May 5, 1998

Dear Andrew,

I hope that someday you will have the opportunity to read this letter so that you can get a better insight of why I relinquished my parental rights to your mother and allowed Jon Sandberg to adopt you.  This is the hardest thing that I have ever done and I hope and pray that it is the best thing for you in the long run.

I doubt that you remember much about what happened when you were four years old and I am sure that your mother has been telling you that I am not a very good daddy.  You can judge for yourself.  I suspect that you have been very angry with me for leaving and I can not blame you for being angry.  I am angry too.  I never wanted to leave.

All of this non-sense first started when I married Sherry.  Your mom was extremely upset when all of a sudden you had a little stepsister.  In fact, she would not even let you call her your sister.  You had to call her Madalyn.  

Your mom called me at work one day last spring and told she needed to see me immediately about a matter concerning you.  I jumped in the truck and sped over to her house.  When I arrived, she served me lemonade and explained that she was going to fix it so that I would not get to see you anymore.  She had papers prepared which would terminate my parental rights and told me that I could either sign them now or she would make sure I was destitute and then she would take you away from me anyway.  I did not sign her papers and she has kept her promise.  I am emotionally drained, thousands of dollars in debt, and it is very clear that she will not stop until I give in to her.

You do not have to believe anything that I am telling you.  There are plenty of court records on file to prove everything that I am telling you.  The reason I have to leave here is because your mother has been falsely accusing Sherry and I of being abusive to you.  She has been convincing you that I have kicked and hit you and Sherry has spanked you leaving bruises.  She has also convinced you to tell The Department of Human Resources (DHR) that we have done these things.  I do not blame you in any way.  You are only a child and you should want to please your mother.  I have NEVER hit or kicked you and Sherry never spanked you.  I did spank you when you pushed Madalyn out of the back of our truck though.  I sat you down and explained why I was going to spank you, I swatted your little bottom 3 times with a little paddleball paddle, and then I asked you if it hurt and explained why it was not nice to hurt people.

I have been picking you up at your mother’s house every Wednesday and every other weekend.  On Wednesday’s we go to church (except the weeks when we have to see the psychologist) and you have choir practice (we call it singing class) and we try to do something special every weekend when you visit.  A couple of weeks ago at “singing class”, according to the teacher, you and Madalyn got into a little scuffle.  You pushed Madalyn and she bit you on the shoulder leaving a nickel-sized bruise.  The following day, your mother took you to the emergency room and you told the examining Doctor that I hit you.  Your mother also reported it to DHR.  This is the third time that your mom has reported that either Sherry or I have abused you.

The reason I have to leave Anniston is, if your mother files another abuse complaint to DHR, there is a very high likelihood that they will come to our home and take Madalyn away until they complete their investigation.  Sherry and I are not willing to allow Madalyn to be hurt because your mother is bent on hurting me.

Last week, I asked my attorney to find out what it would take for your mother to stop all of this madness (I knew what the answer would be but I wanted it to be official.)  He checked with your mother’s attorney and your mother reported that she wanted me to give up all of my parental rights.  I have agreed to give her what she wants under the condition that your step dad, Jon, adopts you and raises you as his own.  I have also requested that your mom send me a photograph of you twice per year, once every summer around your birthday and once every Christmas.  I also requested that I be allowed to send you Christmas and birthday, cards and gifts.  My final request was to be allowed to see you one last time and give you all of your belongings that you have at our house.  

This has broken my heart.  I love you with every fiber in my being and I truly believe that in the long run you will be much better off with me out of your life for now.  Not because, I am mean to you or I have a bad temper, but because I firmly believe that your mother will not stop until she gets what she wants.  Even if it means hurting you.  I am willing to give up the thing I want most, my relationship with you, so that your pain can be eased.  I know that this does not mean that you will not be hurt.  My leaving has got to be painful for you.  I hope that when you are old enough to read this that you will understand the whole picture and can find it in your heart to forgive me.

I want you to be a part of my life and there is nothing that would make me happier than being involved with your life again.  You are always welcome in my home.  It would answer many of my prayers to have you with me again someday.   

