The centerstreetmedia.com  interview with Faraday Jesus O’Bannion
In little more than eight years, Faraday Jesus O’Bannion has established himself as a leading voice on the satirical-social-commentary “alternative” press scene in Great Britain.  His articles have been published and read widely throughout the U.K. as well as Holland, France, Belgium, and Denmark.

Born in Cleveland, Ohio, on VE Day, May 8, 1945, O’Bannion spent much of his childhood on military bases all over the U.S. and the world.  His father retired from the Army, and the family settled back in the Cleveland area in time for his senior year in high school.  He attended Yale University on an academic scholarship, graduating Summa Cum Laude with a degree in Economics in the spring of 1967.  He then lived in Ghana, serving in the Peace Corps, from 1967 to 1969, and returned to the United States to work on a law degree, which he received from Fordham University in 1972.  

He dabbled briefly in politics, working on and off for the McGovern campaign upon graduation from law school---but, as he likes to put it, “The tentacles of Wall Street had me by then, and it was just hopeless.  I caved to that little voice telling me I had to go make money.”  Moving quickly through the corporate ranks, O’Bannion was widely regarded as one of the true young guns of the world’s financial hotzone, New York City.  In February of 1982, at the age of 36, he left a lucrative investment banking position on Wall Street to form his own financial consulting concern, O’Bannion Market View.  Business boomed through the economic surge of the Reagan years and waned with the recession of the late 80’s and early 90’s.  But O’Bannion parachuted through the tough times better than most, having advised his clients of the dangers he recognized in the growing junk bond industry.  He actually made money in the weeks just before and immediately following the stock market crash of 1987.  “Nine times out of ten, success on the market has mostly to do with staying out of the way when the bullshit starts rolling down hill, and I don’t care what broker pumps you up on whatever hot tip is out there--sooner or later, it will all roll down hill.  We always operated on the assumption that anything sounding too good to be true, isn’t.  The junk bond market raised our suspicions more than it excited us, and we just happened to be lucky enough to time it right and then swoop in on the discounts,” said O’Bannion.

But the life changing event came in 1991 when a good friend from Yale convinced him to put over a million dollars of his personal savings into a software startup.  Eighteen months later, the low seven figure investment became a $37,000,000 dollar buyout offer from a major competitor who, according to O’Bannion, “Didn’t want to compete.  I’ll let you guess who that was.”  With more money than he knew he’d ever need, O’Bannion sold his interests in Market View (which netted him another thirteen million dollars) and moved to London.  Since then, he’s been a self proclaimed wanderer---but few would challenge the label.  He’s been just about everywhere. centerstreetmedia.com has published two of his pieces in past years, the award winning commentary on rising gasoline prices in the summer of 2000, and the ironic, pre-September 11th, observations on the differences between British Prime Minister Tony Blair and then new U.S. President George W. Bush.

O’Bannion has not given an interview to an American publication since he started wandering. centerstreetmedia.com  Editor, John Jacobson, had the chance to meet with him recently in Chicago in the midst of one of his rare visits to the U.S.

centerstreetmedia.com:  We finally meet in person!

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Indeed we do.  Good to see you.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Why are you in Chicago.  You never seem to be in the United States.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  My nephew and I are very close, and I wasn’t able to be at his high school graduation this past June.  I’d promised him that I’d get over here before he left for college.  

centerstreetmedia.com:  Is he going to study economics or creative writing?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I don’t think he’s gotten past the idea of not having a curfew.  God help him if he’s actually going to college to learn.

centerstreetmedia.com: Is that how you felt about college after you graduated?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  More or less.  I mean, I actually did learn some things, but I came out like most of my peers, looking at a world that really didn’t seem to make much sense, feeling a little lost.  I think it’s precisely that feeling you get, where it’s as if you’re whipping in the wind.  It’s that feeling that makes you question what you just did with the last four years of your life.   I think we tend to confuse education with the idea of getting smarter.  You’re not any smarter with a degree, you just know more stuff.  You get smart off of the intuition you learn to develop for yourself, and that only comes through experimentation.

centerstreetmedia.com: Is that why you joined the Peace Corps?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: I’d like to say yes, but the truth is I felt guilty seeing all these guys go off to Vietnam, knowing I could avoid it, but being too much of a pussy to sign up.  Oliver Stone’s an idiot.  I can’t believe he did that.  Is that true? Did he sign up?

centerstreetmedia.com: Well, I guess if Charlie Sheen was supposed to be him.  I don’t know.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I don’t either, but it seems like I read somewhere that  he did.  Anyway, what a fool.  Deal with your guilt in a way where someone isn’t getting paid to kill you.  There’s plenty of time for that later in life.  Let that guilt out in another way. That’s what I did, so I went to Africa and fell in love with the continent.

centerstreetmedia.com:  I think a lot of people would have pegged you for someone who would have gone the public service route, but you ended up on Wall Street.  How did that happen?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, you don’t have a name like mine and end up in the Republican Party, at least not if you’re from Cleveland.  Pat Buchanan is an anomaly, trust me.  So there I was, law degree in hand, trying to work the McGovern campaign, and all I could see around me were these absolutely inept idiots.  They had no clue.  I’m thinking to myself, ‘This is who I’ll be working with if I go into politics?’  Then there’s my Dad, scraping by on a military pension after giving his life to the Army—I just hit a roadblock of cynicism.  The opportunity was there.  The money, and this is the fucked up part, the money to be made was just so damn easy.  It’s not physics out there.  I just said, ‘Screw it,’ and jumped in.  I decided property was life instead of death.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Which is interesting, because your fan base is so liberal.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, yeah!  I’m liberal.  I always have been.  The richer you get, the better the vantage point you have on the way things really work.  When you get to understanding how things really work, you really don’t have a choice but to be liberal.  The greatest misconception of the wealthy is that they’re this big Republican club slapping each other on the back for all their well deserved income.  No they’re not.  And the Kennnedys are just the tip of the iceberg.  Most of them [wealthy people] aren’t that way at all.  Most wealthy people, especially wealthy people in America, most wealthy people know their money came from bullshit—inheritance, luck, being in the right place at the right time, whatever.  They know it, but, just like Africa instead of Vietnam, they’re not going to give up a good thing based on principle.  Good God, I know so many rich people who vote Republican and virtually loathe the party's entire social agenda.  They vote Republican because, when it really gets down to it, time to pull that lever, they’re afraid to live with less because living with more is just so much more Goddamned fun.  Conservatism, and I mean real conservatism—the kind where you truly believe that you have what you have because you really deserve to have it---conservatism is denial.  [In a mimicking voice] ‘I don’t want to think about how complex these social problems really are so I’m just going to blame the people who have the problems.’  That’s why the poor are liberal.  They have that vantage point, just a different angle.  The only group that doesn’t see it is the middle class.  Middle class America has had the lifeblood sucked out of its soul.  A bunch of freakin’ hamsters on the wheel.  They’re caught in this horrible situation—fighting to stay out of poverty, attaining just enough money to smell wealth, maybe with a well-saved-for vacation every now and then, but having no real hope of ever being wealthy.  But it’s that dream, man.  It’s that dream that keeps ‘em pumpin’ along, hoping to get lucky, looking for that big break that’ll get ‘em a table at the club.

centerstreetmedia.com: And you’re saying that that’s not going to happen?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  It’s going to happen for just enough of them to perpetuate the idea that it’s attainable for all of them, and that’s what keeps middle class America based in a largely conservative mindset.  It’s that dream.  The ‘American’ Dream! Ha! No way.  Ever wonder why it’s called dream?  The hamster wheel irony is all but slapping them in the face.  I see similarities with the lottery.  And you see this everywhere in the world.  Gambling in general.  Maybe! Just maybe! This will be the time my ship comes in.  That idea keeps ‘em coming back to the table, time and again.  Look at me.  I’m lucky to know how to send an email, and ninety percent of what I’m worth is due to the tech boom of the 90’s. Make sense out of that. 

centerstreetmedia.com:  So, back to the subject here, I think.  What’s the message in all of this to your liberal fan base?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: They need to keep the activism going.  Keep those in power out of their comfort zone.  But, and here’s where I always risk losing some of that popularity---if you truly want to make a difference, go make money.  That just pisses people off to no end when I say it, but they never seem able to come up with a better strategy.  I’ve had the opportunity to meet so many privileged, young, incredibly forward thinking kids out there.  Smart people.  Really.  This current generation, the one my nephew belongs to and those who are a little older.  I don’t think MTV speaks for them like it pretends to.  A  good many of them are quite progressive, highly socially conscious.  They almost have a 60’s thing about them.  But they get their personal feelings and their resentment toward the system---they get all that—[pause]---they get that all bundled up into a ball, and they don’t do shit about what’s making them mad.  They just end up being angry and smart, forwarding emails, riding buses to rallies, I don’t know.  They fail.  They fail to see the keys right on the kitchen table.  Use your talent, go make money, hold onto your liberal principles, and then take your money and your liberal principles and give the system you hate no choice but to listen to you.   

centerstreetmedia.com:  OK, wow.  That’s interesting.   I’ve got to change the subject, sorry.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  It’s OK.

centerstreetmedia.com:  I’ve been asked this by so many people and I’ve always told them that I don’t know.  But now I can ask you.  Is Jesus your actual middle name?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Indeed it is.

centerstreetmedia.com:  That’s what’s on your birth certificate?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yes.

centerstreetmedia.com: Well, is there a story?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I guess I was a tough [pauses to find the right word], uhhhh, delivery? for my mom.  Anyway, they were pretty worried about her after I was born.  She kept slipping in and out of consciousness.  I’m told it was pretty bad.  My pop was a tough Army guy, except when it came to my mom.  He’d just melt around her.  So here’s this guy who’d been plinking Nazis not even four months earlier out in some fucking forest in Luxembourg.  He manages to get leave to come see his wife have their first child only to have the whole scene turn into this nightmare where he thought his wife was going to die.  In the middle of her practically being in a coma and me getting whisked away to, you know, the baby room, this nurse comes to him with the form you’re supposed to fill out with the baby’s name and all that.  My dad’s hands are shaking like a son of a bitch.  They wanted my name to be Faraday Joseph O’Bannion.  Well, Pop’s writing was never what you’d give an ‘A’ to in penmanship class to begin with.  But now his hands are shaking like crazy.  He should have just said, ‘Let’s do this later,’ but, you know the military! Duty! Had to fill out that form!  So he writes down my name and all the other stuff.  Well, the secretary who types up all the handwritten forms was apparently Latina.  She sees this chicken scratch that’s supposed to say ‘Joseph,’ and takes it for ‘Jesus,’ which is no big deal to her.  My parents didn’t even notice the mistake until I was around six months old.  They just decided to leave it.

centerstreetmedia.com:  That’s a great story.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I think so.

centerstreetmedia.com: You haven’t published since September 11th.  Why not?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  First of all, I’ll say that I will publish again.  I haven’t retired.  But I think that life ought to be about recognizing those watershed moments when they occur to you, not after.  I remember reading an interview with Tiger Woods once where he talked about needing to ‘stay in the present.’  Something about that really stuck with me, and the aftermath of 9-11, for me personally, is definitely a time to stay in the present.  My writing, if you look at it, is essentially a formula of reflecting on the past, noting the present, and anticipating the future—so I spend very little time living up to Tiger’s gospel.  And that’s not what I need right now.  But I think it’ll be time soon.  I know I promised you some material a while back and didn’t deliver.  Sorry for that.  I thought I was ready, but I was wrong.

centerstreetmedia.com:  The commonly discussed story is that you lost some friends in the twin towers.  

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I lost eleven friends in the twin towers.  And I don’t mean acquaintances.  I mean real friends--guys I came up the ladder with back in the 70’s and 80’s, guys where I wore a tux in their weddings, guys who would cross the ocean and meet me on some of my less adventurous travels.  I worked in the [World] Trade Center in the late 70’s and early 80’s.  It’s strange, but the buildings being gone—that’s—that’s something I mourn as well as my friends.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Did you try to write about your reactions to that day?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I did.  I even used a working title, “When eleven friends don’t return your calls.”  I’d get into it, and then my written voice would just dry up.  I didn’t know what to say.  It was writer’s block a la overwhelming sadness and anger.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Is perspective coming for you now?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I think so.  The crazy thing for me personally at the time is that I was in Damascus of all places, believe it or not.  I grabbed a flight to London the next day but then was unable to get to the U.S. for over a week.  I even got taken into questioning at Heathrow because I offered this ticket person an enormous bribe to get me on one of the first flights out.

centerstreetmedia.com:  No shit?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Absolutely no shit, and I’ll say this, I don’t blame them.  First of all, it was stupid on my part.  You wanna fly around Africa, especially West Africa? You’d better know how to bribe.  That’s how things get done.  But you don’t pull that shit in London, at an airport,  after a major international incident involving airplanes.  And with a last name like O’Bannion? [Waves hand in the air dismissively] Forget about it.  I’m an IRA-Al Qaeda co-conspirator getting ready to move phase two into action until you can prove otherwise.  And there’s that Syrian stamp on my passport to boot!  Take your innocent until proven guilty bullshit and shove it up your ass. Now, do I agree with John Ashcroft’s reactions to all of this as we come up on the two year anniversary? Of course not.  His approach is manipulative.  He’s manipulating people, preying on their fear.  But at that time, hey, anything went.

centerstreetmedia.com:  John Ashcroft.  Interesting guy.  What do you think of the Patriot Act?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, first things first.  The Patriot Act was willingly passed by an eager Congress and proudly signed by an equally willing President.  So John Ashcroft kicks ass and takes names with it because he was essentially instructed to.  You don’t pass a law like that and tuck it away for a rainy day.  It was intended to be used now, end of story.  

centerstreetmedia.com:  So you approve of it?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  [Laughing] No! No!  I’m nervous even being in this country.  I want to go back to Damascus, where I have some rights.  I’m the best Uncle in the world.  [Jokingly] Hey! Did you get patted down before coming in here?

centerstreetmedia.com:  Umm, there’s a tape recorder right in front of you.  You said it was OK.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yes, you’re right. [Long pause]  But doesn’t it scare you a little that we can make those jokes and only laugh nervously about them? We need intelligent, forward thinking legislation at a time like this---not this bullying, shoot-the-Bill-of-Rights-first-ask-questions-later reactionary bullshit.  Please! Give me a break.  Think it through boys.  Again, it’s all just so manipulative.  Guys like Ashcroft, and this wasn’t even 72 hours after 3,000 people died terrible deaths, guys like Ashcroft were saying things like, “Well, to protect Americans from future terrorist attacks, Americans are going to have to give up some civil liberties.”  And Americans, practically in a state of shock, said, “OK.  Whatever it takes.”  Well, yeah! What else are you going to say? If the plane’s going down and you’ve got a chute for yourself and one for me and you ask me for ten million dollars in exchange for the chute? Shit.  I’ll write you a check right there.  The truly telling lesson in all this is that we should stop beating up so much on guys like McCarthy and FDR for Japanese Internment.  Don’t get me wrong. I can see your question coming. ‘No’ is the answer, OK? McCarthy was a hack and [Japanese] internment is a historical embarrassment just a notch or two below slavery.  What I’m saying is that you can see how easily convinced a population can become in times of crisis.  Reprehensible ideas can be made to look like your only option.  And they never are.  There’s always room for a more enlightened, equally effective approach to a crisis.  Thirty years from now my nephew is going to have to explain all this stuff we’ve done to his own kids, and I’ll bet you he’ll take the same approach we do with McCarthy or internment.  He’ll say something like, “Well, yes, that was wrong, but it was a crazy time, and that’s how they got away with doing it.”

centerstreetmedia.com: Saddam Hussein?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yeah, they’ll probably find him, and then kill him on the spot.  It can only be a liability to have him in The Hague.  I’m skeptical about this so-called firefight that lasted six hours where his two sons got bagged.  The one---the crazy one, what’s his name? Uday or Qusay? I can never keep ‘em straight.  Anyway, he particularly struck me as someone who wouldn’t go out in a blaze of bullets.  The other one, maybe.  I don’t know.  But Dad’s got to be thinking now--there’s no good ending to this, for him I mean.  It’s going to be interesting.  It’s going to be interesting to see what he [Saddam Hussein] does.  It’s like we’re watching a fucking football game, isn’t it?

centerstreetmedia.com:  Do you have any reactions to all the talk about whether or not the U.S. used good intelligence to justify the war in Iraq?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  My main reaction is that it’s calm over here compared to how Blair’s getting it back in London-town.  My God!  We watched his speech before Congress the other day.  You know, this love affair Americans have with him every time he fondles a podium is just this sublimated frustration pointing to the fact that everyone knows Bush is a train wreck  up there.  What do you want to bet he [Bush] barely got a ‘C’ in Speech-Com 101?  But it’s just plain brutal for the Prime Minister right now.  No one trusts him.  He’s basically perceived as a sell out.  Sort of a task master for Bush.  I don’t see how he can survive.  I think it’s about over for him.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Do you think his visit to the U.S. was some sort of farewell tour?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I don’t see how you can see it any other way.  At what point did he and his people decide that going to Washington was a good idea, politically?  Don’t ever forget--LBJ got abandoned by his own party over a war, and the British system makes it much easier to cut loose from one of your own and start shopping for a better deal.  And Blair and his boys know all this.  So I think they’re thinking, “Fuck it.  We’ve made our play.  Now we’re going to see it through and hope that the history books cut us some slack.  Now let’s all get down to the grocery store and get some boxes because we’ll be packing our offices soon.”

centerstreetmedia.com:  You’ve spent a lot of time all over the world these past five or six years.  What were some of the most interesting things you’ve seen?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Oh, God---we’ll be here for hours.  It’s all been interesting, really.  No bull.  Just getting out of the West.  It’s never boring.  Sometimes it’s fucking terrifying, but you’re never bored.

centerstreetmedia.com:  How about one or two, just for the readers?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  The time I hit your message board when I was in Kinshasa [Congo].  That was surreal in a saturating kind of way.  The thing that got me there was the kids.  You’ve got these 10 year olds playing soccer in the street.  They meet up, set up their field like any bunch of American kids might have done with a baseball game back when I was growing up.  But here’s the difference, and I’m not kidding, some of them have guns.  I watched them actually set these two rifles about ten or fifteen feet apart on the ground to mark off a goal.  Later in the game, this one kid gets a little out of hand with a slide tackle on another kid.  They all start to argue.  Well, this ends up leading to this older boy, maybe like thirteen or fourteen, he picks up a rifle and points it at the soccer ball.  He was threatening to shoot the Goddamned soccer ball!  Unreal.  Completely unreal to me.  But there it was.  I watched the whole thing from my hotel window.  And the thing of it was, everyone calmed down.  They came to their senses.  The two boys who were involved in the foul touched hands, and they all started playing again.  These kids see violent death practically every day---but a soccer ball?  Hold on, let’s be reasonable here. That’s a commodity.  You can’t just get another one of those.  So, at ten years old, you’ve grown up in this world where the life of a soccer ball is more indispensable than a person.

centerstreetmedia.com: What’s been the most difficult place for you to stay? 

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Bhutan.  No doubt.

centerstreetmedia.com: Why?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: Well, it was when I was in that weird place after 9-11, and I just wanted to be physically uncomfortable for some reason.  So, I end up staying with this rice farming family in the middle of nowhere in Bhutan.  I worked with them for a month, and it was, without a doubt, the most physically demanding month of my life.  But I made it.  We had a good harvest.  [Gestures toward stomach] I lost a lot of this.  I’m not the most fit guy you’re going to meet on the street.  

centerstreetmedia.com:  Where was the easiest, comfiest place?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Either Bahrain, where I stayed as a guest of a member of the royal family or the Ritz in Barcelona, where I stayed for a month—hardly ever leaving my room—for no real reason at all.

centerstreetmedia.com:  So, let me get this straight.  The Ritz in Barcelona? And a rice farm in Bhutan? That’s quite a range.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  You know, when you can go wherever you want, you just sort of go where the day takes you.  Sooner or later, your curiousity’s gonna take you to each end of the spectrum, provided you’re not afraid of the low end, which is the case with most Westerners.  They’d really rather not be bothered with it.  I think people in the West think they understand the gap between the haves and the have nots, but, and I don’t mean to sound like I’m pulling rank here, they really don’t understand a thing.  I can think of about---I can think of about a half dozen people or so I’d like to put on that rice farm for about a month, or down in the shit of it in Kinshasa for, hell, an afternoon.  Let ‘em take it all full bore, no bodyguards, no press.  Just let the experience flow over you.  Let me find a way to do that with six people that I get to hand pick.  Let me get to do that and I think I just might be able to give you a different world.  

centerstreetmedia.com: You’re a huge Tampa Bay Buccaneers fan.  So how did last year feel?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: I rented out this pub in London, gathered together with all my American football literate friends, and enjoyed it [the Super Bowl] for everything  it was worth.  I hitched myself to the Bucs, basically on a bet, back when they were an expansion team in the 70’s.  I just loved [first ever head coach, John] McKay’s style as a person, and I’ve stuck with them ever since.  I’ve been that way with sports since as long as I can remember.  We grab up some good old anti-Queen blokes every year and fly somewhere to catch the Pakistani Cricket squad in action.  They’re our favorite, you know!

centerstreetmedia.com: Much into soccer?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Oh sure.  It’s sort of an obligation over there.  I sit in the aristocratic seats, though.  Up high and away from the scrum.  I’m a little old for all that’s going on down there in the front rows.

centerstreetmedia.com: What reaction did you have to David Beckham leaving United?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  The whole thing really shows you how big the sport [soccer] really is, eh?  He’s every bit as much a cultural icon as Michael Jordan or Tiger Woods.

centerstreetmedia.com: Do you see soccer getting as big in America as it is in the rest of the world?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: Not as long as there’s American football.  In fact, soccer’s beginning to lose some athletes to American football overseas.  NFL Europe’s been increasing its market share,  seeing a little more of that sports entertainment Euro.  No way will American football ever replace soccer over there [Europe], but it’s a bit of the reverse of what I see over here---lots and lots of kids getting into soccer, as far as I can see, because it’s trendy and different, a way for middle to upper middle income kids to reclaim glory for themselves on the playing field.

centerstreetmedia.com:  What do you mean?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Good God, look around.  The NBA is 85% Black, and the number of non-American players breaking into the league is soon gonna mean that fewer than one in ten players come from some well to do [uses air quotes] white household.  The NFL, last time I checked, was close to 70% Black.  So what’s happening at the developmental level of these sports? White kids don’t see as many white role models.  They don’t identify themselves as much with being a member of a particular sport’s community. I get the scoop from my nephew.  Suburban Chicago is a haven for all this stuff we’re talking about.  In what sports do you see the most participation growth lately, in the U.S.? I’ll bet you anything that it’s soccer and hockey, and I’ll also bet  that better than 90% of those kids, especially in hockey, are white and come from middle to upper middle income households.  It’s the white flight of teenage athletes.  Go to some little district in Appalachia.  Check and see how many kids are kicking around a spotted ball.  I doubt you’ll find any.

centerstreetmedia.com: So it’s not so much a white thing as it is an income thing?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, yeah, I guess.  And I don’t mean to imply that all Black kids come from homes that are less than middle class.  On the other hand, check the stats.  Most of them do.  And that’s a whole separate topic that gets us away from sports.

centerstreetmedia.com:Well, yes, but I’ve got to ask since we’re on the subject of sports.  Ever go to the Tour de France?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Oh yeah, but only the Champs-Elysees, and only because it gave me a good excuse to drink champagne all day.  I will say that this Armstrong character is quite a story.  I really don’t follow the sport, though.

centerstreetmedia.com:  Yet you follow cricket?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  It’s a great game.  You’ll have to come with us sometime.
centerstreetmedia.com: Maybe if you’re paying.  

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: [Laughing] All right.  We’ll see what we can do.

centerstreetmedia.com: All right, you said something a moment ago about African Americans and something about getting away from sports before we talked about going to Pakistan to watch cricket.  What did you say? 

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I was just getting on with the topic of how race and economic background can have some common trends, at least in this part of the world.

centerstreetmedia.com:  When you say something like that, do you ever worry about being called racist?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I don’t think anyone wants to be called that.  Do I worry about it? Probably not.  I was saying that there’s a problem.  The statistics in the U.S., and throughout most of the U.K. and France, are pretty bad.  I think it’s pretty clear that we haven’t recovered from slavery and the additional century of institutional racism that followed it [slavery]---nor do we have any right to expect we should be recovered.  It took a long time to do the damage.  It’s going to take a long time to fix it.

centerstreetmedia.com: What do you think about reparations to African Americans?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I favor it.  I don’t  see how anyone, in a rational state of mind, could be opposed to it.

centerstreetmedia.com: How would you do something like that, though?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Does that really matter? Doesn’t the principle alone justify it? Why not tax breaks?  Or straight up checks from the Fed?  That’s all beside the point.  [Long pause] If you discovered your neighbor’s great grandfather had stolen a priceless piece of art from your great grandfather,  and then he’d taken the profits from what he stole and passed them on to his descendants, wouldn’t you feel entitled to a piece of the pie?  You wake up every day and see your neighbor’s Porsche in the driveway.  You aren’t a little pissed? Just a little?  You can hear all the morally relative arguments you want on how this generation of white people isn’t responsible for the acts of previous generations.  That’s all fine and well, but white people in a society with a slave history are holding onto some things that ought to belong to Black people.  Sure it’s not your fault.  But you’ve still got some of their shit!  How in the hell does anyone get to decide that a century and a half is enough to call it all square? If there’s an error to be made in that situation, it ought to be on the long end.  Maybe by 2065, a couple centuries after the big show, maybe then we can hope to say the coast is clear on the damage that was done.  Maybe.  

centerstreetmedia.com: That reminds me of the Allen Dulles quote, “People have terrible memories.”

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: He also said, “People don’t read,” and he was right on both counts.  The arrogance that comes with forgetting history is a terrible thing.  But if you’re the one who got fucked over, historically speaking, you remember.  You remember real well.  I can’t imagine what it must be like to lie in bed at night and think about the things that were done to my own flesh and blood.  Then I have to get up and walk out in a world where I see the remnants of it every day? And no one pretends like there’s a problem? Give me a break, please.  That’s going to produce some anger.  You either recognize that and respect its legitimacy or, like I said earlier, you choose to live in denial.  Rationalize away.  You’re in denial so you can sleep at night.

centerstreetmedia.com: You’re like 100% Irish.  You don’t feel some of that?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, yes, I do---but it’s not the same thing as slavery.  Oppressed immigrants are one thing.  People reduced to a state of being someone else’s property---that’s a whole different thing.

centerstreetmedia.com:  OK, wow.  I’m trying to think of some other things we could talk about.  Have you seen any good movies lately?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, my nephew and I went to see “2 Fast 2 Furious,” the other night.  He tried to convince me to watch the DVD for the first one when we got home, but I threatened to withdraw his graduation present.

centerstreetmedia.com: So that would be a “No”?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  You know, I loved “The Matrix,” and I was very excited about the sequel.  I saw it, and I have to say, [long pause] what?  Have a little a acting with your fight scenes, won’t you? I was very disappointed.  That’s the only piece of cinema I’ve been remotely excited about in some time, and I feel like I got burned.  “Bowling for Columbine,” was good stuff.  Other than that, no.  Nothing’s really tripped my trigger.

centerstreetmedia.com: And you don’t live over here so you’re not hip to the TV stuff.

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  And, I must say, now that I’ve had a chance to catch up on some of it, I think it best that we keep it that way.  

centerstreetmedia.com: What have you seen?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Let’s see [pause].  I think it was called, “Who Will Marry my Father?” or something like that?  I also caught a bit of this “Fear Factor” which seems to be predicated on the same logic we used on the playground when I briefly lived in Baltimore as a young boy.  They had a lot of old fish heads near the docks, and, well [pause] Hey, who knew our ideas would make a TV show one day, eh?

centerstreetmedia.com:  OK, I’m going to just hit you with stuff as it occurs to me.  Ready?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Bring it.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Canada legalizes gay marriage.  Your first reaction?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  A done deal in the states and throughout Western Europe by 2015.
centerstreetmedia.com:  The U.K. has gone to confiscate and warn on marijuana.  Canada, those crazy Canadians, have essentially decriminalized it.  Your first reaction?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  America will continue to celebrate its puritan ethic by keeping it illegal while permitting states to have DUI laws that my ancestors would have killed for.  But, you know what that means? The States will still be the best place to burn one down.  It’s always a little more fun to do something wrong that really shouldn’t be wrong in the first place.  I believe it’s called civil disobedience.
centerstreetmedia.com: Harry Potter mania?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Never opened a single one of her books, but it’s good to see kids reading, isn’t it? You have to like that as a teacher.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Sure.  Ummmm.  Kobe Bryant?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  What a foolish, foolish man.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Democratic Party candidate for President?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Bill Clinton
centerstreetmedia.com:  Ahhhhhhh?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Dean, I guess.
centerstreetmedia.com:  I work for him.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  You do?
centerstreetmedia.com:  Yeah.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Good for you.  He’s the only one who really seems to make people take notice as far as I can tell.  But you gotta believe the cartoonists want Kerry.  Good Lord! That head!
centerstreetmedia.com:  It’s quite grand.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Is he a part of a rogue branch of the Kennedy family?
centerstreetmedia.com:  Does Nader run again?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I hope so.  He’s fun.  I love how the Democrats are still angry at him.  Takes the focus off losing Arkansas and Tennessee.  Now, there’s some denial for ya!  Plus, it’s refreshing to see a guy who’s at least somewhat in the limelight who truly doen’t give a shit about winning.  He says what he wants.  Secretly, I’d like Al Sharpton to win—but that’s all a part of the parallel universe I pretend to live in from time to time.  I saw some feed the other day where they were asking the candidates about gay marriages.  Everybody tried to talk around the question except him [Sharpton].  He just sort of looked at the guy like Bill Parcels looks at sportswriters.  His answer was direct, but in a way that sort of shamed the guy.  I loved it.  

centerstreetmedia.com:  You won an award for your piece that railed against American culture’s love of big automobiles.  Do you see any changes since you’ve returned to the states?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yeah, Hummers.  How the hell did that happen? Isn’t there a recession going on?
centerstreetmedia.com:  You’re preaching to the choir.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  The magnitude of the arrogance astounds me.
centerstreetmedia.com:  What was the biggest car you drove when you lived here.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Never owned one.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Really?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Why would you own a car in New York? I took cabs, the subway sometimes, flew, rented cars on the road.  London’s the same.  You’ve got to be crazy to want to drive in that town.  You’ve been there.  You know.
centerstreetmedia.com: When you say it’s arrogant to drive Hummers, is that taking into account the environment? the current geopolitical situation? What?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Everything.  It’s bad for the environment.  Does anyone out there really believe it’s not? It bitch-slaps the developing world while we’re manhandling them at the same time.
centerstreetmedia.com:  What do you mean?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  What does a young Palestinian man see when he sees more and more Americans, in uniform, in his part of the world? Not Korea.  Not Congo. His part of the world.  He knows it’s oil.  And even if you don’t believe that, you need to respect it as a Superpower.  If someone believes you’re motivated by something other than making the world a better place, then you need to respect that belief, work with it, cultivate it to the contrary.  Big fucking promos for vehicles that’ll use more gasoline in a hundred mile trip than the typical Palestinian’ll be able to afford in a year? That’s disrespect.  I’m not suggesting that everyone should blow up their car, but look around the world.  Take a gander at the average size of a car in downtown Berlin or Moscow.  There’s a consciousness about these things that Americans feel above.  “That doesn’t apply to me,” is essentially what you’re saying, whether you intend to say it or not.  Any PR firm worth its salt’ll tell you there’s a problem needing attention.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Someone who didn’t know you better might call you a socialist.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  True, that would be someone who doesn’t know me.  Full fledged socialism runs contrary to just about any version of the animal kingdom I’ve ever been acquainted with.  Take a good look at two tiny kids in a room with one toy between them.   It won’t work.  But the problem is, see,  some people take the human nature argument, like I just did, and they use it to justify exactly what we don’t want our kids doing.  Anything at the extreme is bad—socialism or capitalism.  You don’t want one of those kids having all the toys that get into the room after smacking the other kid in the face with the first toy!  I recall something about my parents telling me to share, not to take more than I need, things like that.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Does the West share enough with the developing world?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, that’s a softball question, and I can tell you know my answer will be ‘no,’ so I’ll just skip to the explanation.  You’ve got roughly 85% of the world living off of 15% of the economic resources out there.  Now, put that into the context of the example with the kids, but let’s make it a playground, with lots and lots of kids, and lots and lots of toys.  It doesn’t look right, not by a long shot.  Any caring adult would step in and right that wrong, if only for the time when everyone was on the playground.  It’s not a question of the West sharing enough.  It’s a question of the West being downright irresponsible.  How the statistics on AIDS in Africa don’t have people marching in the streets of Chicago is a terrible, terrible commentary on the nature of humans.  In the end, when we all grow up, it seems we’re quite comfortable with not sharing.  It’s very sad.
centerstreetmedia.com:  I want to ask another question, but I’m not a professional journalist.  I have a relationship with you that complicates this, because I don’t want to piss you off.  But I feel like I have to ask.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I doubt very much that you’ll piss me off because I think I know what you want to ask.  I’m rich?
centerstreetmedia.com: You’re rich, yes.  How did you know?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  It’s pretty natural to want to ask, don’t you think?
centerstreetmedia.com:  OK, well, this doesn’t seem to be bothering you so here goes:  What are you worth?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Probably around a hundred and forty million, give or take five.  We could call my secretary in Cleveland and check the bottom line if you want!
centerstreetmedia.com:  No, well, here’s the question:  With all that money, and all this philosophizing, what specifically are you doing to make the world better?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  In the short run, not nearly enough.  I decided a long time ago that my contribution, first and foremost, would be to promote consciousness in a way unique---[hesitates, starts over] in a way that was uniquely qualified.  This is hard to say correctly. [Pause]  I have an ability and a willingness to search out what most people from my background would never go near.  I’m doing no great duty, trust me.  My motives are selfish.  It’s just the way I am.  I want to go to Kinshasa and Damascus and Bosnia.  But I don’t want to just make a photo album.  I feel driven to write about it, get down into the mess,  advocate for what we agree is right, even though it flies in the face of conventional Western wisdom, that Western comfort zone.  I think my contribution is valid, and I know this sounds like a huge fucking rationalization.  And to a certain extent it is, sure.  Now, having said that, my siblings and their children all understand—there’ll be a little something for them when I pass.  Not much. No trust funds.  We’ve gotten clear on that.  Their kids will go to college.  [Laughs] I’m actually hoping to survive that phase.  But anyway, that’s about what it amounts to.  The vast majority [pause], and I’m talking 97, 98 percent.  The vast majority will end up in the hands of responsible, change creating institutions in the developing world.  At present, I fully fund two schools, ages 4 through 19---one in Ghana, one in Nigeria.  That’s the whole deal:  teaching staff, room, board, everything.  Each one has about 100 students.  And I cover college costs in cases where their government won’t, although, believe it or not, it’s rare I’m needed for that because those governments are so desperate for educated citizens to go overseas, get college degrees, and come home, which most of them do.  I think I’m covering college costs for about 12 students right now.  
centerstreetmedia.com:  Will your assets--is it weird we’re talking about you being dead?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Not so long as I get a chance to pack properly before I go.
centerstreetmedia.com: [Laughing] OK, well, that’s weird.  But, OK, I was asking, will your assets go to make more of these schools?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  I’m sure there’ll be more schools.  Actually, we’re planning on opening up two more in the next two years.  But a lot of those decisions will be left to those trusted souls running the foundations.  We’ve worked hard, my attorney and I, to create the proper balance between oversight and creativity.  If a foundation chair recognizes an urgent need, he or she’ll have the ability to call an audible and direct funds accordingly.  At the same time, no one will be getting any yachts, at least it better not work out that way.  I truly believe God’s going to think I’m a hoot, the kind of guy he’ll wanna rap to while we’re all hovering around in the clouds.  And I fully intend to be at all the A-List parties.  If I see some asshole floating off the coast of Seychelles with full frontal super models doing each other on the crew deck for his amusement, and it’s on my dime?---I’m not gonna be happy.  I’ll have the pull to call in a surprise airstrike—big ass waves, lightning, the kind of stuff that almost wasted Tom Hanks in that raft.
centerstreetmedia.com: Where do you plan to put the other two schools?

Faraday Jesus O’Bannion: Ahhhhhhhh! The question!! It’s been asked.  My attorney was shitting bricks over this possibility, but I convinced him there was nothing to fear.  You asked it! Good! Good for you!
centerstreetmedia.com: Does this mean I’m not such a terrible journalist?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, don’t quit the day job.  I’m kidding you.  No, well, let’s get the easy one out of the way.  We want to set up a school in Sierra Leone.  Since things have calmed down there, we’ve made a lot of good progress.  I think spring of 2004 is a strong target date.  
centerstreetmedia.com:  And the other location?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Ahem [Pause] Abadan.
centerstreetmedia.com: Where?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Abadan.  It’s just over the border from Iraq, in Iran, not far off the Persian Gulf.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Whoa!
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yeah.
centerstreetmedia.com:  How’s that going?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Pretty well aside from the fact that my FBI file is probably twice as thick now.  It’s a dicey area, especially with all the reports of people crossing over [the border], causing trouble, retreating back.  Kind of has a Ho Chi Minh trail feel to it, don’t you think?
centerstreetmedia.com:  It’ll be the same setup? The school, I mean.  It’ll be set up like the others?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Yes, but with the added twist here that—well, we have this policy.   We always want to preserve local culture.  So, you know, that means I may actually be funding an institution that, at times, won’t speak so nicely of this country.  My attorney’s nervous because he’s worried that one of these kids will leave school one day and go do something that Ashcroft thinks is terrorism, and them I’m an accessory or a conspirator or an enemy combatant or whatever the label would be.
centerstreetmedia.com:  Heavy stuff.
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  Well, first of all, can we stereotype these poor kids any more? Please!  You could use that argument in any of the places where we’re trying to do good.  Am I supposed to shy away from a place where there’s genuine need just because my country decided to fight a pre-emptive war next door?  There are young people there who need what we have to offer.  We’ve got local leaders on board.  That took some real convincing, but we’re about there.  I’ll be damned if I’m going to let a couple of hacks like Bush and Ashcroft tell me I can’t or shouldn’t do something I know in my heart to be right.  Plus, I have resources to hide if necessary.  What do you wanna bet Osama bin Laden is managing a McDonalds in Chevy Chase [Maryland]? If things went ballistic and I needed to go under, I’m not too worried about their hounds being able to keep the scent, you know?
centerstreetmedia.com:  Are you somewhat motivated by your unique ability to piss off the powers that be?
Faraday Jesus O’Bannion:  My God! Can you imagine the writing I’ll be able to do once Abadan’s up and running?  Of course.  It’s good to be bad, eh?  Especially when being bad is actually good!
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