CURRICULUM VITAE:   JOHN ABRAHAMSON
SUMMARY

John Abrahamson is an Executive in Advisory and Structured Finance with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia and a Director of three of the Bank's subsidiary companies in Malta.  John has 16 years experience in Australian and International Taxation and Structured Finance, including 6 years Hong Kong, and 4 years in Structured Finance, Commonwealth Bank of Australia in Sydney.  

He completed secondary eduction at Westminster School in Adelaide, and is qualified with Bachelor of Economics and Bachelor of Laws degrees from the University of Adelaide, and Master of Laws degree from Monash University in Melbourne. 

John is admitted as a Barrister and Solicitor in the Supreme Court and the High Court of Australia.  He is a Member of International Fiscal Association and a Fellow of the Taxation Institute of Australia. 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

1.
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Executive, Advisory and Structured Finance, Bank to Bank transactions (4.5 years, January 2000 to Current) and a Director of Newport Limited, CommInternational Limited and CommFinance Limited. Origination, product development, negotiation and execution of Structured Finance bank to bank transactions, including exempt income, Foreign Tax Credit, US FASIT, and New Zealand transactions.

2.
Baker & McKenzie, Senior Associate, (3 years, 1996 to 2000).

Tax planning including mergers and acquisitions, restructuring, research and development, financial institutions and products, litigation and revenue negotiation.

3.
Arthur Andersen, Hong Kong, Tax Manager, (3 years, 1993 to 1996). 

Tax advising on International and Hong Kong taxation issues, structuring for cross border investment, taxation of derivatives, and corporate and individual tax compliance.

4.
KPMG Peat Marwick, Hong Kong, Tax Manager, (3 years, 1990 to 1993).

Tax advising for financial institutions, fund managers and trading companies on Hong Kong and international tax issues, and corporate tax compliance for European bank branches.  

5.
Freehill Hollingdale & Page, Solicitor, (1.5 years, 1989 to 1990).


Advising on capital gains, superannuation, stamp duty, payroll tax, royalty agreements, withholding tax, tax audits and property transactions. 

6.
Arthur Andersen, Tax Consultant and Tax Senior, (1.5 years, 1987 to 1989)

Tax advice and compliance for corporates and individuals, including capital gains tax, dividend imputation, thin capitalisation, and corporate and trust tax returns. 

QUALIFICATIONS

1.
Bachelor of Economics B.Ec, University of Adelaide, graduated 1986. 
2.
Bachelor of Laws LL.B, University of Adelaide, graduated 1987, Major International Law.

3.
Master of Laws LL.M, Monash University, graduated 1996 with five distinctions.

4.
Barrister and Solicitor, Supreme Court of Victoria, Admitted to practice in May 1990.

5.
Barrister and Solicitor, High Court of Australia, Admitted to practice in May 1990.

6.
Member of the Law Society of Victoria, Joined the LSV in 1990.

7.
Member of the International Fiscal Association, Joined IFA in October 2003.

8.
Fellow of the Taxation Institute of Australia, Fellow of the TIA from 1987.

CURRENT ROLE

John's current role is in origination, product development, negotiation and execution of Structured Finance bank to bank transactions.

Origination role involves meeting and negotiation with members of other banks to consider new transactions.

Product development role involves reviewing regulatory capital, accounting and taxation implications of proposed investment and funding transactions, including Australian and international taxation issues. 

Negotiation and execution involves negotiating terms with counterparties and obtaining internal Bank approvals including Group Risk, Group Taxation, Group Treasury and Group Legal.

These activities are part of small teams comprising members of the Bank's Principal Structured Solutions, Execution, and Financial Analysis groups within Structured Finance in the Commonwealth Bank, who are assigned to particular transactions. 

John has been closely involved in 5 major Bank to Bank transactions, in excess of AUD 500m, with Merrill Lynch, Lehman Brothers, Rabobank, Macquarie Bank and National Australia Bank.   

He has also been closely involved in 3 major Bank to Corporate transactions, in excess of AUD 100m, with a UK corporate, a US corporate and a Swiss corporate.

ARTICLES WRITTEN

These are articles and papers written by John which have been published in Australia, Hong Kong, the United Kingdom and the United States.

1.
Cross Border Structured Finance Arbitrage Transactions in Australia, Tax Planning International - Financing, BNA International, February 2002, Vol 2 No 2 p 22.

2.
Structured Finance – Operating and Finance Leasing in Australia, Tax Planning International Review, Washington, October 2000, Vol 27 No 10 p 21.

3.
Taxation of Derivatives – Australia, Chapter on Australia in Principles of Financial Derivatives, US and International Taxation,  RIA Group, New York, 1999.

4.
Goods and Services Tax in Australia – Mergers and Acquisitions, Tax Planning International Review, Washington, November 1999, Vol 26 No 11 p 11.

5.
Taxation of Swap Transactions in Australia, Derivatives, Tax, Regulation and Finance, Warren Gorham & Lamont, May/June 1999, Vol 4 No 5 p 234.

6.
Tax Climate in Asia – Australia, Tax Planning International, Asia Pacific Focus, BNA International, London, May 1999, Vol 2 No 3 p3.
7.
Taxation of Electronic Commerce in Australia, Tax Planning International, E-commerce, BNA International, London, February 1999, Vol 1 No 2 p3.

8.
Leveraged Leasing and the Bellinz Case, Asia Pacific Legal Developments Bulletin, Baker & McKenzie, Sydney, October 1998, Vol 13 No 3 p 3.

9.
Investment in Australia and State Transaction Taxes - Stamp Duty, Tax Notes International, Tax Analysts, Arlington, September 21 1998, Vol 17 No 12 p 897.

10.
Tax Planning for Employees Transferred to Australia, Tax Planning International, Asia Pacific Focus, BNA International, London, August 1998, Vol 1 No 4 p 3.

11.
Double Taxation - Commissioner of Taxation v Lamesa, Tax Planning International, Asia Pacific Focus, BNA International, May 1998, Vol 1 No 3 p 23.
12.
Investments in Australia Companies and the Debt Forgiveness Provisions, Tax Notes International, Tax Analysts, Arlington, January 19, 1998, Vol 16 No 3 p 159.

13.
The Lamesa Case, Tax Treaties and Investments, Taxation in Australia, Taxation Institute of Australia, Sydney, May 1998, Vol 32 No 8 p 432.

14.
Taxation and the Internet, Asia Pacific Legal Developments Bulletin, Baker & McKenzie, Sydney, March 1998.

15.
Taxation Reform, the Financial Arrangements Proposals, Asia Pacific Legal Developments Bulletin, Baker & McKenzie, September 1997, Vol 12 No 3 p 9.

16.
Australia/Taiwan Tax Agreement - Incentives for Business, Asia Pacific Legal Developments Bulletin, Baker & McKenzie, Sydney, June 1997, Vol 12 No 2 p 6.

17.
China, Planning for Foreign Investment, International Tax Review, London, February 1996.

18.
New Vietnam Tax Laws, The Hong Kong Accountant, Hong Kong Society of Accountants, Hong Kong, July/August 1995.
19.
China Brings in Holding Regime, International Tax Review, Euromoney, London, June 1995.

20.
The Land Appreciation Tax, International Tax Review, Euromoney, May 1995.

21.
Hong Kong Business Rules, Business Environment in Hong Kong, French Business Association, Hong Kong, 1994.

22.
Income Source Rules, Tax Notes International, Tax Analysts, December 1993.
23.
Hong Kong - Taxation Reform, China; Open for Business; and Vietnam - A Market Driven Economy, Professionals' Guide to International Tax 1994, Sethawk, 1994.
24.
The Japanese Taxation System, CCH Journal of Asia Pacific Taxation, CCH Australia, Sydney, September/October 1989.

LECTURES PRESENTED

These are lectures and presentations given by John on Structured Finance and International Taxation issues in London, Hong Kong, Copenhagen, Zurich, Nice and Lugano.

1.
International Tax - Structured Finance, Sheltons, presenter, London, 25-26 September 2003.

2.
International Tax - Hybrids Conference, Sheltons, Australian presenter, Nice, 18-19 September 2003

3.
International Tax - Structured Finance, Sheltons, London, 4 and 5 June 2003

4.
International Tax - Basic and Advanced, co-presenter, Blue and Silver one week courses with Sheltons, Copenhagen, August 2002.

5.
International Tax - Private Banking, co-presenter, in house course with Sheltons for Credit Suisse Private Banking, Zurich, July 2002

6.
International Tax - Hybrid entities and financing, co-presenter with Sheltons, Lugano, June 2002.

7.
Mergers and Acquisitions in Australia, Baker & McKenzie Asia Pacific Tax Conference, Hong Kong, 6 November 1999.

8.
GST – Mergers and Acquisitions and Cross Border Transactions, Baker & McKenzie Client Seminar, Melbourne, 13 October 1999.

9.
GST – Financial Institutions Transactions, Baker & McKenzie Client Seminar, Melbourne, co-presenter, 29 September 1999.

10.
GST – Property Transactions, Baker & McKenzie Client Seminar, Melbourne, co-presenter, 13 September 1999.

11.
GST – Introduction and transitional Issues, Baker & McKenzie Client Seminar, Melbourne, co-presenter, 1 September 1999.

12.
Mergers and Acquisitions in Australia, Baker & McKenzie Asia Pacific Tax Conference, Kuala Lumpur, November 1998.

13.
Distribution of Software in Australia Baker & McKenzie Asia Pacific Tax Conference, Kuala Lumpur, November 1998.

14.
Business Law in China, RMIT Melbourne, September 1998.

15.
Taxation of Electronic Commerce, Baker & McKenzie, Asia Pacific Tax Conference, Bangkok 1997.

16.
Repatriation of Profits from Australia, Baker & McKenzie Asia Pacific Tax Conference, Bangkok 1997.
17.
Hong Kong Taxation, Capital Markets, Capital Markets and Derivatives, Macquarie University Master of Finance, Hong Kong 1995.

18.
Australian Corporations Law, Curtin University Bachelor of Commerce, Hong Kong 1993, supervisor Laurie Factor, Curtin University, Perth.

19.
Hong Kong Taxation Issues, KPMG staff for Hong Kong Society of Accountants examination, Hong Kong 1993.

20.
Field Audits in Hong Kong, Hong Kong Tax Discussion Group, Hong Kong 1992.

OTHER INTERESTS INCLUDE

1.
Hiking - Flinders Ranges and Blue Mountains, Hong Kong trail, Huang Shan mountains in China, Bernese Oberland in Switzerland, Gerainger Fjord and Lofoten Islands in Norway.

2.
Yachting - Sydney Interbank sailing competition, best place is 2nd across line out of 35 boats, crewing a Sydney 38 yacht.  In 2002 with CYC Twilight Race Series 'Sea Slugs' in a Sydney 36 yacht.  Also crewed Beneton 42 and Cavalier 35.

CONTACT DETAILS

Office:  
(612) 9312 4826

Fax:     
(612) 9312 4803

Home:  
(612) 9929 8413

Mobile:  
04 1380 6262

Address:  
32/48 Alfred Street, Milson’s Point, NSW 2061, Australia

E-mail:     
john.abrahamson@cba.com.au
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