Arsenic 

On March 20th the Bush administration delivered a gift to the

Mining industry and other corporate interests at the expense

Of the health of millions of Americans by announcing their

Withdrawal of the recently promulgated new arsenic standards

For drinking water. EPA's final arsenic standard of 10 parts per

Billion (ppb) would have lowered allowable levels of arsenic in

Tap water from the current standard of 50 ppb, an outdated

Standard established in 1942. The new standard was a result

Of more than a decade of scientific reviews, public hearings,

In addition, discussions with health experts and industry. The

International standard adopted several years ago by the World

Health Organization and the European Union also is 10 ppb. 

A definitive 1999 report by the National Academy of Sciences

(NAS) determined that arsenic in drinking water causes

Bladder, lung and skin cancer, and may cause kidney and liver

Cancer. The study also found that arsenic harms the central

And peripheral nervous systems, heart and blood vessels, and

Causes serious skin problems, including pre-cancerous lesions

In addition, pigmentation changes. In addition, the NAS report and

Peer-reviewed animal studies have found that arsenic may

Cause birth defects and reproductive problems. NAS also found

That children could be more vulnerable to arsenic exposure

Than adults. The NAS report concluded that EPA's 1942 arsenic

Standard for drinking water of 50 ppb, established before the

Chemical was known to cause cancer, "does not achieve EPA's

Goal for public health protection and, therefore, requires

Downward revision as promptly as possible." NAS said that

Drinking water at the current EPA standard "could easily" result

In a total cancer risk of one in 100 - about a 10,000-times

Higher cancer risk than EPA would allow for carcinogens in

Food. NAS assumes people drink 2 liters of water a day over a

Lifetime. 

Congress directed EPA to update the arsenic standard in the

Mid-1970s and again in the late 1980s, but it never happened.

In 1996, Congress asked for the third time, making January

2000 the deadline for a proposal. EPA finally proposed the new

Standard in June 2000 after NRDC sued the agency.

