Friday 28.1.2005

Ringo the superhero

HE may not have been the best drummer in the world, or even the best drummer in the Beatles as John Lennon once quipped, but Ringo Starr's qualities are to be immortalized in a superhero created by comic book legend Stan Lee. 

The former Beatle will provide the basis, and voice, of a 'reluctant' superhero with 'a great sense of rhythm.' Ringo is loved worldwide for his commitment to people and his singular wit,' said Lee who created Spiderman and The Hulk. 'Our Ringo superhero will combine these qualities, along with powers which people don't know about because he has kept them secret.' Production on the project and planned DVD will start this year. 'Adding music to this adventure is something I'm looking forward to. See you in animation land soon,' said Starr.
A divine invention for funds

A KIRK minister handed out £10 notes during a service and told his congregation: 'Now go forth and multiply.' The Rev Alex Macpherson (pictured) drew gasps of astonishment when he stepped down from his pulpit and handed out tenners to the 150 members of his flock at Drymen Parish Church, Stirlingshire.

Members have 40 days to use their cash to raise funds for the church's planned extension, in whatever way they can. Mr Macpherson said: 'We're looking for different ways from the congregation to multiply the tenner. Perhaps there is a bit of risk, but people out there have some great ideas to raise cash.' The £1,500 needed to bankroll the scheme was put up by a member of the congregation.

Holyrood could be rebuilt for less

THE Scottish Parliament could be rebuilt for £80million less than it cost, it was claimed yesterday. The estimated bill for Holyrood is £430.4million. However, an independent valuer has told the Scottish Parliament Corporate Body that the cost of rebuilding a Parliament to the same specifications would cost just £350miUion. Officials said the valuation was theoretical and they were happy with the existing building.

Police probe 'charity' gang

A GANG of suspected bogus charity collectors were stopped by police as they prepared to target people in Edinburgh. Eight men and a woman were questioned after an operation which also involved Trading Standards officials. Lothian and Borders Police Det Insp Jim Robertson said yesterday it was 'a significant breakthrough'. 

A number of elderly residents in the city had complained about collectors acting aggressively.

MACEDONIA : Thieves stole sausages instead of cash after a bank manager used an empty money bag to carry his shopping. Three men grabbed a bulging bag - which is normally used for transporting money - from a bank
in the capital Skopje. 

But the manager had been using the bag to take home food for his evening meal. 'The thieves must have thought it was their lucky day - but that certainly wasn't the case,' a police spokesman said.
METRO FACTFILE

Swimming flippers were invented by a young Benjamin Franklin. Growing up in the early 1700s, the American loved the water and created oval paddles which he strapped to his feet to improve his speed. Franklin went on to discover electric charge and was a founding father of the American Republic.

