Communication systems depend on various types of software. Each type of software has a particular purpose.

1 Device driver

Software is sometimes written specifically for using data from a specialized input device or for sending data to a specialized output device. This type of software is called a device driver. Three examples are: a printer driver, a mouse driver and a video driver.

2 Wordprocessor

A wordprocessor, or text editor, is another type of useful software. If a user wants to send an electronic message, he or she must first create the message on wordprocessor and then send it using the computer.

3. Network software

Network software controls the data and messages that are being sent over a LAN. Two examples of commonly used network software are Novell and Lantastic. This type of software controls the data flow. 

4. Communication software

Communication software is needed for communication over a WAN. In order for two computers to communicate over a WAN, the sender and receiver have to agree on specific communication rules. This software allows the user to set up these standards, or this protocol.


Other software may be useful as a tool once communication is established.

Browser software, such as netscape or Mosaic is necessary for viewing the hypertext that’s used on the Internet. Other software allows video and sound to be created and transmitted on the Internet using advanced compression techniques

