25.8.2005 Thursday

Lotto Milkman’s 1.4 Million Win

A MILKMAN who won 1.4 million on the lottery wowed yesterday to continue working. Colin Bradley, 44, and wife, Pauline, 48, spilled food over their regular Lotto ticket so Mrs. Bradley opted for two lucky dips instead. ‘It hasn’t sunk in yet,” said Mr. Bradley. The couple, of Preesall, Lancashire, are planning a shopping trip to New York.

To hill and back, for job in Japan

IF YOUR last job interview left you feeling giddy and disoriented, count yourself lucky. Keen job-hunters in Japan had to literally climb a mountain – almost 41km (3 miles0 high – just to meet potential employers.

Twenty tried to prove just how far – or high – they were prepared to go yesterday for a post with traders ImageNet Co. Only 11 reached the top of Japan’s highest mountain. Mount Fuji in Fujinomiya. Even that wasn’t the top of the greasy pole of ambition – just four jobs were up for grads. Student applicants were advised to take deep, regular breaths, dress smartly and maintain eye contact with interviews. 

They inhaled from cans of enriched air while the climate left their cloths bedraggled and eye streaming. It was hardly the best preparation for reeling off achievements and ambitions once mountaintop interviews began, up to seven hours after they set out. But the company one of Japan’s largest cloths retailers said its recruits must have ‘what it takes to scale the heights of business’ (oh, that Japanese humor).

This was not the first unusual mission to the summit – singer Kyu Sakamoto once had a grand piano carried up for a concert.

Ferry Firm Bans ‘Sectarian’ Gers Fans

RANGERS supporters have been banned from traveling by ferry between Northern Ireland and Scotland after passengers complaints about a group of them singing sectarian songs. The move by Stena follows incidents on a ferry returning to Belfast on Saturday evening after the Old Firm game in Glasgow. One passenger said; “They were not singing football songs they were singing songs about killing Catholics.” A Stena spokesman said;” We are taking this action for the well being of all our passengers, none of whom should be subjected to sectarian or offensive behavior. Stena won’t be carrying any more groups of Rangers fans as foot passengers.”

Train Fixed With Cork

A Train driver plugged a crippling fuel leak using a wine bottle. The Paddington to Exeter service ground a halt just a few yards from Bath Spa station on Monday evening after hitting a lump of concrete left on the line by vandals. The collision created a hole in the First Great Western train’s sightglass which displays fuel levels Fearing the train would be leaking fuel, staff stopped the train, just 20 minutes later travelers were told the problem had been fixed with a cork taken from a wine bottle in the buffet car.

Was There A Plant In Gnome Gang?

OFFICERS from two crack police units staged an 11 –daylong undercover operation – to retrieve loads of garden gnomes. Bosses at Central Scottish police put together a squad of officers from CID, tactical crime and drugs units in a bid to combat a spate of thefts. They worked around the clock to catch what they believed was an organized criminal gang. And yesterday they revealed their experience in fishing for clues led them to uncovering a grotto of around 30 stolen garden gnomes. The gnomes complete with fishing rods and borrows, were found at a house in Alloa, Officers also uncovered ornamental rabbits, birds, hedgehogs, plant pots and solar lights. Detectives believe the house was used as a base by a gang who scoured gardens across central Scotland before spiriting away the ornaments to sell on the market.

Two women were arrested and have been charged with theft. The operation came after people in Sterling, Clackmannanshire and Falkirk complained of waking to find their ornaments had wandered off. Yesterday police revealed that as well as retrieving the gnomes the operation led to them solving more than 146 crimes.

A spokesman said; “This was a highly successful operation. While the recovery of the gnomes was one notable achievement, many crimes were solved.’ Five years ago, a group called the Gnome Liberation Front spirited away thousands of the ornaments from gardens across Germany, France and the Netherlands They said; ‘We will liberate Gnomekind everywhere. Too long have these wonderful people suffered under the cruel mistreatment of humans.’

PSYCHO KILLER

For from having an imagined effect, placebos could make a very real physical difference. The non-active treatment may stimulate chemicals in the brain which relieve pain; a study suggests that US scientists used brain scans to show that volunteers fed salt solution placebo release more endorphins than normal. Jon-Kar Zubieta said the placebo effect ‘has piggy-backed on to the body’s innate painkilling system’.

Catwalk Calls For Not-So Model Pupil

DISTINGUISHED Marlborough College might not want bad boy pupil Rhys Gray – but London modeling agency certainly does. Talent scouts spotted a photo of the 16-year-old in Metro after his father went to court to stop the boarding school expelling Rhys for bad behavior.

Oxygen Model Management now wants ‘moody-looking’ Rhys on its books to see if he can cut it in the modeling world. Marlborough is refusing to allow Rhys to return next month to begin his A-levels because of his’ exceptionally poor’ behavior. Like thousands of teenagers across the country. Rhys is due to receive his GCSE results this morning. Which could determine whether he continues his studies – but he is also due to meet the London agency about launching a new career. Oxygen director Dean Cleary-Patterson said: ‘I picked up a Metro on my way to work on the Tube and his face pooped out. I thought he had a fresh look and a really good face which stood out.’

Marlborough is one of the most prestigious public schools in the country, charging boarders 7,300 pound a term. Rhys father Russell Gray claims the Willshire school is kicking his son out to protect its ranking in the league tables. He says Rhys should be allowed to go back as long as he achieves good enough GCSE’s. A hearing will take place next month to decide if he can return.

Birthday Binge Kills Teen
A Teenager celebrating his 18th birthday died after downing three pints of lager, five double whiskeys and three double shots of liqueur in less than 40 minutes.

Mark Shields was found dead in bed, on the morning of his birthday at his home in Prudhoe, Northumberland. He had been out to celebrate the night before, when friends bought him the drinks. They told an inquest Mark was very drunk after consuming all the alcohol within 30 to 40 minutes. After helping him from the pub they took him home. His father Graeme checked him during the night but found him dead on his bed the following morning. A toxicology report showed that Mark, a keen footballer, had 491mg of alcohol per 100ml of blood. The legal limit for driving is 80mg. 

A post-mortem examination showed he died last April from acute alcohol poisoning. The inquest at Hexham was adjourned at the request of the family pending further inquires. A spokesman for Alcohol Concern said: ‘this tragic death demonstrates the horrific consumption that excess alcohol consumption can cause. Drinking too much can have a massive impact on the body, especially for younger people. ‘With new figures showing that 13 young people go to A&E every day as a result of binge drinking. It is crucial that they are educated about the risk of drinking too much.’

Experts Itching To Examine 410 Million Year Old Fleas

Fossils of a flea, which lived 410million years ago, have been discovered in Scotland. Experts at the National Museums of Scotland say the ‘exquisitely preserved’ fossils are of ‘global importance’, and formed part of the diet of freshwater fish. Measuring a twentieth of an inch – 1.5mm – they are the remains of small freshwater crustaceans, or water fleas. Researchers say they are the oldest examples of their kind to exist before the advent of the dinosaurs. 

The previously oldest known cladoceran, found in 1991, is around 300million years younger than the Scottish fossil. The species is thought to have died out during the process of evolution. Dr Lyall Anderson, of NMS, said they had been found by a German team in Aberdeenshire. They were then passed on to his team in Edinburgh for identification. 

He added: ‘This is an unusual animal in an unusual setting, and something that we don’t have a fossil record of. We believe that they were what the first freshwater fish were feeding on at the time, which has been a bit of a mystery until now. The name we have given it relates to its egg-like shape, and the fact it was found in a hot spring.’

Free Cable For Rename

A leading satellite TV Company is offering to provide free services to any town or city that changes it name to ‘ Dish’.

EchoStar Communications said it will give every home a receiver and a package of channels. In exchange, the municipality must change its name permanently including on buildings and signs. The offer, part of the firm’s new marketing campaign, lasts until November 1. Industry analyst Matthew Harrigan said ‘The market’s saturated and they’re having trouble adding customers.’

The Orca That Traps Gulls
WE’VE had clever chimps that crack nuts and dogs that open and close doors. But now a killer whale has trumped them all by learning how to lure seagulls using fish as bait – and then teaching his relatives how to do it. The orca spits regurgitated fish into the water of the whale tank at a marine park. He then lies in wait for his unsuspecting prey and, hey presto, the dumb birds fall for it every time. If that was not enough, a few months after the four-year-old devised the plan, his younger brother started doing the same thing. Animal behavior expert Dr Michael Noonan, who studied the whales at Marineland, Niagara Falls, said he had never seen anything like it. ‘They are setting traps and catch three or four gulls some days,’ he told New Scientist magazine. This is the latest evidence of ‘cultural learning’ among animals – further dispelling claims that the adoption of traditions by different members of a community is a purely human trait.

Is It Art?

Chopsticks: An artist unveiled his latest creation yesterday – a haystack made from 100,000 chopsticks bound together, Ken Kegeyama’s work, called TEMA, is part of the Edinburgh Art Festival and is based at a herb garden in the city’s Canongate.

