John Bell, 238-6232

1712 Marguerite Ave,

Anniston, AL  36207

November 17, 1997

Dr. Howell

I was cleaning out some files at work and discovered that I still had some of the correspondence that occurred between Angela and various other men while we were married.  This might give you a little better insight into the troubles that you are dealing with and Angela’s personality.  Although I was only able to obtain a fraction of the messages that she sent and received, due to the sheer volume, I have included less than half of what I have in this package for you.  If you want the whole pile, you are certainly welcome to it.  This is written proof that Angela is a very disturbed person.  I hope and pray that she will seek help for her manic depression disorder.

Another interesting fact:

When I dropped Andrew off at his mom’s house Thursday morning, Angela and I had a few polite words for each other and then she said, “Oh, by the way; “We are getting married.  I am not sure when yet, but soon.”  I thought to myself that “WE” are not getting married, but I told her that I was very happy for her.  Before I could finish getting that out of my mouth, she closed the door in my face.  I do not want you to think that I am complaining about anything, I just thought you would find this interesting.

After calling Angela’s house many times and getting no answer or busy signals, she finally answered the phone last night and let me speak to Andrew.  He told me that Jon had come to stay with them this weekend.  I also spoke to her briefly and we worked out visitation for Wednesday and this weekend. 

You will be seeing Andrew again before you will see Angela and I.  Angela still refuses to hire someone to watch Andrew while we talk with you.  I asked her why and she said that she did not know anyone that she could ask to watch him.  I told her that I would get someone if she would pay them.  She refused, so we did not make an appointment.  She insisted on making an appointment for just Andrew and I told her that I would not agree to that and would not pay for it.  She agreed to pay the entire amount for that visit.  It seems to me that it would have served everyone better and been less expensive for her to pay one of my students ten bucks to watch Andrew.  

You may be wondering why I am not willing to just pay the $10 every time.  Having just bought a house, (to avoid paying capital gains taxes on the sale of Sherry’s house in TN.), Sherry and I have an ever-increasing amount of financial obligations.  When we married, this past January, Sherry had several thousand dollars worth of credit card debt.  Also, I had recently secured a loan on a piece of land to consolidate my bills.  Since then, we have had to pay lawyers and psychologist so that I could get to see Andrew.  Sherry had a leased car that was falling apart and had to be replaced.

Today, our credit card debt is still very significant, we owe for my truck, for Sherry’s car, for that lot out at Edgefield Farm, and for our house.   I make a good salary but I pay Angela nearly a third of my monthly take home pay, $635.00/month, for child support.  Sherry has a clerical job and does not make a lot of money, especially after you consider day care expenses.  I have been working on weekends teaching continuing education classes and I am also going to school.  I had to take two graduate level computer science courses or lose my job.  I am a hard worker and a survivor, but there is not a whole lot more that I can do right now to earn extra money.  Do you need a new computer system for your office?  I am willing to barter my labor. <Smile>

I pray every day for the lord to show me the light at the end of the tunnel and to guide and direct everyone involved in this mess.  I especially pray for you, Ray Bryan, and Angela, asking God to lead you all to do what is best for Andrew.  He is an innocent child that has been shoved into a situation that he is not mature enough to deal with.  I love my son with all of my heart and want what is best for him.  I also believe that he would be better off living with Sherry, Madalyn, and I.  We have a stable and happy home that is very nurturing for children.  Please call Madalyn’s day care and inquire about how happy and well adjusted she is.  She stays at The Children’s Place and Sandra Blackstone (Mrs. “B”) is the director and the phone number is 236-6633.

Living with us, Andrew would have the consistency that he needs and he would be given the attention that a child deserves.   If your wondering what I mean by this, just ask Andrew how much his mom plays on the computer and ask him what he does while she is playing on the computer.  I have no way to prove it, but I believe that Angela spends between 30 and 50 hours per week on the computer.  The only phone number that I have to her house is the one connected to the computer and this number is busy almost every evening when they are at home.

Dr. Howell, I hope and pray that this helps to give you a better understanding of the entire situation that we are all dealing with and you can make better informed decisions about what is in Andrew’s best interest.  Please call me if I can further explain anything for you.

Sincerely,

John H. Bell

