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COLDER IN AUSTRALIA RARE snowfalls covered beaches and mountains across Southeast Australia yesterday as an Antarctic cold front moved in. Major roads and county schools had to close after snow fell in Tasmania and Victoria, on farms recovering from severe drought in New South Wales and on the national parliament in Canberra. It has not snowed so much in the region for about 20 years. And snowfalls around Melbourne in Victoria were the largest recorded in 40 years. “I’d have to say it is the most widespread live seen in my 21 years here,’ said the Bureau of Meteorology’s senior forecaster, Scott Williams.

Millionaire fan up 70,000 debts A MENTALLY ill man who thought he was a millionaire ran up a 70,000 debt giving money away to strangers. The 39-year-old suffers from a bipolar disorder, which left him so deluded he thought he was a philanthropist and forgot where he had borrowed the money from. The man, from Staffordshire, gave cash to homeless people. The Citizens Advice Bureau said better checks should have been made before he was loaned the money by Lloyds TSB. But the bank said: ‘It is not in our interests to lean money to people who cannot afford to pay us back.’

WATER PROOF: The old excuse, ‘I haven’t got my homework because it got wet in the rain’, has always been a bit unlikely. Now, science could render it impossible after a chemical spray has been found to make paper waterproof yet writable. The paper is coated with chemicals and put under UV light to dry. The reaction makes it water resistant without becoming waxy or brittle. US experts say the spray can be used on any type of material – even your homework.

POD-ILY HARM: even two peas in a pod can’t get along in the dog-eat-dog plant world. They rub each other up the wrong way when planted, new research shows. Two parts of the same plant, once separated, may treat the former ‘twin’ as an alien enemy, US researcher Omer Falik says. When the roots converge, plants can identify competition and grow robustly towards a rival. Some scientists say plants can sense chemicals, but Mr Falik says there is no conclusive explanation.

Exhausts ‘cause childhood cancer’ CANCER in childhood is strongly linked to pollution from vehicle exhausts, a researcher claimed yesterday. Prof George Knox, from the University of Birmingham, said youngsters were at a 12 times higher risk of cancer if they lived near ‘emissions hotspots’, such as bus and train stations, transport hubs, oil installations and hospitals, But experts said the public should not be alarmed by the claims and much more research was needed to show what level of exposure posed a threat. Prof Knox looked at data on 22,500 children who died from cancer.

Human rights laws ‘get in the way of terror fight’ COMPLICATED human rights laws are getting in the way of attempts to crack down on terrorists, a retired senior judge said yesterday. Gerald Butler QC said that, following July 7, Britain was no longer in a ‘normal’ state where human rights legislation was always beneficial. ‘In normal times I have no doubt it would be an excellent thing, but these are not normal times,’ he told BBC Radio 4 Today programme.’ And what is happening here is that this legislation, to some extent, is standing in the way of the kind of measure we do need to deal with the dreadful threat we face.’

Jungle empire letter hand-delivered DOCUMENTS which tell the story of Scotland’s failed attempt to found an empire in the jungle are to be sent to Central America. A collection of three letters sent by settler George Douglas in 1699 From the doomed colony of Darien on Panama to his family in Fifa resurfaced recently at the National Archives of Scotland. Alison Lindsay, outreach officer for NAS, will now travel to Panama this week to loan the 306-year-old mail to the international Canal Museum and lecture on the failed scheme. The failure of the hugely ambitious Darien colony cost 2,000 lives and bankrupted Scotland, leading to the 1707 Act of Union.

IT is a dilemma the Ladyboys of Bangkok face each year at the Edinburgh Fringe. There are ladies’ loos and gents’ loos, but, frankly, neither is quite right. But yesterday they found a savior – in former Lord Provost Eric Milligan, who, along with a cleaner from Edinburgh City Council opened a ‘Katoey looey’ – the Thai phrase for a third sex toilet. Councilor Milligan said: ‘I suppose at 54 years of age there are not many things you are asked to do for the first time in your life, and this is a first.’

