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Casablanca


Title: Casablanca

Text Type: Film

Directed by: Sam Curtiz

Produced by: Hal Wallis

Based on the play: “Everybody Comes to Rick's” written by Murray Burnett

Edited to screenplay by: Howard Koch, Casey Robinson and the Epstein twins


The concept of the journey is clearly demonstrated in the film “Casablanca” through use of film techniques, and relates closely to our core text of “Immigrant Chronicle” by Peter Skrzynecki.


The purpose of “Casablanca” was primarily to entertain viewers. Casablanca also aimed at educating viewers on the journeys that people took to escape the Nazis.


The intended audience of “Casablanca” was Adults, hence the rating “M“ for Adult Themes. It is a love story, and there are a few scenes of violence and murder. Casablanca is now regarded as a classic, and appeals to a worldwide audience.


The film is set in French Morocco, during World War II. There are people from all over Europe trying to escape the havoc of war. The languages spoken are German, French, and American English. Most of the film is made up of dialogue, spoken in English primarily.


The film “Casablanca” is set in the town of Casablanca, Morocco where refugees fleeing the Nazis are staying while awaiting visas to get them to America where they will be free. The film starts when “Two German couriers carrying important official documents [were] murdered on train from Oran” these documents were ‘letters of transit’ which could be used to get anyone into America “Cannot be rescinded, not even questioned”. These letters get given to ‘Rick’ - a bar owner in Casablanca, for safekeeping. Later, Victor Laszlo - a heroic Czech freedom fighter arrives in Casablanca on his way to America. It turns out that Laszlo is married to Rick’s former lover Ilsa Lund who previously ‘jilted’ him. Laszlo attempts to buy the transit letters off Rick, who refuses because of Ilsa, but later has a change of heart and sends Laszlo and Ilsa on their way to America and shoots a police officer after deciding “The problems of three little people don't amount to a hill of beans in this crazy world”.


The film uses many techniques to represent the aspects of the journey. At the start of the film, there is a view of a globe, then the camera starts panning over the route which would have been taken by the refugees trying to get to America. While the camera is panning, the map fades halfway to show the people on their journey to America. This shows us the enormity of the journey these people had to make. Also the irony when the local steals6 the Englishman's wallet while warning him “Be on guard. This place is full of vultures, vultures everywhere, everywhere.” shows the mentality of the people which live in Casablanca. The theme song “When time goes by” is central to the film, and helps create the atmosphere between Illsa and Rick.


“Casablanca” closely relates to “Immigrant Chronicle” through its themes and ideas which are presented. Both texts are about immigrants escaping their old lives for chances at a better one. Also, both texts show that the journeys being taken by the migrants give them a chance to get out what is on their mind – for Ilsa, she gets the chance to tell Rick how she feels about him, and why she left him. For Rick, it gives him the chance to express his true “rank sentimentalist” self, and for the migrants in Immigrant Chronicle, it give them a chance to reflect on their old lives, and speak as free men.


“Casablanca” is profoundly related to journeys. It shows that the journeys made can affect many people – not only the individual journeyman – Ilsa's journey affects both her and Rick emotionally, and gives them a chance to settle old unresolved tensions between them. Her journey also leads Ugarte to his death. When people make journeys, they also take many risks, and face many uncertainities. When Ilsa comes with Laszlo to Casablanca, they are uncertain about how, or even if they will escape to America, they are also uncertain about Victor's safety. Victor risks his life staying in Casablanca, and Ilsa risks hers for staying with him.


In conclusion, “Casablanca” is film with themes and motifs profoundly related to the concept of journeys. These ideas are conveyed through use of many film and language techniques, and the ideas conveyed share many similarities with the poems of “Immigrant Chronicle”.

The Curly Pyjama Letters

Title: The Curly Pyjama Letters

Text Type: Book

Produced by: Michael Leunig


The concept of journeys is clearly demonstrated in the collection of letters in the book “The Curly Pyjama Letters” by Michael Leunig. The concept of journeys is clearly demonstrated through use of various language techniques such as metaphors, similes and symbolism.


The purpose of “The Curly Pyjama Letters” is to entertain, but also to comment on various aspects of human behaviour through use of satire.


The intended audience of the book is any age group – the pictures can be entertaining for young children and older people. The letters too are written in simple language that children will understand, but there are also inner themes which older people would understand.


The vocabulary a common language style to both Vasco Pyjama and Curly which can be described as “Naive Formal, Mock Victorian, Reserved Romantic or Quaint Melodramatic” “Were it a spoken language it would sound affected, perhaps, but in the written form it is clearly a language of unique personal protocol, as is often found in conversations between creative and intelligent minds in awe of life's complex grandeur, beauty and pathos”.


“The Curly Pyjama Letters” is a collection of letters from Vasco Pyjama to Curly, and Curly's replies to Vasco. Vasco is on a journey, following his “direction finding duck (a sort of living compass which, according to Vasco, 'always points toward new joys')” Along Vasco's journey, he learns much about himself and humanity. At the end of his journey, he falls in love.


There are many techniques used in “The Curly Pyjama Letters”. The whole book is a satire on human behavior – when Vasco discovers what a burden it is to be clever, and when he contemplates the reason people enjoy watching people hurting each other in games like football, while they themselves do not wish to take part. At first, when Vasco is setting off, he tells Curly that he feels safe because he is being protected by his “gargling angel” this pun add a humorous tone, and shows the confident mood Vasco is leaving in. There is also many illustrations throughout the book. When Vasco is talking about his sadness, and describes it as “well rounded”, there is a picture of him sitting on a large round boulder with a sad expression under a dark nights sky. This picture helps create vivid imagery, and the pun on “well rounded” adds humor.


“The Curly Pyjama Letters” shares many similar and contrasting themes with “Immigrant Chronicle” by Peter Skrzynecki. In both texts, the journeymen are setting off in search of a better life. Peter and his family are searching for a life without so much suffering. Vasco on the other hand, is content before his journey, but he wishes to go in search of “new joys” through is own free will, and it is not forced upon him as Peter's is. Both people during their journeys feel lonely. Vasco feels lonely because he is all alone with his direction finding duck. Peter feels lonely, because he feels all alone. Both Peter and Vasco wish to return home. Peter longs to go back to Poland, and feels as if it is calling him “We will meet before you die”. Vasco's reasons however are not so demanding, he wants to go back simply because he thinks “it would be lovely to be back”, and feels no obligation to get there in a hurry.


“The Curly Pyjama Letters” is all about Vasco Pyjama's physical journey “in search of new joys”. Vasco travels all over, including “The Wobbly Place”, a football game, before he returns home to Curly flat. During his physical journey,  Vasco also experiences an inner journey, and learns many things about human behaviour, which helps him grow as a person. Vasco learns to embrace his stupidity as a “marvellous and enjoyable thing”, and about the burdens of being clever. He learns about the reasons people enjoy watching others get hurt in games such as football, and when he visits “The Wobbly Place”, he learns that there is no disappointment of the ground always being wobbly, since “there is no expectation of firmness”.


In conclusion, “The Curly Pyjama Letters” by Michael Leunig is deeply related to the concept of journeys, and shares many similar and contrasting ideas with the poems of “Immigrant Chronicle” by Peter Skrzynecki. These ideas are conveyed through use of language techniques and illustrations.

Reflection Statement

Throughout my research on my texts “Casablanca” and “The Curly Pyjama Letters”, I looked up many other resources to help me write my responses. For the film “Casablanca”, it was relatively easy to find resources, since it is regarded as a classic film. From the local library, i managed to find the script for the film, two“Behind the Scenes” books, and a book called “Round up the usual suspects” - the making of Casablanca. I also used the Internet for research, and found several fan sites and sites with reviews of the film. The copy of the film we had on DVD, which also contained lots of extras including a documentary of the making of Casablanca.

“The Curly Pyjama Letters” is not as well known and highly regarded as Casablanca, and therefore it was a lot harder to find resources. Therefore, there were no books written about it, or study guides. I searched for information on the Internet, and managed to find many book reviews, especially as the book is not very old. They books had good summary's of the text, but not much more information on the text. There was also lots of information on the author, Michael Leunig, and many other works of his.
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