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Padre Pondering

                          "HOMELESS PEOPLE" 

It was not too long ago that I saw a wonderful picture with a profound message. It was a depiction of Jesus and underneath, the picture was these words: "How can you worship a homeless man on Sunday and ignore one on Monday?" 

I guess we never think of Jesus as being a "homeless man". We so often see him sitting at a table with his disciples, relaxing at the home of Mary and Martha in Bethany and so many other scenes of tranquil activity. However, the reality is that he "had nowhere to lay his head". For most of his life, he lived along the highways and byways of his world. Living, so often, off the generosity of others. We so often close our eyes to the realities around us. We don't want to see, or acknowledge, that so many of our brothers and sisters, children and infants spend their lives sleeping on park benches, over gratings, in doorways, etc. across this great country. One needs to travel only to Mojave to see the reality of homelessness. Thank God, for people like Jack Cote and the Doves Nest who endeavor to provide shelter and sustenance? Homeless people bring us face

To face with the reality that we have not "lived out the gospel message" in our response to this crisis. 

I want to share with you some information, which I hope and pray, will both inform and invite your action in addressing this issue. According to the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty, there are more homeless people in the United States on any given night than spaces Available. In spite of this disconcerting reality, cities across the country are responding not by Addressing the causes of homelessness, but by passing and enforcing laws punishing the homeless For begging and sleeping and even sitting in public. At least 72 cities have pursued efforts to Criminalize activities associated with homelessness. Let me tender such a situation close to our Home. Santa Monica passed ordinances ensuring that there is no public place where homeless People can sleep. The city also passed laws to prevent private individuals from distributing food to hungry people. I could fill this newsletter with similar stories from around our country. 

We must begin to see the people who are homeless through the eyes of Jesus. Better still, we must see Jesus in the person of the homeless. They are truly, part of us and we are part of them. Statistically the homeless are: 25-40% who works 37% who are families with children, 25% who Are children, 25-30% who are mentally disabled, 30% who are Veterans, and 40% who are drug or alcohol dependent. Truly, our response to those who are homeless should be that enjoined by

Jesus in Matthew 25: "Because you have done this to the least of these, you have done it even so to me". People are homeless not because they desire to be; they are homeless because our society creates the climate and conditions which make such inevitable. 

The Church (and that is all of us) must speak out with a Prophetic Voice to insure that everyone is provided not only shelter, but also an honored place at our table of blessing. We must become advocates for changes in legislation, attitudes, programs, and prevailing ignorance in regard to those who are, like Jesus, experiencing "nowhere to lay their heads".
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