
May 28, 1997


John H. Bell


715 Alexanderia Rd. SW


Jacksonville, AL 36265

Dr. Joseph Howell

1115 Leighton Ave.

Anniston, AL 36201

Dear Dr. Howell,

I have copied and enclosed the results of Mr. Lloyd’s findings as I promised.  I hope that you were not too set back by my fears and concerns today in your office.  I must admit that even though I have done nothing wrong, I have been terrified that Angela might be able to permanently take Andrew away from me.  I have already been lied to and tricked, to the point that I have not been able to see my little boy for nearly two months.  I called Mr. Bryan and he assured me that it would be all right for me to put my trust in you.  He advised me to cooperate with you fully and I intend to do just that.  I believe that you are concerned for Andrew and the legal issues will not influence your opinion of what is best for him.

I am not sure what Angela is telling everyone but I do know that she has convinced Andrew to be afraid of me.  This concerns me very much.  I called this afternoon and she let me speak to him. Andrew’s first words to me were, “Mommie said that you been mean to me.”  I tried to carry on a short conversation with him but it was very difficult.  He constantly stuttered to the point it was hard to understand him.  He then said good bye and hung up the phone.  Angela was on the extension and I asked her to put him back on the phone.  She asked him if we wanted to talk to his father and he said that he did not.  She asked him why and he said that I have been mean to him.  I do not know what this means but I doubt that it is good.  I want to hug him and reassure him that his daddy loves him and I am not mean.  It breaks my heart that Andrew is being poisoned to believe that his father is bad because this must confuse and hurt him very much.  I feel that the mental abuse that Angela is inflicting on him is repulsive and needs to stop immediately.  Please tell her that she should be telling Andrew that his daddy is not mean and that his daddy loves him very much.   

I hope you can find it in your heart to quickly do enough preliminary evaluations to determine that is all right for me to see Andrew.  His birthday is June 15th and I would be very grateful if I could deliver his presents in person.  Also, the second week of June, I have family members visiting and they have never had the opportunity to see Andrew.  My mother is traveling from Denver to Illinois to join up with my sister and her family, then they are all coming down together.  I hope they will be able to meet Andrew if only for a short visit.  Unless you have objections, would you please tell Angela that you do not see any harm in Andrew getting to meet his grandmother, aunt, uncle and cousins.  My mother has serious health problems and may never be able to repeat this trip.

I can appreciate that you have a very difficult job trying to determine what and who to believe when you are being told conflicting stories.  I know that Angela can be very convincing.  I want you to know that you are in my prayers and if I can be of any assistance, please call on me.  My phone number is 835-5421 at work and 435-0809 at home.

Sincerely,

John H. Bell

