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Supporters:
Whereas in recent years the Student Association has allocated funds, at least $5,000 annually since 2001 and not even including the $20,000+ annual USSA membership dues that the Student Association paid until 2004, for a week-long trip to Washington, DC under the premise of participating in the United States Student Association (USSA) Legislative Conference (LegCon), and

Whereas LegCon has many workshops and lobbying visits to federal representatives, and

Whereas substantial evidence exists to corroborate the stance that most UW-Milwaukee delegates to LegCon have taken the liberty of touring and indulging in entertainment during the times that LegCon activities were held, and

Whereas using segregated fees that all students enrolled for credit pay for the recreational benefit of a comparatively few students is not only selfish but a corruption of the shared governance paradigm, and
Whereas attempting to hide that fact beneath the veil of “critical” lobbying action and education makes the week-long seg-fee-funded vacation known as “LegCon”
 even more insidious, and

Whereas the students deserve better for their investment of segregated fees, and

Whereas the Student Association can achieve greater impact per representative if they spend more time and effort lobbying state officials in Madison, and

Whereas the Student Association can travel to Madison more frequently each year to lobby officials than they can travel to the national capitol to lobby, and

Whereas in-district lobbying in the state capitol is more cost efficient than traveling halfway across the country to lobby, and

Whereas state battles such as smaller tuition increases and the defeat of Residential Preferred Parking are more winnable battles than are federal legislative battles, and
Whereas the average cost of sending five UW-Milwaukee students to lobby in the Capitol Building in Madison is about $200, including transportation and a light lunch, and

Whereas a year-round presence in Madison has greater potential and chances of benefiting UW-Milwaukee students than does attempting to have a presence in Washington, DC, therefore

Be it resolved that all Student Association funds be prohibited from being allocated towards the 57th USSA Legislative Conference (LegCon), and

Be it resolved that the Student Association allocate $5,000 from the surplus of the Senate budget to a line item hereby referred to as “In-District Lobbying”, and
Be it resolved that the Student Association Senate schedule two in-district lobby days for each month of the calendar year and approve those dates via simple majority vote, and

Be it resolved that the Student Association Legislative Affairs Director obtain a van, whether by ownership, borrowing, or rental, for use on the in-district lobby days approved by the Senate for the purpose of transporting UW-Milwaukee students to and from Madison for in-district lobbying, and
Be it resolved that the Student Association Web Designer post a link in the side bar of the SA homepage to the schedule of in-district lobbying days and an accompanying online application for any UW-Milwaukee student to use to apply for a spot on a lobbying team for any given Senate-approved in-district lobby day, and
Be it resolved that the Committee Appointments Committee forward received applications for each lobby team for each lobby day to the Senate for simple majority approval, and

Be it resolved that if there are fewer than five applicants forwarded to the Senate at the meeting closest to the next lobby day then the Senate open nominations for students to join the lobby team for that upcoming lobby day, with the nominees receiving the most votes being accepted for that lobby team, and
Be it resolved that all students accepted to any given lobby team will have the privilege of carpooling in a van procured by the Student Association Legislative Affairs Director to lobby in Madison and return to the UW-Milwaukee campus, and

Be it resolved that any and all lobby team members can submit their lunch receipts to the Student Association Treasurer for reimbursement of up to $15.00 each.
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