be left disappointed, whereupon cheques will be returned in those cases!





I should be in contact with you again soon.





Yours sincerely,





� EMBED PBrush ���


Hugh Jones
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