Hi, I am a collector of the recorded music of legendary blues/rock/jazz musician Paul Butterfield.  I am interested in trading any recording which features his singing or playing.  Some of these recordings are available commercially.  If you like, I will give you my opinion on whether they are worth the purchase, I DO NOT sell any of my recordings – trades only.  I can also be found at a new trading site I started devoted to the preservation of Paul Butterfield’s Music. 

Buttertraders@yahoogroups.com 

At this point in time, I think I have one of the biggest collections of Paul Butterfield’s music. There are several recordings by other artists, which are at the bottom of this list, but the majority are with Butterfield. While I am open to suggestions for trades of other artists, my primary interest is the music of Paul Butterfield.  The other difference with my collection is that I include all recordings by Butterfield, not just bootlegs, but also commercial releases.

I am looking for these recordings:  Midnight Special television appearance from                                                                                        about 1974, Appearance on the Dionne Warwick Televison Special, ’66, Recordings he did with Elizabeth Barraclough – HI from 1978, Ready, Steady Go television show from England ‘ 66.  I am also willing to trade any of the recordings listed below for copies of recordings Butterfield has made with these artists:  Ronnie Hawkins 1971, The Hawk: (one song, “Let it Rock”), Darlene Love, 1990 (Paint Another Picture), Freida Parton, 1984.

 All of these recordings are on CDR, bootleg  analog tape, or video tape.

Since the conversion process from analoge tape to CDR is time consuming I am not trading for tapes anymore unless the performance is rare.

The quality varies from excellent to poor.  Since everyone seems to have their own opinion of sound quality, it is best that you ask me for my interpretation.

Since I do very few trades, I tend to have a very quick turn around time.  Once we decide on the trade, I usually have it in the mail in two or three days.

I always try to provide set lists, but almost never artwork.

I am in the process of adding my comments to each show, so if you don’t see any it’s only because I haven’t reached it yet.  If you are curious about what I think, just ask.

1960s

An Offer You Can’t Refuse –  The liner notes list Big John’s as the venue, but it was probably done at the Blue Flame Club as Butterfield was not playing Big John’s until ’64  -  Recorded @ Big John’s in Chicago ‘ 63 –  25 min. (??)

Chicago Summer, 1963, Swedish Radio Broadcast, this is the same recording as An Offer You Can’t Refuse with two distinct differences, firstly, the tape speed has been corrected and secondly, there is the addition of Born in Chicago from the original Elektra sampler, Come on In (this was single for the band in 1966) and Help Me ( source unknown) .  1CDR

Live at Sutherland Hotel, Chicago – ‘63 –  40min.  This is the same set of songs as An Offer You can’t Refuse , 1CDR

Newport Folk Festival, July ’65, Mellow Down Easy from out of print Elektra sampler.

Early LP sampler version (alternate take) of Born in Chicago and single of Come on In.

Rare Chicago Blues : ’62 – ’68, three tracks from this CD featuring Butterfield playing with Big Joe Williams, James Cotton, Billy Boy Arnold and Elvin Bishop, 20 min.. The songs on this album which feature Butterfield and Bishop, Arnold and Cotton are great, but some of the performances from the locals of the day are worth the whole set.

Paul Butterfield Blues Band – 1st release – Oct. ’65, This was the second attempt at a first album by the band.  Compared with the next one mentioned below it is superior. 1CDR

Paul Butterfield Blues Band – Original Lost Elektra Recordings – the liner notes claim these were done in the winter of ’64, but Butterfield didn’t travel to N.Y.C. to record until the beginning of 1965.  These are the first songs recorded by the band and then scrapped by the producer in favour of the first release. recorded in ’65 – released in ’95. In comparison with what was being recorded in the blues/rock vein this a really great set of tunes.  It still holds up well, even today. 1CD
Paul Butterfield at Newport ’65, playing Juke, 3min. video, This is part of the previously mentioned tracks and historic because of the impact they had on popular music in 1965. This is the only recording I know of where Butterfield plays Juke.

Bob Dylan at Newport, ’65 playing Maggie’s Farm with Butter Band. 3 min. video, see the video Festival mentioned below.

Bob Dylan at Newport – solo – 3 min. video, see Festival mentioned below

Interview with Mike Bloomfield and Son House at Newport, ’65 ,10 min. video, very good interview because it shows the changing attitudes from young to old, white to black.

The Butterfield Blues Band minus Butterfield backing Bob Dylan, Maggie’s Farm, Like A Rollin’ Stone, Don’t The Sun Look Good,  July 7, 1965.  Historic and famous recordings, see Festival below.

Festival, documentary of the Newport Folk Festival, 1963 – 1966.   App. 108 min. video.  This is a documentary which has never been released commercially.  Well done account of the times, the music, the attitudes.  Great if you are a folk revival fan! Jim Kweskin Jug Band ‘Hannah’, Peter,Paul & Mary – soundcheck, ‘Come and Go with Me To That Land’, If I Had a Hammer’ – Mighty Rocky Road, white gospel group and Lay My Burden Down – Black gsel group, Square Dancing, Fiddle and Banjo music, Pete Seeger “Green Corn’ with Jim Kweskin and the Jug Band, Buffy Sainte Marie ‘Codine’, Bongo Players, Spider John Koerner, Pete Seeger, ‘ Deep Blue Sea’, Odetta, Joan Baez with Peter Yarrow ‘ Go Tell Aunt Rhody’ Joan Baez and Mary Hamilton, Bob Dylan, ‘All I Really Want To Do’, Joan Baez ‘From Me To You’ (impromptu) various interviews, Joan Baez ‘All My Trials’, Peter, Paul and Mary, ‘Blowin’ In The Wind’, Donovan, ‘The War Drags On’, Judy Collins, ‘Turn, Turn, Turn’, Donovan, ‘The Ballad of the Crystal Man’, Odetta, ‘If I’m Feelin’ Tomorrow’, Peter, Paul and Mary, ‘The Times They are a Changin’, Donovan,

‘Colours (with Joan Baez), Mississippi John Hurt, ‘Candy Man’, Dyan on organ rehearsal, old woman – ‘Where My Dear Mother Died’, Dylan – soundcheck fragment,

old man, interview with another Dyla sound check, old man, rehearsing ‘Like A Rolling Stone’, Interviews, Bob Dylan, ‘Maggie’s Farm’, Ed Young Fife & Drum Corps, “Feed Me Jesus’, black gospel group, Staple Singers, ‘If My Mother Don’t Go’ – black gospel group, ‘Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around’, ‘Go Tell It On The Mountain’, The Freedom Singers, ‘Freedom’, ‘We Shall Overcome’ – large group, Paul Butterfield Blues Band, ‘Born in Chicago’, Mike Bloomfield interview, Son House Interivew, Mike Bloomfield interview, Son House, ‘Have You Ever Loved Somebody’, Son House Interview, Mike Bloomfield interview, ‘Juke’, Howlin’ Wolf, ‘Howlin’ For My Darlin’’,  Richard and Mimi Farina, ‘Long Way To Home & ‘ Pack UP Your Sorrows’, Mel Lyman, interview, Pennywhistle player, Lady plays ‘Turkey In The Straw on Her Cheeks’, Theodore Bikel, Judy Collins, ‘Anathea’, Johnny Cash, ‘I Walk The Line’, Tex Logan & The Lilly Bros. ‘ Ruby’, Bob Dylan, ‘Mr. Tambouine Man’, Peter, Paul and Mary, ‘Foolin’ Around and ‘Sean O’Farrell, Pete Seeger with cast ‘ Down By The River Side’.

Droppin’ with the Paul Butterfield Blues Band, @ Fillmore West, ’65 & ’66, 2 CDRs, This was originally an offical bootleg on the Collesium label.  It does have some rare Butterfield tunes on it, but many are simply copies of all the songs from An Offer You Can’t Refuse. I have deleted the songs from An Offer You Can’t Refuse, what is left are songs from the Fillmore, probably in 1966, as the band didn’t play there until March ’66.

Dick Campbell Sings Where It’s At, 35 min. Dick Campbell was a Dylan wanna be who never went anywhere.  The songs and recording are quite good. Butterfield and his band back this 1960s folk rock singer.  Very rare !! 1 CDR

Paul Butterfield with Peter, Paul and Mary, King of Names and Too Much of Nothing‘66

Nick Gravenites – 2 songs – Drunken Boat and Whole Lotta Soul , only a thousand of these singles were manufactured and 500 were lost. very rare w/ Butterfield and Bloomfield, 1964

Paul Butterfield Blues Band – Work Song end is missing, very rare. – 1966.

Paul Butterfield Blues Band @ The Unicorn in Boston ’66 – 1 CD,  The Unicorn was bar that the BBBB played whenever they were in Boston.  This set was released as an offical bootleg a few years ago, but is becoming harder to find.  The sound quality if not up to 21 century standards, but the excitement of the band makes up for the technology.

Paul Butterfield and Mike Bloomfield backing Chuck Berry, 1965 ,4 songs.  The Butterfield Band is not credited, but their presence is very clear.  Apparently, Berry went into the studio in the summer of ’65 and cut these tracks for an album called Fresh Berrys.  Butterfield and Bloomfield went into the studio in Set. ’65 and overdubbed their lines.  So, Berry, Butterfield and Bloomfield never had any face to face contact.  Only three of the songs appreared on the final Berry album, but there are here.  Butter and Bloomfield have never been credited.

What’s Shakin’ , Promotional copy, 1966, Paul Butterfield Blues Band does 5 songs, 20 min. 1 CD.  Sampler albums were common in the 60s, Labels advertised their artists this way.  It was Butterfield’s original version of Born in Chicago on a sampler which broke the band.  This was the album that influenced Robben Ford and especially Greg Allman into playing blues. It also included, Eric Clapton and the Powerhouse, Tom Rush and the Lovin’ Spoonful.  Great sound and good tunes by Butter: One More Mile, Off the Wall, Good Mornig Little School Girl and Lovin Cup.

John Mayall/ Butterfield/ Green, ’66, 20 min.from EP, recorded when the Butterfield Band travelled to England to tour in late ’66. Apparently Mayall wanted a full album with Butterfield, but Butterfield’s management was opposed, so this was as close as they got.  Four great tunes: Eagle Eye, Ridin’ on the L&N, Little by Little and on sung by Butter.

East/West Live, recorded in mid-sixties, released in ’96 – three versions of East/West – 45 min.  1 CDR.  The song East/West is probably the first of the really Psychedelic Instrumentals of the sixties.  The song was written by Mike Bloomfield and inspired by an LSD experience.  The band often played this song for 45 to 60 minutes at concerts.  It was released on Mark Naftalin’s label Winner Records.  It is really a serious historical document rather than a great listening experience.  The sound quality is about as good as 1990s recording technology would allow.

East/West , complete studio recording, ’66, 45 min.  I never liked this album as much as the others, but it is a very important album critically.  They really introduced the long improvised solo to rock and roll with this album.1 CD

Television appearance, ’66, To Tell The Truth, Butterfield plays Born in Chicago, 

and is interviewed – 15 minutes.  Video, I am not familiar with this televison show, but it was popular in the USA in the sixties.  It is a panel show where four celebrity guests try to guest the identity of a recent newsmaker.  Butterfield was considered unique in 1966 because he was an excellent blues harmonica player and singer who happened to be white.  He shows lots of nervous cockiness and plays a jazzy version of Born in Chicago with the studio band.  A real novelty video!

Butterfield Blues Band @ The Matrix, S.F., Dec. 1966  with Bloomfield/Bishop, For some reason this a very popular show on the trading circuit.  Personally, I am not keen on the set list, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t a great show.  There are three spontaneous jam sessions at the beginning featuring Elvin Bishop. The rest of the set is made of songs which the band played in 1966.  Quality is pretty good and performance is excellent. 1 CDR

Strawberry Jam, recorded live in the mid-sixties at various locations by Mark Naftalin while he torued with the band in the mid-sixties. released in ’96 – 45 min. This is another release from Winner Records (Mark Naftalin’s label).  The sound quality is not always the best, but certainly an excellent bootleg quality.  The performance is standard Butterfield – stellar!!!.  1CD

Resurrection of PigBoy Crabshaw, third release, 1967, 40min. This still a big seller for Elektra records.  It is still a vital collection of music.  It  doesn’t sound dated even 35 years later. 1 CD

Paul Butterfield Blues Band, Back Bay, Boston, 1967, 40 min. fairly poor audience recording, but the performance is great! Dynamite solos by Sanborn, Bishop and Butterfield.  There is even a drum solo.  I have altered the sound on this recording and while the solos are much clearer; this is really only of interest to serious fans or collectors. Work Song, Tollin’ Bells, Double Trouble, One More Heartache and Driftin’ and Driftin’ .  approx. 40 minutes long. 1 CDR

You Are What You Eat – video from 1967 film by Peter Yarrow of Peter, Paul and Mary, Family Dog, Tiny Tim and others.  Butterfield sings the title track, but you only hear him.70 minutes.  Very bizarre hippie flick.

Blues Deluxe video shot in NYC at Café Au Go-Go around ’67 – features Butterfield 

Blues Band, Blues Project, B.B. King and others. The picture quality is excellent but the camera angles are not always the best.  Interesting to see all the counterculture musicians in their early days. 60 min. released in’91 - video

In My Own Dream, fourth release, ’68, 40 min. This album has never been available on CD and the vinyl has been out of print for a number of years.  This is unfortunate because it is one of the better albums recorded by the Butterfield Blues Band.  Similar in mood to the 1st Better Days album from 1973 it features some very riveting harmonica on Muddy Waters’ Just to be With You, also features the autobiographical song, In My Own Dream 1 CDR

Live at the Generation Club, NY, ’68, 41 min., Butterfield jams with B.B. King. - video
The film of this has been remastered when it was transferred to video and offers a much better quality, however, the performances are tiring to watch.  Butterfield and his friends are no match for a master like B.B, King.

Fleetwood Mac @ The Carousel Ballroom, June 1968, Butterfield accompanies Fleetwood Mac on 4 of the 9 songs from this 55 minute live set. Pretty good sound quality. Both cds are blues and rock’n’roll standards with Peter Green on guitar. 1 Cdr

Fleetwood Mac @ The Carousel Ballroom, June 1968,  This is a different set than the one listed above. 1Cdr. Same band as listed above, but different songs.  No Butterfield.

Psychedelic Supermarket, Boston Mass., March 28, 1968 –   This is a really excellent show, but unfortunately has distortion in several songs.  Excellent band though with Bugsy Maugh on vocals, Dave Sanborn, Philip Wilson, Keith Johnson, Elvin Bishop.

It has a few songs which the band never recorded before, so it is unique in this respect.

If you can live with the distortion it is a great show to hear. 2 CDRs

Steve Miller with Butterfield – There are about 10 or 11 tracks on the whole show and Paul plays on three of them, Blues with a Feelin’, Blues Jam, Blues Jam, Oct. 1968,

KPAN/FM Live broadcast Berkeley, Cal.  Pretty loose jam between old Chicago buddies. Butterfield is introduced.  A little reception distortion in parts. Otherwise, great show. 1CDR

Jamming  at Café Au Go-Go with Buddy Miles, Jimi Hendrix, Harvey Brooks, and Herbie Rich – Everything’s Goin’ Be Alright  and Jam Session. ’68 

Jamming with B. B. King, Elvin Bishop, Jimi Hendrix, Buzzy Feiten (bass), 2 jam sessions This is not the same show as Live at the Generation Club, N.Y.1CDR

Butterfield Blues Band, Ringe Arena, Braintree, MA, Oct, 1968 90 min. This an audience recording and an excellent performance.   Butterfield plays flute on one song (which is rare on available recordings)  He was gifted classical flutest. 2 CDRs

Janis Joplin and Big Brother and the Holding Company, Ringe Arena, MA,  Oct. 1968 4 songs.  I don’t know if Joplin and Butterfield were on the same bill on this night, but it is possible.  Anyway, Butterfield performs one these two songs as a jam.  The sound quality is poor.

Live @ Monterey, five songs,  the sound quality is excellent.  These songs have surfaced on a few different compilations of the Monterey show.  I took them from a bootleg cd with Bufflo Springfield and Electric Flag.  I think these songs are also on the Monterey Box set. 20 min.

Part of Driftin’ and Driftin’ at Monterey 1969  3 or 4 minutes – video.  Great picture quality, just not enough of the performance.

Butterfield Blues Band – live broadcast from TV show  Mixed Bag (audio only) Boston MA, 1969.  The recording is very good to excellent.  Of course it was taped in 1969 and probably from a television.  It part of a promotion tour for their new Live album. A bit of tape hum. They do four or five songs from Keep On Movin’ 1 CDR

Keep on Movin’, fifth release, ’69, 45 min. This album has been available as an import from Japan and some other countries, but never in North America.  It is probably Butterfield’s most commercial album.  Some great moments in a few songs.  The set list from this album would become a big part of their live shows for a few years to come.  

1 CD

Butterfield Blues Band Live @ the Fillmore, 1969, The band does No Amount of Lovin’, Great version of All in a Day and Driftin and Driftin’, Slight delay on first cut, but excellent otherwise. 1 CDR

Woodstock – video of Everything’s Goin’ to be Alright and Driftin’ Blues, ’69, Butterfield’s manager did not want his bands to be in the Woodstock movie, but his stable of artists had a huge influence on the line up of the festival. I have two different versions of this performance. Driftin’ Blues was on a video released a number of years ago called Woodstock the Lost Performances. Everything’s Gonna Be Alright is not on this video.  I don’t know where the Everything’s …. video came from.  I have a second copy of these songs which are the same performance but different camera angles – interesting!.– 25 min.

Live in Amsterdam, Jan. 18th 1969 , This is from an FM broadcast,, I assume from Amsterdam as the radio host can be heard on two occasions.  This is one of my favourite Butterfield shows from this period.  Buzzy Feiten is on guitar and does some really exciting solos.  Butterfield is in top form.  The set list is unique.  A reception distortion in two songs, but an excellent show! ,  2 CDRs

Fathers and Sons, Muddy Waters w/ Butterfield, Bloomfield, Otis Spann, Buddy Miles, Donald Duck Dunn etc. April 1969, In terms of Butterfield’s career, this is the album that demonstrated he was the greatest blues harmonica player alive.  Little Walter died the pervious year.  It is also the album that started a whole list of bluesmen  recording with the young white crop of blues artists.  Great music! 2 CDs

Paul Butterfield with Jimi Hendrix, Jack Cassidy and the Buddy Miles Express, Newport Pop, Northridge, Ca – June 22 ,1969., Sound quality is pretty good, but the performances are mediocre.  All jams and long improvisations 1CDR

1970s

Butterfield Blues Band Live in NYC at the A & R Studios for the Singer Sewing Machine Company, FM broadcast, 1970. This is a worthwhile show to have in your collection.  Many of the songs are the same as the commercial Live album with a couple of exceptions. The sound quality is excellent. 2 CDRs, A

Janis Joplin w/  Butterfield Blues Band , April 28, 1970, 10min..  Just a One Night Stand, I have three versions of this song, two were released commercially and one is a bootleg. This is the best of five recordings that Butterfield did with Joplin.  The other four are listed above from 1968 Braintree Arena.  This particular song seems rehearsed and includes Butterfield’s whole big band backing Joplin.  They were a good match!

Live, sixth release, ’70 , This album came out in Dec.1970, but was never released on Cd and has been out of circulation for years.  It was produced by Todd Rungeron at the Troubadour in L.A.transferred from vinyl,  Excellent performance and Excellent Sound, 2 CDRs

Sometimes I Just Feel Like Smilin’, seventh release, ’71, This album has been out of print for years and never released on CD , by the time of its release, the Butterfield big band had pretty much run its course.  There were so many bands playing similar music that Butterfield tended to blend into the musical environment.  There are three highlights, two stellar instrumentals composed by Butterfield and Blind Leading the Blind composed by Butterfield and his wife Katherine. 40 min., 1 CDR

Interview with Mike Bloomfield for KPFA radio, 1971. Bloomfield talks about his early days on the Southside with Paul Butterfield and the great Chicago Bluesmen of the late fifties and early sixties. He discusses the Southside ‘scene’. About 80 minutes, This is the interview that Jan Wolkin’s biography of Bloomfield is based. 1 CDR

Golden Butter : The Best of the Paul Butterfield Blues Band, 1972 ,  last Elektra album. As with the Anthology Cds released in the 90s, this two album set focused on the first two Butterfield albums and only scanned the rest of his career.  It is not a good collection of his best material.  Out of print for years.

Havana Moon from Geoff and Maria Muldaur’s Sweet Potatoes,  1972.

Steel Yard Blues soundtrack, 40 min., The band used for this album is really  the first incarnation of Paul Butterfield’s Better Days. Butterfield, Bloomfield, Gravenites, ’72, includes two extra songs not released on the original album. The movie starred Donald Sutherland and Jane Fonda.  The movie went no where and so did the album, but the music is pretty good.  A blend or country, blues, folk and rock – great harp licks!

1 CDR

Peter Yarrow: Peter, 1972, Butterfield plays back up harmonica on:  Don’t Ever Take Away My Freedom and Side Road.

Eric Von Schmidt: 2nd Right 3rd Row: 1972, Butterfield plays back up harmonica on My Love Come Rolling Down. Butterfield recorded a Von Schmidt song on his first Better Days album.  Von Schmidt is a folk blues singer. The album is long out of print.

Peter Yarrrow, That’s Enough for Me:  1973, Butterfield plays back up harmonica on Isn’t That So? and Groundhog.  Peter is from the trio Peter Paul and Mary, this is a solo effort.  Long out of print.

Jerry Garcia, Merle Saunders with special guest Paul Butterfield, 62 minutes,   Jan. 19th  1972,  Butterfield jams as a special guest on the last two songs.  Excellent sound quality, 1 CDR

Paul Butterfield’s Better Days, Thirty years after its release in Jan. 1973 the music still sounds fresh, never dated.  Great blend of blues and folk music. It is still available as a commercial release and well worth effort. 40 min., 1 CDR

Live at Winterland  Feb. 23, ’73, 50 min., 1 CD,  Japanese import, Of all the Better Days shows, this is one of the best.  Great opening harp solo!  The set list is similar to all of his shows from 1973 and 1974.  The band fell apart in 1974.  Sound quality is excellent except for some minor glitches.  A+

Bonnie Raitt and Paul Butterfield’s Better Days, Sept, 27, ’73 – L.A. 60 min. from television special, audio only, This is from a televison show in the seventies called Soundstage. My memory tells me it was similar to the current Austin City Limits-             I have never seen the video of the show and I have never seen it on the trading circuit, at least not yet.  Raitt and Butterfield were a great pairing.  This show features a few of Raitt tunes with Better Days as her back up band and then Paul plays songs from his two Better Days album.  Sound quality is not perfect – B plus to A, 1CDR

Paul Butterfield’s Better Days Live broadcast from The Record Plant, Sausalito, CA. on KSAN, S.F. Dec. 31, 1973 – FM  - 60 min., 1 CDR

It All Comes Back  The last Better Days album.  The two albums are still fresh even decades after their releases.  This album has his best version of Too Many drivers, a concert standard.– released Dec.1973, 40 min. Many, Many stellar performances on this album. Still available in stores, 1 CDR

Rare video of Butterfield on the Midnight Special, 1974, 5 minutes.

Bonnie Raitt, with Paul Butterfield from her early 70s album Give It Up, Under the Falling Sky, Raitt is quoted as saying Butterfield nailed his solo the first time and was sent home.

Paul Butterfield’s  Better Days, Three songs, three outstanding performances, Cowtown Ballroom, Kansas, MO, 1973, about forty to fifty minutes long. Please Send Me Someone to Love, He’s Got All the Whiskey and Nobody’s Fault But Mine.  Excellent sound quality. 1 CDR 

Allman Brothers Band @ MSG  w/  Butterfield , ’73, 1song, -There’s a Man Down There, I Don’t Know (a Sonny Boy Tune).  Butterfield gets bullied (musically) by a band inspired by him.  He does his best, but is over shadowed by the guitars.

Two songs with Jesse Winchester from his early seventies album Let The Rough Side Drag, Winchester was a Tennesse draft dodger who moved to Montreal.  He later signed with Bearsville records.  Butterfield solos on two songs.
Fabulous Rhinestones with Butterfield on one song Nothin’ New (great song) 1972,  I only heard of this band recently, I think they are a long gone 70s group, but I know they included Harvey Brooks on bass.  Butterfield plays a really great , long solo on this single track. 

Put It in Your Ear , Butterfield’s first solo effort.  He was not as good when he didn’t have a hand picked band behind him.  This album was made with too many musicians to mention here.  The tracks were over produced by Henry Glover and even included a Butterfield composed song played on an ARP synthezer – 1975 , a really departure for Paul.  Critics and fans rejected it. Lots of horns, strings and everything else. 40 min. 1CD

Otis Rush Live at Tramps in NYC w/ Butterfield , 2 songs a couple of jams live. Sound is not bad about a B-. 

Butterfield with The Band July 18,1976 – Tanglewood,, Lennox MA, Live is a Carnival

Butterfield had a close musical relationshop with several members of the Band and played with various members on numerous occasions.  I don’t have the whole performance with the Band, only the tracks with Butterfield.  Quality is excellent on both.

Butterfield with The Band Sept. 18, 1976 – Palladium, NYC,  Live is a Carnival

Muddy Waters Woodstock Album, 1976 , This was an important album for Muddy, it won a Grammy! Produced by Henry Glover (he also produced Put It In Your Ear for Butterfield) ,  The band shows off greats like Levon Helm, Garth Hudson and of course Butterfield on every track.  Not one of my favourite Muddy albums, but some great arrangements, great harmonica.  The interplay between Garth Hudson’s accordian and Paul’s harmonica is worth the price of the album. 40 min.

The Paul Butterfield Band rehearsals – 1982, location unknown, This is the rehearsal set for the Germany tour of 1978. 45 min.

Live at Rockpalast – Sept. 1978, The show has an interesting history.  The Rockpalast shows are famous for their historic value and Butterfield was there. The video is a terrific show although the copies available are deteriorating with age.  One of the comments I hear most often from traders is that they would like to have this on cd because the music is so good.  I have copied the soundtrack on to a Cd and I offer it up for trade.  Buzzy Feiten is on guitar and the set list  is a great combination of rock and blues. video 50 min. – or – 1 CDR

The Paul Butterfield Blues Band Reunion  Oct. 1978  Greek Theatre, L.A., This was a concert produced by Chet Helms (one of the guys who discovered the Butter band in L.A. and brought them to S.F.) and called The Tribal Stomp.  It featured a number of 60s type S.F. bands.  The Butterfield Blues Band was the headliner.  This show is very popular with traders, but it is not one of my favourites.   2 CDRs

The Paul Butterfield Band  Sept. 16, 1978, NYC, a rebroadcast from European radio.   This really just a replay of previously released performances by the band.45 min.  1CDR

Live with Levon Helm and the RCO Allstars – one song – probably late 70s.  Butterfield toured with Helm and his band for a while in ’77 and ’78, it didn’t last.  I have 

A few recordings with Butterfield backing Helm and his band.

Live with Levon Helm, SNL video , 2 songs, 1977, 10 min.  Well anyone who thinks that the 70s were all about Disco should see this video of the rootsy hippies playing great music.

Television recording of the song Slowdown, with Levon Helm on drums, Dr. John on organ, David Sanborn soloing on saxaphone.  This is a really rare piece of Butterfield’s career. Probably the only ‘video’ he ever did.  The quality of the picture and soundtrack I have is not very good – about a ‘B’ – 5 minutes.

Levon Helm and the RCO All-Stars w/ Butterfield, Philadelphia, ’77, 90 min., This an audience recording.  Great line up of musicians doing a great performance.2 CDRs

Elizabeth Barraclough, her album, Elizabeth Barraclough, 1978, Butterfield is on a few of the tracks from this album. I have the whole album on CDR.  I know it has been out of print for years on vinyl and I don’t think it has ever been on CD.  I got it on CDR from a trader in Japan.  She has a strange voice but is a good songwriter. Butterfield and Barraclough were a couple in the 70s and 80s and played several gigs together.  I saw them  as part of a Butterfield show in the early eighties.  I think I have the tracks from the other album she did with Butterfield on harmonica. 1CDR

Danko/ Butterfield, Blue Note, Boulder Col, 197??, four songs, Unfaithful Servant, Good Feelin’,  Java Blues and Sail On Sailor, These are standard tracks from their shows.  There are a number of Danko/Butterfield shows available.  This is only part of a show and not one of their best.

Danko/Butterfield, Blue Note, Boulder, Co., Dec. 13, 79

Danko/Butterfield, Blue Note, Boulder, Co. , Dec. 31, 79

Bonnie Raitt with Paul Butterfield on Bye, Bye Baby from her 1979 album The Glow
Buttrerfield is a great addition to this R and B set of tunes.

Live with Rick Danko and Gary Busey, 1977, SNL video one song, 4 min.

Picture quality is fine and so is the sound, but the performance is pitiful.  The three look stoned and out of control – a departure for Butterfield.  They perform Stay All Night.  You might see this on the comedy channel as part of the series of SNL repeats. If you are are a real fan of any of the three it is worth owning, otherwise, forget it.

Rick Danko and Paul Butterfield, Live in Memphis, ’79 – 1CDR

Butterfield / Danko Band Live at the Woodstock Reunion @ Brookhaven, Long Island New York, Sept. 8, 1979. They are part of a 90 min. FM show which includes Canned Heat, John Sebastian, Country Joe, The Butterfield/Danko Band Johnnny Winter and The Stephen Stills Band.  2 CDs

Rick Danko and Paul Butterfield, Live @ Toad’s Place, New Haven, CT., 1979.

Last Waltz video – Butterfield is on Mystery Train, Mannish Boy (Muddy Waters) and I Shall Be Released,   also, two after show performances – jam sessions with Butterfield, Ringo Starr, Ronnie Wood, and several others. The audio recordings together are probably close to 45 minutes. 1 CDR

Levon Helm and the RCO All-Stars, Butterfield is featured on every track, This is the studio release of the Helms band.  He only released one album with this band line up. It is a pretty good album with a great line up of musicians.  Apparently the band broke up because  of all the other commitments they held. 1 CDR

Maria Muldaur, Waitress in a Donut Shop, 2 songs w/ Butterfield, ’75 , I am Woman – If You Haven’t Any Hay,  Muldaur had some success with I Am a Woman in 1975.  Butterfield does great acoustic harmonica solos on both of these tunes.

Live with Danko, Manuel,  and Hudson at Lone Star Café, NYC, Jan. 2, 1978, 2 songs, I Wish You Were Here Tonight and Blaze of Glory , The only reason I include this under the Butterfield section is that he was in the audience that night and he sings on Blaze of Glory.  Danko dedicates I wish You Were Here Tonight to Butterfield, who is not playing because of a sore tooth.10 min.

Midnight Special episode, with Bob Welsh, Elvin Bishop, Butterfield/Danko, John Mayall, E.L.O., Van Halen, and Spencer Davis.  This is one of the few TV performances Danko and Butterfield did. They perform Mystery Train. When I saw it in ‘78 on TV I didn’t think much of the performance and I still don’t.  Approx 1978, 60 min.

Foghat Blues Tribute in NYC, 1977.  This was a tribute organized and performed by Foghat in benefit for the NYC Library.  Guests are Honey Boy Edwards, Eddie Kirkland, Paul Butterfield, John Lee Hooker, Johnny Winter, Muddy Waters. 50 Minutes, video or 1 Cd.  The video is not in great shape, probably a C grade because of multiple copying.  However, I copied the soundtrack to Cdr and while it is not A quality, it is fairly good.  This is a pretty rare show and I recommend it for the serious collector of any of the artists featured.  Butterfield performs a pretty spirited version of Shake Your Money Maker.

Anthology of Elektra recordings –   Pretty much in the same vein as Golden Butter in the 1972, this album offers up more tracks from the post original band, but not enough.  However, is offers a couple of different versions of Born in Chicago and the single Come On In.  Great liner notes though.2 CDs, ‘98

Butterfield w/ Tim Hardin (uncredited) I am not familiar with much of Hardin’s work, but this songs leads me to think of him as a Van Morrison clone??? Suite for Susan …1 song, 
Hoyt Axton, one song from A Rusty Old Halo, Viva Pancho Villa,  Not a bad song and Butterfield is present but really only as a back up.

1980s

Fillmore Reunion with John L. Hooker, Butterfield, Santana, E. Bishop, ’86, I don’t know if this is part of a larger show.  The picture quality is pretty good.  Butterfield is really strating to show a weight problem and looking very worn out.  He still plays a mean harp though. one song video

Foghat – one song from the CD Zig Zag Walk – Foghat were in the same vein as the original Butterfield Band, with more stage presence and less musical finesse. 3 min.

Radio show interview – Paul Butterfield and girlfriend Elizabeth Barraclough play DJs on a Woodstock radio station.  Butterfield is interviewed and chooses songs to be played on show.  About 60 minutes.   Around 1981.

North/South – Butterfield’s last Bearsville release. I have never send this album on Cd, but only in vinyl and for some reason it has been available on tape for years.  It didn’t get very good reviews in 1980 when it came out and rightfully so.  It has none of the original Butterfield flar although it is a well produced album.  There are some songs on it that I like, for example, Slowdown and Footprints on the Windshield Upside Down. 1 CDR

Rare video of Butterfield performing ‘Slowdown’ from the North/South abum,  4 minutes.

Live in Holland, ’81 (maybe later ??),  The picture quality is not great, but you can see Butterfield performing with his band live for 30 min.  The sound quality is excellent, but there is a  drop-out for a few seconds on Mannish Boy. I also have it on CD.
Peter, Paul & Mary with Paul Butterfield on There But For Fortune from their 1981 Live album Such Is Love.  This album is not that old, but the concert is from 1981.  Butterfield plays excellent harmonica on the one tune.

Butterfield plays Amazing Grace, with some noteable Woodstock musicians from the CD The Woodstock Mountain Revue, 1982,  I never liked the way Butterfield plays Amazing Grace, too harsh a sound for the song.  He plays it here and another version with Happy Traum on the instructional CD.

Paul Butterfield Teaches Harmonica, ’82, 1 CD, 180 min.  I have the original three tape set from Homespun Tapes which includes some material not available on the CD.

Butterfield is not a really great teacher, but this is worth the cost if you are a fan of his style.  He talks a lot about technique and attitude. 1 CD

Danko/ Butterfield, Lone Star Café, NYC, Jan. 12, 1982, 

Butterfield/ Danko @ Swifts, Cambridge MA, ’82, 1st and 2nd show, 90 min. 2 CDRs

Paul Butterfield Band live at Antone’s Feb. 20, 1983, 90 min. 2 CDRs

Paul Butterfield Band live at the Wax Museum, Washington, DC, March 26 1983. This is a pretty good show but has distortion on many of the tracks.  It is about 80 minutes long and worth having if you are a fan of the music he played in the last few years of his life.  1 CDR

Mick Taylor with special guest Paul Butterfield at the Lone Star, NYC, this is a spontaneous jam. They do Poor Boy, Rock Me and a blues 25 min.

Paul Butterfield Band, Indianapolis, 1983, 2 CDs

Live with Rick Danko at the Lone Star Café, NYC, ’84, 2 CDRs

Live with Rick Danko and Richard Manuel, Televison special and radio broadcast N.Y., ’84 (??)  My Baby Left Me,  Poor Boy, Blaze of Glory and The Shape I’m In 20 min. video.  This was the show that sent me on a quest for Danko/Butterfield material.  The performance is that good.  However, the picture has snow on it and the sound is a little tinny.

Live at The Getaway in West Saugerties, N.Y., with Rick Danko and Levon Helm, 76min.   Great sound quality and typical Butterfield performance from the 80s. 1 CDR

Rick Danko, Richard Manuel and Paul Butterfield Live at Folk City 1985,  Excellent sound quality.  Performance is typical of the times.  I think this is actually Danko’s show and Butterfield is just along for the ride.  Danko sounds drunk by the end of the show. Lots of banter from Danko. 1 CDR

Little Mike and the Tornadoes:  Heart Attack– Butterfield is featured on 5 songs, 20 min., ’86 or ’87,  Sound quality is excellent, songs are excellent if you don’t consider Butterfield’s past accomplishments.

Paul Butterfield @ Cambridge Folk Festival, ’84 – 3 songs, Walkin’ Blues, Mannish                                                                       Boy, I Got Me a Car,  This is a great three songs and it is too bad I don’t have the whole show.  Sound quality is excellent.
Paul Butterfield Live in Iowa, ’85, video, or soundtrack – 1 CDr  This was a television show that Butterfield appeared on.  Unfortunately, he seems to have a cold and he isn’t using his amp and mic to play through, but instead is playing through the PA.  It isn’t a very good performance for unfortunate reasons.

Deadline: Down By Law – one song Makoosa Rock.  Band includes Jaco Pastorius, Philip Wilson and Bill Laswell.  Jazz-rock fusion band.  It is interesting to hear Butterfield play his harmonica through electronic accessories.  He always used a straight forward set up of mic and amp.  This is really jazz fusion band fronted by Butterfield’s former drummer, Philip Wilson.  I think the CD has been released again.

Paul Butterfield Live at McCleary’s in Chicago, June 1986, Pretty good performance band a really great bar band.  It is the first time I have ever heard Butterfield do a shuffle number as part of his live show.1 CDr

Bluesbusters, , Accept No Substitutes, with Paul Butterfield on one song, Miss Clara’s Cookin’

The Legendary Paul Butterfield Rides Again – Butterfield’s last commercial release.

This is actually a pretty good album, but because of Butterfield’s reputation it flops.  He has a red hot band with him, Paul Shafer, Blondie Chaplin, Anton Fig.  

Live with Ronnie Barron, 90 min. @ L.A. Music Machine, ’87  video or 2 CDRs  This was Barron’s gig and I assume Butterfield was along for the promotion and to help a friend out.  The performance is stellar when you consider it is not a rehearsed performance.  This has got to be one of Paul’s last live performances.  Nowhere near the polished performance on the B.B. King and Friends special listed below, but almost better because of its spontaneous nature.

Live as member of B.B. King and Friends for television special, ’87, 50 min. – video or 1 CDR.  Definitely one of Paul's last shows.  He is really a positive addition to the already stellar band assembled by King.  Even at the end of his life and career Butterfield was a musical force when playing live.  Just watch SRV, Albert King and Butterfield perform The Sky is Crying, Butterfield stands out as a vocalist and a blues singer.
Paul Butterfield/ Rick Danko Band, Uncle Willie’s, Kingston N.Y.,  4/23/87, 

Paul ended his career here as he began it, accompanying a singer with an acoustic guitar singing standards. 2 CDRs

1990s

Harp Masters – 28 different harp masters from Sonny Boy to Sonny Terry on video doing their stuff – about 60 min. video footage of Sonny Boy Williamson 1963,

 (3 songs), Billy Boy Arnold and the Aces,1976, (one song),  Sonny Blake 1976, (one song),  God Rockin’ Charles and the Aces, 1976 (one song), Juke Joint Bonner, 1975, ( one song), Harmonica Frank Lloyd, (one song), Sonny Boy and Muddy Waters, 1963 ( one song), Big Walter Horton 1965, (one song), Dr. Ross, 1965, (one song), Big Walter Horton and Big Mama Thornton, Dr. Ross, JB Lenoir, and John Lee Hooker, 1965 (one song), James Cotton, 1981, (one song), Paul Butterfield 1966, (interview and one song), Jerry MaCain, 1995(one song), Carey Bell, 1983, (one song), Kim Wilson, 1993, (one song), Lazy Lester, 1989, (one song), Johnny Woods, 1984, (one song), Elder Roma Wilson, 1998, (one song), Johnny Mars, 1984, (one song), Billy Branch and the sons of Blues, 1982, (one song), Peg Leg Sam, 1976 (one song), Junior Wells and Muddy Waters, 19?? (one song), Sonny Terry and Woody Guthrie, 1947, (one song), Big Amos, 1966 (one song),

Jerry Portney and Muddy Waters, 1978, (one song), James Cotton and Muddy Waters with Pinetop Perkins, 1978, (one song), Sugar Blue, 1982, (one song).

Bearsville Anthology, released in Feb. 2000, includes songs from all Butterfield’s Bearsville releases.

