JOHANN BAPTIST CRAMER


Johann Baptist Cramer, one year younger than Beethoven, was another exponent of the virtuoso keyboard school that came to prominence in the early decades of the 19th century. Based in London (a center for keyboard display ever since the mid-18th century), the German-born musician wrote prolifically for the piano, generally with the aim of showing off both his creative imagination and his formidable technical skills. On this enjoyable set, seven of Cramer's sonatas are brought vividly to life by Bay Area virtuoso John Khouri, who has made a specialty of the pianists of this period. Cramer's writing, marked by flashing passage work and moody, alluring slow melodies, conjures up echoes of everything from Mozart to Chopin. The sound of the fortepiano, with its brittle attack and short sustain time, can take a little getting used to, but Khouri's artistry makes a persuasive case. -- Joshua Kosman 
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