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Translation of Palette Submenus


Copyright John Paul Osborne 2001

http://www.geocities.com/john_paul_osborne
josborne01@aol.com
This document provides detailed instructions on how to translate the text associated with palette submenus in ROBOLAB 2.5.1.
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Requirements

· Your PC must satisfy the minimum system requirements for running ROBOLAB 2.5x (RAM, Disk Space, etc.) 

· You will need the PC Version of ROBOLAB 2.5.1

· You will need a text editor program, i.e. Notepad, Wordpad, Textpad, etc.

Introduction

There are two steps to translating submenu text:

1. Translation of Text
Translate all the text in an external text editor program.

2. Replacement of Text
Manually insert the translated text into the palettes.

These two steps are explained in more detail below.

Step One:  Translation of Text

The first step is to translate all of the text that appears in the submenus.  This text appears in Figure 1 below and has also been collected into a file called palettes.txt.  This file is available for download from the website listed on the front of this document.
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Figure 1.   Palettes.txt:  Text to be translated

After translation of the text in Figure 1 you should have two lists:  one list with the original English text and the other with translated text.  You are now ready to continue.

Step Two:  Replacement of Text

Follow the steps below to replace the submenu text.

1. Edit INI file
Open Robolab2.ini in a text editor program like Notepad (double-clicking on the file will probably open it in Notepad).  Robolab2.ini is probably located at:  C:\ROBOLAB\Engine\Robolab2.ini.  Look in this file for the following line:

FunctionBrowser.ShowConfigButton=False

Change it to true:

FunctionBrowser.ShowConfigButton=True
2. Start ROBOLAB
If you can’t find a shortcut to ROBOLAB, double-click on Robolab2.exe which is probably located at:  C:\ROBOLAB\Engine\Robolan2.exe
3. When ROBOLAB has finished loading, hit SHIFT-F1.  This will halt execution of ROBOLAB so you can edit the code.

4. Select File > New VI from the menu.  This will open a new VI.

5. Close the “Introduction” screen (the screen where you choose PROGRAMMER or INVESTIGAOTR or ADMINISTRATOR).  This will leave you with only ONE window open in ROBOLAB.

6. If you cannot see the Function palette, right-click on the diagram and then click once on the push-pin in the functions palette so that it opens and remains open (see Figure 2 below).
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Figure 2.  Opening the functions palette

7. Click once on the “options” button in the palette (as seen in Figure 3 below).
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Figure 3.  Opening the Functions Browser

8. Click on the “Edit Palettes” button as seen in Figure 4 below.
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Figure 4.  Click on the Edit Palettes button

9. Choose the palette to edit
Start by choosing the palette named “Inventor 2” from the drop-down list in the “Edit Controls and Functions Palette” window as seen in Figure 5 below.
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Figure 5.  Choose the palette to from the drop-down list

10. Browse through the palette that appears.  For each submenu, right-click on it and choose “Rename Submenu” as seen in Figure 6 below.
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Figure 6.  Right-click on each submenu and choose "Rename Submenu"

11. Insert the translated text
A window will pop-up asking you for the new name.  Insert the translated word.
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Figure 7.  Inserting the translated text for a submenu

12. Browse through the current palette and translate ALL other submenus.  Make sure that you have translated ALL the submenus in the palette before continuing.  Some submenus may be within other submenus in a hierarchical structure.

13. After translating all submenus for the current palette.  Save the changes by clicking on the save changes button (see Figure 8 below).
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Figure 8.  Save changes to the palette

14. Repeat steps 6 through 13 for the following palettes:

Inventor 3
Inventor 4
Investigator 4
Investigator 5
Investigator 5new
Level 4

Make sure to save changes after translating each palette.

15. When all 7 palettes have been translated, quit ROBOLAB.

16. Change INI file back to original
Open Robolab2.ini in a text editor program again and change the following line: 

FunctionBrowser.ShowConfigButton=True

change it back to:

FunctionBrowser.ShowConfigButton=False
If you can’t see the functions palette, right-click on the diagram and then click once on the pushpin in the palette.  This will make the palette stay open all the time.





Moving the mouse over a submenu will make text appear at the top of the palette.





This documents explains how to translate that text.





Click once on the “options” button to open the Functions Browser.





Click on Edit Palettes
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