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Intoduction
 Andhra Pradesh was formed on 1st November 1956 under the States’ reorganization scheme. It is the fifth largest State with an area of 2,76,754 sq. km, accounting for 8.4 % of India’s territory. The State has the longest coastline (972 km) among all the States in India. 

Andhra Pradesh lies between 12o41' and 22o longitude and 77o and 84o40' latitude. Madhya Pradesh and Orissa in the north, the Bay of Bengal in the east, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka in the south and Maharashtra in the west, bind it. Andhra Pradesh is the fifth largest state in India and it forms the major link between the north and the south of India. It is the biggest and most populous state in the south of India. 
Andhra Pradesh is endowed with a variety of physiographic features ranging from high hills, undulating plains to a coastal deltaic environment, for its most revered temple, Tirupati. There are ruins, palaces, museums, and ports apart from the sacred Tirupati, where one can leave one’s prayers to be answered at the Food Bowl of the South’.

	At a Glance…

Area: 2,76,754 sq. km.
Capital: Hyderabad
Languages: Telugu and Urdu
Districts: 23
Population: 73,508,854
Males: 33,723,738
Females: 32,781,116
Literacy: 45.11 %
Religion: Hinduism (89.13%), Islam (8.90%), Christianity (1.82%), Others (0.15%)

Urbanization Ratio: 26.89%
Per Capita Income: 10,590 (at current prices in 1997-98)
Best Time to Visit: October to March
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Administrative Setup (See Map Above)
	Item 
	1961 
	1971 
	1981 
	1991 
	1998 

	Districts 
	20 
	21 
	23 
	23 
	23 

	Revenue Divisions 
	N.A. 
	N.A. 
	69 
	74 
	79 

	Tehsils 
	189 
	195 
	195 
	N.A. 
	N.A. 

	Mandals 
	N.A. 
	N.A. 
	N.A. 
	1106 
	1123 

	Inhabited Villages 
	27084 
	27221 
	27379 
	26586 
	26586 

	Un-inhabited Villages 
	1913 
	2207 
	1902 
	1414 
	1414 

	Towns 
	223 
	224 
	252 
	264 
	264 

	Source: Commissioner of Land Revenue, Govt. of A.P. Hyderabad 


Physical Regions

There are three main regions in Andhra Pradesh: -

(1) Northern Circars or coastal Andhra comprising Srikakulam, Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari, Krishna, Guntur, Ongole and Nellore districts.

(2) Rayalaseema or Ceded districts comprising Kurnool, Cuddapah, Chittoor and Anantapur districts.

(3) Telangana comprising Khammam, Nalgonda, Warangal, Karimnagar, Medak, Nizamabad, Aadilabad, Mahbubnagar and Hyderabad districts. The Circars or Coastal districts are well developed and enjoy a greater degree of affluence than the other two regions; Rayalaseema is close to the coastal districts and here rainfall is less than in the coastal districts and drought conditions prevail sometimes, and the Telangana region is of the former princely state of Nizam's Hyderabad, which is close to Maharashtra's Marathwada region and some parts of Karnataka.
Population

	Item
	1961
	1971
	1981
	1991
	2001

	Total (In thousands)
	35983
	43503
	53550
	66508
	75727

	Males  (In thousands)
	18161
	22009
	27109
	33725
	38286

	Females  (In thousands)
	17822
	21494
	26441
	32783
	37441

	Rural (In thousands)
	29709
	35100
	41062
	48621
	55224

	Urban (In thousands)
	6274
	8403
	12488
	17887
	20503

	Scheduled Castes  (In thousands)
	4974
	5775
	7962
	10592
	 

	Scheduled Tribes    (In thousands)
	1324
	1658
	3176
	4199
	 

	Density of Population (per sq. km)
	131
	157
	195
	242
	275

	Literacy Rate (%)
	21.2
	24.6
	29.9
	44.1
	61.11

	Sex Ratio (Females per 1000 Males)
	981
	977
	975
	972
	978

	Percentage of Urban Population
	17.4
	19.3
	23.3
	26.9
	27.08

	Source: Director, Census Operations, A.P. Hyderabad
 Directorate of Economics and Statistics, Hyderabad


Geography
The state is dotted with hill ranges from the north to the south, running erratically down the middle of the country dividing it into western and eastern or coastal Andhra. These hills form integral geographical entities of Andhra life and history. In the north, there are Simhachalam and Annavaram hills, in the middle country there are the Srisailam hill ranges and in the south are the Tirumalai-Tirupati hills. The state has two great rivers, Godavari and Krishna, which spring from the Western Ghats in Maharashtra and flow eastward and joins the Bay of Bengal. The Godavari enters the state of Andhra Pradesh direct from Maharashtra, but the Krishna first goes to Karnataka where it flows for a considerable distance before entering Andhra Pradesh. Besides these two big rivers, there are the Tungabhadra, the Pennar and many other small rivers and rivulets. Pennar originates in the Karnataka plateau. Like all the peninsular rivers and even those, which arise in central India, like the Narmada, Sone and Chambal, all these are rain fed rivers, as there is no snow below the Himalayas. Andhra Pradesh has considerable topographical variations with dense forest in the northeast, flat paddy lands in the coastal plains, several noteworthy beaches along the coast.

Climate 

The climate is generally hot and humid. The summer temperatures vary from 20°C to 40°C, while in winter it is between 13°C and 32°C. The southwest monsoons play a major role in determining the climate of the state. The northeast monsoons are responsible for about one-third of the total rainfall in Andhra Pradesh. 

Flora and Fauna 

Andhra Pradesh has a wide variety of wildlife and natural beauty. As one travels in the state, one can find diverse landscapes-from a lush coastal area to a dry deciduous forest to a mangrove belt. The state is home to India's largest tiger reserve, in the Nallamai forest. The Godavari river delta is famous for reptiles like the salt-water crocodile, fishing cats and other exotic animals. India's largest pelican refuge at Kolleru Lake, which is also a haven for migrating birds, is an important tourist site.

History 

Andhra Pradesh is said to have been the home of the Pre- Dravidian dark coloured inhabitants. Andhra region witnessed the rule of Chandragupta Maurya during which it established itself as an independent kingdom. After Ashoka, the Mauryan empire declined giving opportunity to establish smaller kingdoms. In about the third century BC the Satavahanas ruled for about five centuries. The Satavahanas established a strong rule with their territories extending upto Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. The Ikshvakus overpowered the Satavahanas by the third century AD. During this period Brahmanism is said to have been revived. This reduced the influence of the Buddhist, which was fostered by the Satavahanas. By the end of the third century AD the Pallavas of Kanchi put an end to the rule of the Ikshavakus. Art and Architecture advanced during their rule. 

By 4th century AD the Anandas established their rule, which lasted till 6th century. During the 7th century the Eastern Chalukyas exercised their power for many centuries. Literature was advanced during this period with promotion of the Telugu script. The Kakatiyas who were the feudatories of the Eastern Chalukyas became independent in about the 12th century. During the rule of Delhi Sultanate, Muslims repeatedly attempted intuition into Andhra. In 1332 AD Ulugh Khan established the Reddi Kingdom of Kondavidu, the Velama kingdom. The Vijayanagar Kingdom also ruled independently. The rule of Muhammad Tughlaq witnessed the rise of the independent Muslim Power at Bijapur. This was under the Bahamani Sultanate.  In 1518 the Sultan Qili Qutub Shah declared himself independent and founded the Qutub Shah dynasty, which existed till 1687. During this period literature, art and architecture advanced. Muhammad Quli Qutub Shah laid the city of Hyderabad in 1591. The Mughals put an end to the Qutub Shahi rule in 1687. After this the Asafjahis called Nizams emerged. They influenced Andhra Pradesh the 18th century till Andhra Pradesh was ceded to the East India Company. Gradually the whole of Andhra Pradesh except Hyderabad was under the British till 1947. In 1956 Andhra Pradesh was declared as a state.

People & Ethnicity

The general physical traits of the people of Andhra Pradesh are tall, round-headed, broad-faced, with a long arched forehead, thick and protruding noses, with straight hair and yellow skin. Certain castes of Brahmins and Kapus of Vizag district, in Andhra Pradesh have the following features which accords with the description of the sub-races of the Mediterranean belonging to the main division of Caucasoid; short of medium height, with long and elevated or medium-sized heads, normal eyebrows, with short broad faces, prominent but medium-sized noses, straight hair and wavy tufts. The general color of the skin is wheat-gray. 

The other inhabitants of the Andhra are divided into two classes. The first of them belong to the forests and hill area of the Deccan Plateau. The others belong to the extended areas of the doab between the rivers Krishna and the Godavari. The foresters answer to the description of the Australoid sub-race. The Chenchus of Srisailam hills belong to this class. They are short, with elevated long heads and possess clear and well-defined eyebrows, with protruding mouths and snub flat noses. The general color of the skin is wheat-gray and the hair is black and crinkled.

Gadabas, Savaras and Koyas belonging to the Bhadrachalam and Simhachalam hilly areas, bear the complex features of Mongoloids and Australoids. From the earliest times, the Telugu land included among its inhabitants foresters and hill-men and other tribals. Some tribals inhabited the seaboard region. Today there are nearly 32 lakh tribals and 50 lakh nomads and other backward people in Andhra Pradesh. Their habitat spreads along the coastal and mountain strip of the Bay of Bengal from the Bhadragiri agency in Srikakulam district to the Bhadrachalam agency in Khammam and Godavari districts. From there it spreads northeastwards to the Adilabad region. This tribal area is contiguous to the tribal areas of Bastar, Dandakaranya and Vidarbha. There are about thirty-three kinds of tribals in eight districts of Andhra Pradesh. Important among them are the Khonds, Kolamis, Nayakpods, Koyas, Kondadoras, Valmikis, Bhagatas, Savaras, Jatayus, Gadabas, Yanadis and Chenchus.

These tribes have absorbed elements of Hinduism. The tribal people worship their own pantheon of nature gods and goddesses and continue to revel in their ancient customs and manners. Their languages do not have scripts and are essentially verbal. Tradition has a firm grip on them. The laws of tradition are always obeyed scrupulously and any breach is strictly censured. Their social life is obedience to the leader who commands immense respect and holds sway over all aspects of tribal life. They do not hesitate to participate in the feasts and festivals of the community. They sing and dance. The Yanadis along the coastline, the Chenchus of the Srisailam hill area, the Koyas and Savaras of Godavari and Srikakulam forest areas, and the Khonds of Adilabad forests are typical in ancient habits. Their beliefs are simple and seek direct uninvolved expression. They are honest and frailties in character.

In Andhra Pradesh there are certain nomadic tribes. Piccukaguntlu, Balasanta, Saradakandru, Viramushtivaru, Bavanilu, Birannalavaru, Gollasuddulu, Dasarulu, Jangamulu, Kommuvaru etc are Telugu nomads whose main occupation is ballad singing. They are favoured by particular castes for maintaining their family records and singing their past glory. Some of them are occupied in itinerary trade and commerce, while their womenfolk are engaged in cottage industries like making toys, baskets, mats, beads and cosmetics. They are always on the move, subject to the changes of weather and this state of living is traditional. These nomadic tribes have their own forms of recreation and pastimes, which go a long way in making their life less rigorous and even, contended. They take suffering in their stride but they know how to seek refuge from life's worries in a native and pleasant manner. 

Among non-Telugu nomads, Lambadis also called Sugalis are very prominent. Originally they were Rajasthani's who took to a nomadic way of life and moved in batches towards the south of the sub-continent. Some of them are found in rural areas. They are itinerant traders. Besides the Lambadis, mercenary soldiers of Maharashtrian stock have settled down mostly in Telangana. They are called 'Are' and they speak a dialect, which is a mixture of Marathi and Telugu. Their occupation is agriculture. They have only a spoken language. Their manners and customs are different from those of the country of their domicile. Cultural complexities have arisen due to historical circumstances. Many foreigners of different faiths have entered Andhra Pradesh and some of them made cultural conquests through fire and sword. Others prevailed in the guise of spiritual uplift. Both these foreign elements have disrupted the continuity and peaceful life of the people and affected their tradition and culture. The Tribal Welfare and Social Welfare departments are trying to better the lot of the tribals and backward classes with educational and economic plans. Free education, hostel facilities, cottage industries, housing societies, agricultural facilities, bank loans and cooperative corporations for the marketing of forest produce like honey and herbs, are some of the ways by which it has sought to better the lives of these simple people.

Marriage
Customs of Andhra Pradesh vary from place to place depending on whether they are rural areas, forest regions and other tribal areas. The marriage alliances are always endogamous. The tribals abhor alliances with people of other tribes and strangers and such marriages are considered misalliances. A hostile attitude is also taken towards elopers.

 Love and courtship precede the marriage of Yanadi's. The first year of their married life is the happiest for the Yanadi couple. The parties together decide about their marriage and seldom are the parents or other elders consulted. After their decision, the friends are invited, betel and nuts are distributed and the marriage string is tied round the neck of the bride by the bridegroom as a sign of acceptance of their living together as husband and wife. The Adivi Yanadi's (inhabiting the forests) avoid ritual display. But the Reddi Yanadi's are particular about observing customs. The 'tali', the marriage string, is tied at a specified time on the day fixed. This is done at mid-day, i.e. when the sun is at the meridian. During the ceremonies the maternal uncle presents to the bride all her toilet articles. He supplies some pancakes for distribution among the relatives present at the wedding. The ends of the clothing of the bridal pair are tied, to symbolize that they have to live together thereafter. That night they are directed to see the star Arundhati.

There is rejoicing, including dancing and singing. One of the party plays the buffoon, regaling the gathering with jokes. Those who can afford it have the wedding festivities for three days. The groom pays a sum as the bride price. The elders from both families share the expenses. The bridal pair anoint themselves with sandal paste and turmeric. All this is carried on in a small improvised thatched pandal. The rural couple are generally very devoted to each other, suffering the pangs of loneliness in separation. To avoid this, the husband is always by her side and the bride demands exclusive affection. Their dalliance is frequent and the wife never tolerates the husband straying away from her. Polyandry does not exist among the Yanadis, but they practice polygamy. Sterility is rare among Yanadi women. The love of the Yanadi is simple, direct and spontaneous.

Incest is uncommon with them but adultery is not. The wronged husband either leaves the guilty wife or in rare cases suffers in silence and seclusion. There is no difficulty with the children if a Yanadi couple separates. The child, if young remains with the mother. The father has no property and so he is not worried about bequeathing anything to anyone. Two factors that lead to a divorce are either physical revulsion at any abnormality detected in the husband or conjugal satiation. The couple separate without fanfare or fuss. Each very soon chooses another without any delay or remorse. Widows remarry and levirate is found among them.

In modern times the spread of education has civilized these people and they are found eligible to occupy places of responsibility. There are teachers and engineers besides skilled workers among them. But the upgrading of these, though good for the development of society at large has reduced the natural happiness and placid contentment, which has been their most valuable legacy.

Death
According to the Hindu religious books, death is the sixteenth and the last samskara or ceremony. The divijas, i.e. the twice born, have more ceremonies than the others. The body of a Veerasaiva is carried to the burial ground and buried in a sitting posture, unlike that of the others buried in a lying posture. Brahmins and Kshatriyas have elaborate rituals and rites. The body of a Brahmin is carried to the cremation ground without pomp and show, whereas the others take the corpse with much fanfare and a musical band. They also throw coins and coppers mixed with rice and flowers over and across the body. Sometimes the tools belonging to one's profession like bows and arrows, sickle, axe etc also accompany the body into the grave. The divijas perform annual sraddha on the day of one's death, whereas others perform this on the Pitru Amavasya. i.e. the 15th day of the dark fortnight in the month of Aswayuja.

Fairs and Festivals

Hindu festivals such as Dasara, Deepavali, Sri Ramanavami, Krishna Janmastami, Vinayaka Chavithi (Ganesh Chaturthi) and Maha Sivarathri are celebrated in the State. But the celebrations of Ugadi (Telugu New Year's day), Sankranti, Dasara and Vinayaka Chavithi in the state are unique.

A widely known festival in Telangana area that falls on Asviyuja Shuddha Dasami (Sep/Oct) is the Batakamma Panduga. It is celebrated for nine days by married women in memory of a Vaisya married woman, who was killed by her own brother on the instigation of his wife. The murdered woman is believed to have manifested herself in her grave as a flowering tree. The Mahankali Jathara in the twin cities is celebrated at the onset of summer to propitiate the local village deities so that pestilence does not strike.

Attire 

The attire of people from Andhra Pradesh shows impact of North and South Indian culture. Sari, salwar kameej, and churidaar are the clothes that women of this state generally wear. Men generally wear a kurta with lungi (a piece of cloth worn around the waist). Western influence has increased the popularity of trousers, shirts, and jeans in recent years.

Cuisine

Pulihara (or tamarind rice) is the main course in Andhra Pradesh, and green chilies add spice to the cuisine. The Andhra pickle-sharp and extremely hot-is a favorite all over the country. Papads, roasted or fried, are another popular condiment. Due to the rule of the Nawabs and Nizams, there is also a strong Muslim influence on the cuisine in the form of rich, spicy local dishes, especially in the area around the capital. The world famous Hyderabadi Biryani, a blend of rice and meat cooked over hot coals, the Nahari, the Kulcha and the Kebabs have a lot in common with the northern Mughlai cuisine. Other very famous dishes include Bagara Baingan, or seasoned eggplant, and Haleem (spiced pounded wheat with mutton). A wide variety of fruit, like custard apples, grapes like the Anab-e-shahi, and apricots like the Khobani provide a neutralizing effect over the spicy food.

Dance and Drama

Kuchipudi, a blend of music and abhinaya, is Andhra Pradesh‘s unique contribution to dance.

The dance styles in the State are based on the standard treatises, viz. Abhinaya Darpana and Bharatarnava of Nandikeshwara, which is sub-divided into Nattuva Mala and Natya Mala. Nattuva Mala is of two types - the Puja dance performed on the Balipitha in the temple and the Kalika dance performed in a Kalyana Mandela. Nattuva Mala is of three kinds, viz. Ritual dance for gods, Kalika dance for intellectuals and Bhagavatam for commonplace. The Natya Mala is a dance-drama performed by a troupe, consisting only of men, who play feminine roles.

The earliest and the original Telugu drama was perhaps " Harishchandra " by Veeresalingam. The commercial troupes started performing in Andhra Pradesh with Dharvada Company of Maharashtra, which toured in 1880. Sangle of Poona and Bawalivala Parsi of Bombay followed it.

The Telugu stage had a galaxy of versatile actors like Yedavalli Suryanarayana Rao, Uppuluri Sankiva Rao, Sthnam Narsimha Rao and a host of famous actors.

After the advent of cinema, the magic of drama receded.

Literature

Telugu, the official language of Andhra Pradesh, is described by C.P. Brown as the " Italian of the East ". It has been influenced by Sanskrit. The prominent poets of Telugu include Nannaya, Tikkana, Sri Nathudu, Tenali Rama Krishna, Sri Krishna Devarayulu and a host of others. 

Urdu came to the Deccan, late in the 15th century. It flourished during the reign of the Qutubshahi Dynasty. The 17th century was the golden age of Urdu, with poets like Mohammed Quli, Mulla Wajhi, Sheikh Ahmed contributing their literary pieces.

Art

Hyderabad Pearls: The Capital city of the state, Hyderabad is the main center for pearl trade in India and one of the principle pearl markets in the world.  Pearl trade flourished here under the patronage of Nizam's of Hyderabad.

Toys and Dolls: The best known with the widest range in Andhra Pradesh toys are those from Konda Palli, a small village in the Vijaywada district. The themes are centered round the villages and the different vocations common to rural life. Equally well known are the Tirupati dolls of Tiruchanur village near Tirupati, made in the red sandalwood. They largely reproduce the religious figures in the traditional classical style of temple sculptures in small sizes, like dolls. Nirmal, a village in Adilabad district in Andhra Pradesh, is widely famed for its toys.

Bidriware: Bidriware is shiny silver inlay work against a black background. Designs in pure silver are inlaid in an alloy of Zinc and Copper. Though the original home of Bidri is Bidar in Karnataka, it is perhaps one of the most popular Crafts of Andhra

Brassware: Pembarti, a small village of Andhra Pradesh is known for its brassware. They make statues depicting characters from Hindu mythology, pots, carvings etc. in bronze and brass

Carpets: Elluru, near Masulipatnam is famous for carpets of Indo-Persian style. The body designs of carpets are named after patrons or those associated with them or fruits like babul, guava etc. The designs are mostly floral and geometrical. The pile carpet came to Warangal with the Mughal army, for the military camps had not only soldiers but also artists and craftsmen.

Silver-filigree: Silver-wax is widely used for making ritualistic objects. Silver-filigree is a style by itself, which Cuttack in Orissa and Karimnagar in Andhra Pradesh produce in Puru metal.

Tortoise Shell Products : The tortoise-shell is used for making trinket boxes along with ivory. Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh is a prominent center where this shell is used.
Natural Resources and Agriculture

Andhra Pradesh has bountiful natural resources. Endowed with fertile land, water and conducive agro-climatic conditions, it is an agriculturally prosperous state. The food grain production during 1999-2000 was 149.05 lakh tonnes as against the average of 122.68 lakh tonnes. 

AP is the largest producer of rice in India. It is also the leading producer of cash crops like Tobacco, Groundnut, Chilies, Turmeric, Oilseeds, Cotton, Sugar and Jute. It produces some of the finest varieties of mangoes, grapes, guavas, sapotas, papayas and bananas.

Nearly 75% of its area is covered by the river basins of the Godavari, Krishna and Pennar, and their tributaries. There are 17 smaller rivers like the Sarada, Nagavali and Musi, as well as several streams. Godavari and Krishna are the two major perennial rivers, and with their extensive canal system, provide assured irrigation.

Till Feb. 2000, 1,00,542 progressive farmers have been trained through Farmers’ Training Centers.

The key strengths of the state, apart from the agro-climatic conditions and extensive water sources are:

· Large area under vegetables, fruits, flowers & plantation crops - 5,92,655 ha. 

· High average rainfall - 925 mm. 

· Large number of educational institutions - one agricultural university and 7 agricultural colleges. 

· Strong R&D infrastructure with leading institutions like CCMB, ICRISAT, NAARM, MANAGE AND NIRD 

Agriculture

	Item
	1960-61
	1970-71
	1980-81
	1990-91
	1997-98

	Net Area Sown(in lakhs of hectares)
	107.8
	117.3
	107.4
	110.2
	98.5

	Gross Area Sown(in lakhs of hectares)
	118.2
	133.5
	122.8
	131.9
	121.4

	Crop Intensity*
	1.10
	1.14
	1.14
	1.20
	1.23

	Net Area Irrigated
	29.1
	32.1
	34.6
	43.1
	39.5

	Gross Irrigated Area
	34.5
	42.2
	43.4
	53.8
	51.6

	Percentage of Gross Irrigated Area to Gross Area Sown
	29.2
	31.6
	35.3
	40.9
	42.5

	Irrigation Intensity
	1.19
	1.31
	1.25
	1.25
	1.31

	* Ratio of Gross area sown to Net area sown


Principal Crops (In Lakhs of Hectares)

	Item
	1960-61
	1970-71
	1980-81
	1990-91
	1997-98

	Rice
	29.6
	35.2
	36.0
	40.4
	35.0

	Wheat
	0.2
	0.2
	0.2
	0.1
	0.1

	Jowar
	37.3
	25.7
	20.5
	11.9
	7.9

	Bajra
	6.2
	5.8
	5.2
	2.3
	1.0

	All Cereals
	78.9
	80.3
	73.1
	61.3
	49.6

	All Pulses
	12.5
	14.5
	14.5
	16.3
	15.9

	All Food Grains
	91.4
	94.8
	87.6
	77.6
	65.2

	Sugar Cane Area Sown
	0.9*
	1.2*
	0.4
	0.5
	1.6

	Sugar Cane Area coming for Harvest
	N.A
	N.A
	1.3
	1.8
	1.9

	Cotton
	3.3
	3.2
	4.2
	6.6
	9.1

	Groundnut
	8.0
	15.7
	13.0
	23.9
	18.3

	* Breakup not available


Industry 

Accounting for more than 98% of the country’s production of barites, Andhra Pradesh has almost a monopoly on chrysotile asbestos. The important minerals found here include copper ore, manganese, mica, coal, and limestone. The famous Singaneri coalmines are located here. Hyderabad and Vishakhapatnam are the centers for several important industries like machine tools, fertilizers, ships, drugs and pharmaceuticals, heavy electrical machinery, cement, electrical equipment, aeronautical parts, glass, etc.

The important power projects include Nagarjunasagar, Nizamsagar Hydel power project, Sileru, Vijayawada, etc
Infrastructure at a Glance

Plant Load Factor: 74.9%  

Installed Captive Capacity: 15.6%  

Projected Power Deficit/Surplus: -30.5%  

Tariff (Industrial): Rs 2.20/KW  

Number of Phones: 5,64,062  

People Per Phone: 117.5  

Phone Services: DoT, HFC Bezeq 

Cellular Services: JT Mobile  

Radio Paging: Hutchison Max, IXL, Mobile  

Railway Track Length: 5,055 km 

Domestic Airports: 4 (Hyderabad, Tirupati, Vijayawada, Vishakhapatnam) 

International Airports: None  

Cities Linked: Calcutta, Delhi, Hyderabad, Madras, and Mumbai  

Road Length: 1,37,500.68 km  

National Highway Length: 2,587 km  

Ports: 4 (Vishakhapatnam, Kakinada, Krishnapatnam, Machillipatnam)  

Industrial Zones and Parks: 1  

Export Processing Zones: 1  

State-Identified Priority Sectors: Financial Services, Food Processing, Petrochemicals, Power, Textiles, and Tourism

Forest

	Item
	1960-61
	1970-71
	1980-81
	1990-91
	1997-98

	Forest Area (Sq. Km)
	58474
	63371
	62129
	62680
	63814

	Source: Chief Conservator of Forests, A.P, Hyderabad


Education

	Item
	1960-61
	1970-71
	1980-81
	1990-91
	1997-98

	Primary Schools  (No.)
	34525
	37349
	40408
	48731
	49919

	Enrolment (In Thousands)
	2817
	3224
	4042
	5826
	8370

	Junior colleges  (No.)
	1224
	2994
	3975
	6164
	8661

	Enrolment (In Thousands)
	553
	994
	1797
	2850
	3713

	Source: Commissioner & Director of School Education, A.P, Hyderabad


Employment (In Lakhs)

	Item
	06/01/1976
	30/6/81
	31/3/88
	31/3/94

	State Govt. Employees
	2.86
	3.43
	4.55
	5.00

	Public Sector Undertakings
	1.44
	1.85
	2.59
	2.96

	Local bodies
	2.28
	2.24
	2.54
	2.74

	Universities
	0.13
	0.14
	0.16
	0.20


Tourism
Hyderabad, the fifth largest city in the country, is the capital of Andhra Pradesh and has several prominent places in and around it. It has a Hindu-Muslim culture with a number of monuments of historical importance like Char Minar, Golconda, Salar Jung Museum, Mecca Masjid, Osman Sagar and Osmania University. The capital is in reality the twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad linked together by the Hussain Sagar Lake. 

The sites of historical importance include Warangal, Palampet, Vemulavada, Bhadrachalam, and Lepakshi. Andhra Pradesh is known for pilgrimages, not only for Hindus, but also for followers of other religions like Muslims, Christians and Buddhists. The state has a rich heritage of temples, mosques, churches and viharas. The state is known for the famous Sri Venkateswara temple at Tirupati, Birla Mandir at Hyderabad and Bhadra Kali temple at Warangal, Mecca Masjid at Hyderabad, the Buddhist viharas at Nagarjunasagar, and the Sai Baba Ashram at Puttaparthi. The Hindu pilgrimage sites include Tirupati, Srisailam, Basara, and Srikalahasti. The state was once the site of a flowering Buddhist culture. The Salivahanas, who were Buddhists by religion, followed the Satvahana dynasty. Several Buddhist stupas and viharas were built during their reign, and Buddhist centers flourished at Nagarjunakonda, Amravati, Sankara, Bhattiprolu, Guntupalli, Gantasala, Salihunda, Panigiri, Nelakondapalli, and Bahvikonda. 

There are waterfalls at Ettipothala, Kuntala, and Gandipet. The caves at Undavalli and Borra are also major tourist attractions. Two large and world famous dams are located at Nagarjunasagar and Nizamsagar. 

Many wildlife sanctuaries can be found in the state, namely, Kawal, Sivaram, Pakhal, Pranahita, Eturnagaram, Kinnerasani, Papikonda, Nagarjunasagar, Srisailam, Pocharam, Gundlabrahmeshwaram, Shri Venkateshwara, Srilanka Malleswara, and Kaundinya. There are four bird sanctuaries in the state at Kolleru, Rollapadu, Nelapattu, and Manjira. 

The state has nearly 1,000 km of coastline, with eight of its 23 districts having direct access to the sea with azure water caressing golden sands, which accounts for the presence of so many beaches. Starting from Bheemunipattnam near Vishakhapatnam down to Mypad in Nellore district, the coastline of Andhra Pradesh offers unalloyed joy to the sun worshippers and sea bathers. Apart from the Ramakrishna beach, Lawson’s bay and Rishikonda beach at Vishakhapatnam and Bheemunipattnam beaches there are other famous beaches such as Manginapudi, near Machilipattnam, Kakinada, Chirala, Kalingapatnam and Mypad. 
Connectivity 

By Air 

The capital city of Hyderabad is well connected to most major Indian cities and some overseas. Air India has flights to Kuwait, Muscat, and Sharjah. The Indian Airlines runs flights to all the major cities in the country. The airport is at Begumpet, 8 km north of Abids. Auto-rickshaws and taxis are available from here. Other important airports of the state include Tirupati, Vijayawada, and Vishakhapatnam. 

By Rail 

There are three train stations-Hyderabad or Nampally, Secunderabad and Kacheguda. Secunderabad is the main station from where one can get trains to all major towns/cities of the country. Bookings are not made at the Kacheguda station. To go to Calcutta, one must first go to Vijayawada and then get a train. 

By Road 

Of the several bus stands in Hyderabad, the main one is the Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation (APSRTC) complex at Gowliguda. The Jubilee bus stand at Secunderabad is also very busy. From these bus stands, one can find buses to all corners of the state and some important locations of neighboring states. Most private buses have their offices at Nampally High Road. 

By Sea 

Vishakhapatnam is the major port of the state, while Kakinada, Machilipattnam, Bheemunipattnam, Krishnapattnam, Vadarevu and Kalingapatnam are the minor ports. 

Conclusion

Today, Andhra Pradesh is known as India’s answer to Silicon Valley. Computers and the Internet have percolated in even the remotest villages of the state and investment opportunities have been made possible. Andhra Pradesh has become a center of attraction of many multinational companies today and it should not be surprising to find a citizen of Nizamabad district chatting with an American in Seattle about Vaastu Shastra! 
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ANDHRA PRADESH COMMUNITIES – MARKETING REPORT ANNEXE

Prominent Communities

The Smarta or smaarta Brahmin community

In Andhra Pradesh state area, the Brahmins who follow some residual Vedic traditions are found only among the Smaartas, i.e. followers of the Smritis, who follow Adi Sankaracharya's reforms after Buddhism faded away

Are divided as: secular bureaucrat Brahmins called Niyogi and temple Brahmins called Vaidiki

Niyogis --- Arvela, Telagaanya, Nandavaarika, Paakalanati, and Yaagnavaalkya 

vaidikis --- Yaagnavaalkya, Mulakanadu ,Telagaanya or Telanga, Kaasalnaadu

Some vaidiki surnames are Sastri, Nori, Kota, Puranam.

Some smaarta niyogi surnames end in --raju (--senior civil servant) like Pemmaraju, Akkiraju, etc, and --pragada (--minister) Rebba pragada, Maanapragada, Dharani pragada..

Reform Brahmins after decline of Buddhism

Saivites: The saivite priests do not follow vedas. They follow the Saiva aagamas, but also study all the old books including those of the vedic tradition. While there are several sects, the saivite brahmins, also called Aradhyas, can be specifically traced to the reform movements of Panditaradhya.

Vaishnavites:  are strict vegetarians and highly educated people also are given the approximate status of brahmins in Andhra Pradesh

Madhvaas: date from the recent reform activities of Madhvacharya (somewhere in the 12th century), and they were prominent in the last days of Vijayanagar (1500's) . A famous guru of the line was Raghavendra svami.

Draavids: There are also some well known groups one of which are Draavids, who seem to be north Indian Brahmins who arrived in coastal Andhra via a detour of some centuries in South India. The sections like Aarama, Peruru, Ryali, Puduru etc are based on the locations they settled. Several learned scholars are found among the Draavids. Some of the surnames are Pappu (lentil) , Sonthi (ginger powder), Ganti (bell), Karra (stick), Jiddu (oil), 
--------------------

Reddy: The largest single community grouping in Andhra Pradesh today is of the Reddi community. The name is also written in India in roman characters as Reddy. They are found all over Andhra Pradesh and the neighboring states. In Andhra Pradesh, the Reddis are considered traditional village headmen. Sub-Groups include: Panta reddis, Velanadu , Paakanadu and Motati Reddis ( these are old geographical areas) i.e. the Krishna-Guntur , Nellore and Chittoor Reddis and upland area. In Telangana there are the the Keti Reddis

--------------------

Kamma: The most influential community in Andhra Pradesh today is the Kamma, or Chowdhary community. In numerical ranking they would probably be the fifth or sixth. They are found in Krishna, Guntur, southern parts of the Godavari river delta, Nizamabad in Telangana and some places of Rayalseema like Anantapur; are very hard working, even take up agriculture for an upper class.

-------------------

Raju: pronounced raadzjoo, meaning king is the name of a small but prominent community in Andhra Pradesh Godavari Krishna district origin. They are also found in Rayalseema. Rajus" are Kshatriyas. Surnames ending in --raju is found among other communities also.

----------------------

'Kaapu' or kapu: means 'protector' and usually it is taken to be protector of a village or region. (uuru kaapu, praanta-kaapu, palle-kaapu, etc).They form the largest community in AP. A common surname is Naidu, the name is derived from Nayaka, (kakatiya commander-warlord, later Vijayanagar commander and governors. 

----------------------

Mudiraj: Mudiraju, Muthrasi, Muttarasu, Bantu, Bantlu, Ekkatlu, Ontari

They are today cultivators and village administrative employees, but they were in the past a type of specialised soldiers erg: Rao

----------------------

Velamas: The Velamas are one of the ancient feudal communities in Andhra Pradesh controlling land and ruling large areas of Andhra for several centuries. Influence of velamas is noted in Karimnagar, Mahbubnagar, Pithapuram, etc. 

----------------------

Mangali /Nayee Brahmin: (Barber / Hairdresser) communities of Andhra Pradesh

Usually barbers belong to a hereditary caste or clan, variously called Mangali, Vostaad, Hajjam, Nayee, or Nayi-brahmin. They point out, since they take part in "purifying and cleaning" for everybody, they can jolly well call themselves Brahmin. Subcommunity: Two main barber communities are called Konda and Sri.

----------------------

Mala: Community of Andhra Pradesh technically "scheduled castes" or "ex-untouchables" but in reality they are a key part of the rural scene, being agricultural workers, and appointed in bygone days as village servants and village watchmen. A small occupational sub caste is that of Mala weavers. They don’t seem to have any artesian specialty otherwise. The surnames and gotras of the Malas indicate some geographical locations like Reddibhoomi for instance.

----------------------

Madiga: Community is one of the largest scheduled caste grouping in India. The Madigas have a very ancient presence as poor leather workers and agricultural labourers. They are backers of the Telugu Desam Party, mainly because their Mala SC rivals support the Congress party.

List of Tribal Communities of Andhra Pradesh

	Andh 

Bagata 

Bhil 

Chenchu, Chenchwar 

Gadabas 

Gond, Naikpod, Rajgond 

Goudu 

Hill reddis 

Jatapus 

Kammara 

Kattunayakan 

Kolam, Mannervarlu 

Konda dhoras 

Konda kapus 

Kondareddis 

Kondhs, Kodi, Kodhu, Desaya kondhus, Dongria kondhus, Kuttiya kondhs, Tikiria kondhs, Yenity kondhs 

Kotia, Bentho, Oriya, Bartika, Dhulia, Dulia, Holva, Paiko, Putiya, Sanrona, Sidhopaiko 

Koya, Goud, Rajah, Rasha, Lingadhari koya, Kottu koya
	Bhine koya, Rajkoya 

Kulia 

Malis

Manna dhora 

Mukha dhora, Nooka dhora 

Nayaks 

Pardhan 

Porja, Parangiperja 

Reddi dhoras 

Rona, Rena 

Savaras, Kapu savaras, Maliya savaras, Khutto saravas 

Sungalis, Lambadis 

Thoti 

Valmiki 

Yenadis 

Yerukulas




