How Does that Pop You?

Target Audience – 

Grades 6-8 


Computer Skills


Math


Social Studies

Objectives – 

Computer Skills (NETS)
· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 
· Students use technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 
· Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 
· Students evaluate and select new information resources and technological innovations based on the appropriateness for specific tasks.

 Math (NCTM)
· Students formulate questions, design studies, and collect data about a characteristic 
shared by two populations or different characteristics within one population.

· Students select, create, and use appropriate graphical representations of data, including histograms, box plots, and scatter plots.

Social Studies (NCSCOS)

· The learner will evaluate the impact of demographic, economic, technological, social, and political developments in North Carolina since the 1970's.
Materials – 


Computer with Excel 

Data for your state (Illinois and North Carolina Excel Worksheets included)

Handouts

Teacher Instructions-

1. Introduce the activity discussing the growing population.  

2. Students can work independently or in pairs to complete the handout.

Differentiation suggestions- 

Cooperative groups can be used.

Questions are progressively more difficult and may be assigned accordingly.

More questions can be developed to apply the various skill levels.

The website below links to the location of the data.  The data was sorted by U.S. County by State, then Age and Sex.

http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/GCTSelectedDatasetPageServlet
