The Wedding Times News

[image: image1.wmf]
Well, we have about 4 months until our BIG day!  We want to thank you, in advance for agreeing to help us to make our wedding day so special.  We’ll be relying on you more and more in the coming months.

This is the first of a series of newsletters that we hope to be sending to keep everyone up-to-date with the planning and preparing for our special day.
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Important Dates to Remember:

These dates are subject to change. We will keep you updated.

ASAP
Order bridesmaids’ dresses and shoes


(approximate cost $150)

9/9/00
Reserve tuxedos; have measurements


taken at the shop

(approximate cost $89-129)

9/17/00
Bridal Show (Kalamazoo)

10/15/00
Dresses & shoes should be delivered to


Mary & Larry’s house (hopefully)

10/31/00
Halloween…the anniversary of our first date!

11/15/00
Initial dress fittings (bring shoes!)

11/30/00
Final dress fittings

12/2-16/00
Bachelor/bachelorette parties (or earlier)

12/18/00
Have dresses pressed/steamed

12/22/00
8th Annual Pre-Christmas Bash!!

12/30/00
Wedding rehearsal; Pick-up tuxedos

12/31/00
PARTY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Who’s Who?

Here is a list of everyone who has agreed to be involved in this “event” so far:

Bride:  Loreene (‘Rain) Broker

Groom:  John Kemperman

Maid of Honor:  April Kovac

Bridesmaids:  Crystal Kinney and Brooke Smith

Best Man:  Keith Walton

Groomsman:  Gary Fielbelkorn

Honorary Best Man:  Eric Kemperman

Ushers:  Jay Broker and Brad Monje

Elevator Attendant:  Joel Bartholomew 

Bride’s Parents:  Larry and Mary Broker

Bride’s Grandparents:  Andy and Ellen Broker

Groom’s Family:  Don and Laurel Sedlacek

                             Margaret Kemperman

Readers:  Andy Broker, Jason & Kelly

                     Bartholomew, & Derren Bartholomew

Guest Book Attendants:  Tabitha Broker &

                                                            Derek Ferrel

Gift Table Attendants:  Tannis Bennett, Margaret

                                  Kemperman, & Brooke Smith

Cake Servers:  Kristina Charles & Tracey Malcolm
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So now you’re a bridesmaid or a groomsman or an usher.  What does that mean?  Check out the list of duties enclosed.  Don’t be over-whelmed!  This is just a list of what we may ask you to do to help us in get ready for the Main Event!

Thanks again for helping us out!  We really appreciate it and plan to make it well worth your while.  This is going to be a GREAT party!

Love,

JohnandRain&Eric

The Wedding Times News Supplement – Duties

Maid of Honor

· Coordinate the bridesmaids

· Attend dress fittings & rehearsal; pose for pictures

· Plan & host the shower/bachelorette

· Keep a record of shower/wedding gifts

· Help the bride dress & finish packing on the wedding day; help bride pack emergency kit

· Stand next to the bride, hold the bride’s bouquet, sign the marriage license

· Care for the bride’s things at ceremony & reception

· Offer a toast at the reception

· Remove all items from bride’s room after ceremony

· Move emergency kit from ceremony to reception

· Know where the tossing bouquet is at the reception and get it when necessary
Bridesmaids

· Help with reception favors & bubbles

· Attend dress fittings & rehearsal; pose for pictures

· Do errands for the bride

· Participate in/help to plan shower/bachelorette

· Help rouse single women for bouquet toss
Best Man

· Arrange bachelor party

· Try on tuxedo (including studs & cuff links) before leaving the rental shop

· Attend rehearsal; pose for pictures

· Help groom get ready for the ceremony

· Serve as Chief of Staff at the wedding

· Provide groom’s transportation to the ceremony…arrive at church at 3:00 pm

· Stand next to the groom, hold the rings/family medallion, sign the marriage license

· Pay limo driver, DJ, etc.

· Offer first toast at the reception; read letters and good wishes that may be received by mail

· Return the groom (& Eric’s) tuxedos to rental shop
Groomsman/Honorary Best Man

· Try on tuxedo (including studs & cuff links) before leaving the rental shop

· Attend rehearsal; pose for pictures

· Assist groom with errands & ushers (if needed)

· Arrive at church at 3:00 pm

Readers (4)
· Pre-read & practice passage (attached) 

· Arrive at church at 4:00 pm to check mic
· Bring a copy of your passage with you

Host/Hostess 
· Arrive at church at 2:00 pm
· Help pin-on corsages/boutonnières

· Help bride with her train

· Answer ALL questions at the church & reception for the bride & groom


Ushers

· Try on tuxedo (including studs & cuff links) before leaving the rental shop

· Attend rehearsal; pose for pictures

· Arrive at church at 3:00 pm

· Escort guests to their seats (friends of the bride on the left, of the groom on the right), offering female guests your right arm

· Get a list from the bride/groom of guests who are to be seated in reserved pews

· For women who will be escorted to their seats just before ceremony or who will process into the church (families & attendants), put their purses at their seats in the pew before the ceremony (also, Mary & Larry’s candles)

· Pass out programs & candles to all guests

· Light altar & window candles at church

· Pull aisle runner into position as bridal march begins

· Give directions to the church & reception site

· Check ceremony site for lost or left items, including bride & groom’s rooms (should be the last to leave)
· Gather lost or left items from reception
Parents of the Bride/Family of the Groom

· Pass along gift & registry ideas to inquiring guests

· Attend rehearsal; pose for photos

· Escort bride down aisle

· Offer toasts at the reception

· Special dances at reception

· Store the wedding dress, top layer of cake, & topper; deposit gift checks
· Gather lost or left items from reception
Guest Book Attendants
· Arrive early to the ceremony & reception, get ready for guests; greet guests

· Assist guests in signing “poster”

· Move “poster” from church to reception

Gift Table Attendants

· Arrive early (if possible) to the reception,  get things ready for the guests, and greet guests

· Keep watch over the gifts (the hotel will be busy)

· Help guests place gifts on the table

· After the reception, help transport gifts to Mary & Larry’s house and/or bride & groom’s room
Cake Servers

· Arrive early (if possible) to the reception,  get things ready for the guests, and greet guests

· Cut & serve cake to guests (see attached guidelines)

· Keep supply of cake available during reception

· Save toppers & top layer for bride & groom

· Pack cake at end of reception for families
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GROOMSMEN & USHERS NEWS
The general shirt & tuxedo style have been chosen…but I need some help with the vests!  Here is a picture of the tuxedo that I have chosen:
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Shirts will be ivory; ties will be black or will match the vest (depending on the vest that is chosen.)

My vest will be ivory.  Keith’s vest will be burgundy; Gary & Eric’s will be hunter green.  Jay & Brad will wear black.

We will meet at Semplinger’s Tuxedo World (across from Hudson’s) in the Lakeview Square Mall in Battle Creek on Sunday 1 October 2000 at 1:00 pm for measuring and ordering. 

If you have any questions, just give me a call (616  432 4333) or an email (johnandrain@voyager.net).  See you Sunday! 

John

Important Dates to Remember:

9/30/00
Order bridesmaids’ dresses and shoes


(approximate cost $200)

10/1/00
Reserve tuxedos; have measurements


taken at the shop

(approximate cost $85)


BRIDESMAIDS NEWS

URGENT NEWS:  There is a new dress.  We are meeting to go to the bridal shop to order the dresses on Saturday 30 September 2000 at 1:00pm in the parking lot of The Keg in Mendon.

Here is a picture of the dress:
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April and I saw the dress at a bridal show and it really is fabulous.  April will wear Plumberry (in picture, right); Crystal and Brooke will wear Seafoam.   For shoes we will need to find silver sandals.  

I am planning to bring my dress, shoes, etc. to the shop, too, so that everyone can see it and how well these dresses match it!

The cost of the dress is about $190.  Alterations are included.  The shop (Bridal Creations, corner of Drake & West Main in Kalamazoo) requires 50% down at the time of ordering.

If you have any questions, just give me a call (616  432 4333) or an email (johnandrain@voyager.net).  See you Saturday! 

Loreene 
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We’re getting near the end (45 days and counting)…and it seems like it has been a long time coming!  (Just kidding.)  Everything is ordered, things are coming in the mail everyday, and the bills are being paid!

There are just a few things left to do before the real fun begins.

Important Dates to Remember:

These dates are subject to change. We will keep you updated.

12/15/00
Bridesmaids’ dresses arrive at shop

(hopefully)
Initial dress fittings (bring shoes!)

11/30/00
Final dress fittings

12/1/00
Bridesmaids, start breaking-in shoes

12/2-16/00
(or earlier) Bridal shower, bachelor/bachelorette parties
12/18/00
Have dresses pressed/steamed

12/22/00
8th Annual Pre-Christmas Bash!!

12/29/00
Pick-up tuxedos and bridesmaids’ dresses (if you haven’t already)

12/30/00
Wedding rehearsal
12/31/00
PARTY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Tuxedo Note:

Guys, when you pick up your tuxedos, be sure to try on everything, including the studs and cuff links and shoes, before leaving the shop.  Make sure that all buttons and zippers work!  If you need extra black socks, they are available at the shop, too.

Bridesmaids:
When you visit the shop for your fittings, be sure to wear your shoes and the undergarments that you will be wearing for the wedding so that the fit will be perfect! 
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Program!  Get Your Program…

Please proof the spelling of your name for the program.  If we have anything wrong, let us know right away, so that we can correct it before we print the programs (11/24/00).  Thanks for taking a look!

Maid of Honor:  April Kovac

Bridesmaids:  Crystal Kinney and Brooke Smith

Best Man:  Keith Walton

Groomsman:  Gary Fiebelkorn

Honorary Best Man:  Eric Kemperman

Ushers:  Jay Broker and Brad Monje

Elevator Attendant:  Joel Bartholomew 

Bride’s Parents:  Larry and Mary Broker

Bride’s Grandparents:  Andrew and Ellen Broker

Groom’s Family:  Don and Laurel Sedlacek

                             Margaret Kemperman

Readers:  Andrew Broker, Jason & Kelly

                     Bartholomew, & Derren Bartholomew

Guest Book Attendants:  Tabitha Broker &

                                                            Derek Ferrel

(Tabitha…give me a call, I’ve got another question for you, too.  Loreene)

Gift Table Attendants:  Tannis Bennett &

                                     Margaret Kemperman

Cake Servers:  Kristina Charles & Tracey Malcolm

Hosts & Hostesses:  Steve and Holly Fryling

                                 Robert and Tammy Hughes

(((((((((((
Feel free to call (616  432 4333) or email us (johnandrain@voyager.net) any time!

(((((((((((((
And if you are surfin’ the WWW, check us out at

http://www.geocities.com/johnandrainanderic

(((((((((((
JohnandRain&Eric

The Wedding Times News

[image: image8.wmf]
When:
Saturday 30 December 2000

6:30 pm


(See schedule at right ()

Where:  First United Methodist Church



and


Three Rivers Inn   

Why:
3 – Rs ( Rehearse

                            Relax

                            Remember

Who:
Pastor Don Fry, officiant


April Kovac, maid of honor


Crystal Kinney,


Brooke Smith,


Keith Walton, best man


Gary Fiebelkorn, groomsman


Eric Kemperman, honorary best man


Jay Broker,


Brad Monje,


Jim Chase, sound engineer


Lawrence Renuart, photographer


Mary & Larry Broker, bride’s parents


Andy & Ellen Broker, bride’s grandparents


Don & Laurel Sedlacek, groom’s family

Bob & Tammy Hughes, host & hostess

Andy Broker, 

Steve & Holly Fryling,

(Spouses and significant others are welcome to attend, too…just let us know so that dinner arrangements are accurate.)  RSVP by phone (616  432 4333) or email (johnandrain@voyager.net).

(((((((((((
Have you checked us out on the WWW?

http://www.geocities.com/johnandrainanderic
(((((((((((

Important Dates to Remember:

12/29/00
Pick-up tuxedos and bridesmaids’ dresses (if you haven’t already)

12/29/00
Girls’ Night Out/Bachelorette (contact 


April at 616-278-9333)

12/30/00
Wedding rehearsal & Bridesmaids 


Slumber-Party
12/31/00
PARTY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Schedule of Events:

	6:30 pm
	Rehearse ceremony at First United Methodist Church

(215 N. Main St, Three Rivers …across from Old Kent Bank)

	7:00 pm
	

	7:30 pm
	Dinner & fun at Three Rivers Inn (corner of Broadway & US-131)

	8:00 pm
	

	8:30 pm
	A little something special from the bride & groom!!!

	9:00 pm
	Decorate the banquet rooms for the reception

	9:30 pm
	

	10:00 pm
	Bride & bridesmaids’ slumber party!


Also in this issue…

* Wedding Day Time Table ~ Who has to be where and when on the big day

* Duties & Responsibilities ~ “I thought you were doing that!”  How to avoid last-minute confusion

*Excerpts from our ceremony ~ There are a few special parts for everyone


We have had fun planning this event with all of you…and the last two days promise to be the most fun!

Thanks again for all of your help!

We could never have done it without you.

Love,

JohnandRain&Eric
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