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Cartoon from the mouths of babes

CHILDREN say the funniest things. But when author Steve Legg found out a boy had asked his teacher 'Why did Mary and Joseph name their baby after a swear word?' it inspired him. He has created a 30-minute cartoon which tells the story of Jesus' birth through the eyes of three quails. 

It's A Boy will be distributed to 26,000 primary schools next month to help explain the Christmas story. It features the voices of Joe Pasquale and Steven Berkoff, and includes music by Sir Cliff Richard. 'We are not trying to ram religion down people's throats, but it is important to ensure a basic level of teaching continues in our schools,' said Mr Legg. In the cartoon, the quails are captured by King Herod and try to escape so they can warn Mary and Joseph that Herod is looking for Jesus.

Billy to re-root homeward

BILLY CONNOLLY has sold his home in Los Angeles and plans to live permanently in Scotland, his wife revealed yesterday. Pamela Stephenson said the family is hoping to make Candacraig House, near Strathdon in Aberdeenshire, their full-time base.

They bought the mansion from Body Shop founder Anita Roddick in 1998. Glasgow-born Billy (pictured) is laird of the annual Lonach Gathering, which takes place close to Candacraig. He is said to have fallen in love with the area during the filming of Mrs Brown.

METRO FACTFILE

Governments and local councils make laws all the time - but hundreds of old laws never get repealed. For instance, it is illegal for an MP to enter the Commons in a full suit of Armour. In Scotland, it is illegal to be drunk in charge of a cow and, in Chester, you are allowed to shoot a Welshman with a bow and arrow after midnight

DODGY BELLY? TRY OREGANO
IT IS not exactly a common culinary combination but scientists believe mixing oregano and cranberries makes a great remedy for seafood poisoning. Scientists found that a 50:50 mixture of the two was very effective at killing a seafood-dwelling bacterium that can cause stomach cramps, vomiting and diarrhea. 

The two plants have anti-microbial qualities but can be more effective when put together because they attack different parts of the bacterium cell, a report in the journal New Scientist reveals. A dash of lactic acid makes the concoction even more effective, apparently.

£200m bid to end Sky grip on soccer
A CABLE TV operator plans to take on Sky by broadcasting live Premiership football for just £10 a month. The firm, ntl:, may bid £200million to allow its five million subscribers to watch the top clubs in action from 2007.

At present, Sky has an exclusive three-year deal to screen all 136 live Premiership games and its monopoly is under scrutiny by the European Commission. Insiders believe it is certain that Brussels will end Sky's dominance by banning any company from buying more than 50 per cent of the matches shown each year, ntl: - which unveiled a £3.4million deal to take over rival Telewest this week - said the move would be good for football.
A COUNCIL issued an apology yesterday - after admitting it helped a thief rob a flat while its tenant was on holiday. Housebreaker Richard Strachan, of Stirling, phoned Clackmannanshire Council's helpline and claimed he had been locked out of the flat in Sauchie, near Alloa. The council sent a joiner, who forced the door, changed the locks and presented Strachan with the only set of keys. The blunder was discovered when the tenant returned.

Dotcom domain cost BBC £212,000

THE BBC has defended its decision to spend £212,000 ($375,000) of public money on the bbc.com domain name. The broadcaster, which is funded by TV licence fees, bought the domain in 1999 from US firm Boston Business Computing but refused to say how much it had paid. 

Following a request under the Freedom of information Act, however, the corporation has finally come clean about the amount. Yesterday, critics pointed out that, since acquiring the domain, the only use the BBC has made of it is to redirect Internet visitors to its main bbc.co.uk portal.

Travel site advises a walk on water

THERE is one problem if you follow a Government website's travel advice - you have to literally walk on water. A recommended route given to those hoping to make it from the Yoker area of Glasgow to Renfrew by Transport Direct fails to point out you have to get across the Clyde. 

The multi-million pound Government website boasts it is the only online source offering information for door-to-door travel by both public transport and car around Britain.

But it has come under fire from watchdog Which? who warns: 'We have found anomalies, inaccuracies and journeys that are anything but direct. The funniest requires you to walk on water.'

GERMANY: A man stripped naked at one of the country's most respected museums and declared himself a 'guest exhibit1. The incident happened during an exhibition on antique pictures of Jesus Christ at the Wallraf-Richartz-Museum in Cologne.

Walter Hofmutler took off his clothes and climbed on to a table next to a picture. When police arrived, the 58-year-old was still standing in the same position. He was charged with exhibitionism.

DENMARK: A disabled man is fighting for the state to pay for him to have a prostitute visit him at home. Cerebral palsy sufferer Torben Hansen believes his local council should pay the extra fee he incurs when he hires a sex worker because he cannot go to see them. 

He said: 'it's a necessity for me. I can't move very well and it's impossible for me to go.' In Denmark, local authorities compensate disabled people for extra costs they incur. 'It's unfair to deny people with disabilities the right to a sex life,' said Mr Hansen. But Social Democrat MP Kristen Brosboel, who opposes his campaign, said: 'I disagree that we should support his visits to a prostitute with tax monev.

TODAY'S SCIENCE AND DISCOVERY IN BRIEF

LIGHT :
Physicists have discovered how to slow the speed of light. A laser light pulse was stowed from 300,000km per second to just several hundred metres per second. Being able to store and recall light is an important step towards quantum computing. Masses of information could be stored on lasers which could then transmit 3-D graphics.

The research was carried out separately: by teams from Australia and America.
INNERSPACE:
In the film Innerspace, a miniaturised man is accidentally injected into anther human's bloodstream, But this isn't too far from a scenario imagined by French scientists who hope to create miniature, swimming robots that can carry medicines through the body. The scientists have so far given red blood cells hair like tails using chains of magnetic particles. They can then adjust the cells’ speed and direction through an external magnetic field.
GENE GENIUS : 

A little genetic tweaking has given nature a helping hand. While some plants release deadly chemicals to see off predatory mites, the mustard plant could not - until now. Having borrowed a few genes from the strawberry plant. Dutch scientists have infiltrated the mustard plant with the distress chemicals that help ward ■ off attackers. They successfully tested out their "FrankenplanV on an army of spider mites.
