United Council Opposition to Tuition Based on Ability to Pay
Author: UW-Milwaukee Student Joseph Ohler
Whereas tuition based on ability to pay would disqualify students whose families earn over $40,000 from paying tuition that is affordable compared to the standard cost of living in Wisconsin, which rangers from $43,000 to $45,000 1 and hence places the majority of Wisconsinites within several percentage points of the national median family income 2 of $43,014, and is 1.30% higher than the national cost of living, 3 consequently leaving an average of only $3,255 4 for investments such as higher education ($46,269 average WI income - $43,014 average WI cost of living), and

Whereas many students whose families earn over $40,000 actually pay their own tuition while earning less than $40,000, sometimes less than $20,000, and

Whereas tuition based on ability to pay punishes these students by charging them significantly more tuition than students whose families earn over $40,000 but pay the student’s tuition, and
Whereas the U.S. Census1 lists Wisconsin’s median household income in 2003 as $46,269, indicating that the number of students who fall into this penalized category is greater than the number of students who would benefit from tuition based on ability to pay, and

Whereas tuition based on ability to pay reduces a campus’ overall resources, hurting the quality of education it can offer, therefore

Be it resolved that United Council oppose the adoption of tuition based on ability to pay by the UW System, and

Be it further resolved that United Council oppose the adoption of tuition based on ability to pay by any UC-member campus unless the students approve the adoption of tuition based on the ability to pay via referendum.
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1 Calculated by multiplying Cost of Living by National Median Cost of Living; 101 for Madison and 84 for Milwaukee at http://www.homefair.com/homefair/calc/salcalc.html
2 http://houseandhome.msn.com/pickaplace/comparecities.aspx
3 http://www.lafollette.wisc.edu/publicservice/spending/nicholsperspective.ppt#39
4 http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/histinc/h08.html
