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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
                                                                                – Acts 1:8
Dear Prayer Partners,
What a joy it is to write to you and share about my upcoming ministry!  I have 
recently been commissioned as a two-year “Journeyman” missionary with the 
International Mission Board (IMB), the Southern Baptist mission organization.  
I spent the last two months at a pre-field orientation in Virginia, learning about 
missions, ministry, cross-cultural issues, and a whole lot more.  Orientation 
was an amazing time of transition and preparation for what I’m about to do.  I 
got to spend time learning and living with not just the four other guys on my 
team, but also with more than a hundred other missionaries going to different
countries around the world.  
“Xtreme” ends of the earth
My specific assignment is with the “Xtreme Team”, a group of men and women whose goal is to bring the gospel to the unreached, isolated people groups found (or yet to be found) in the remote areas of the Andes mountains [image: image4.jpg]


and the Amazon jungles.  After four months at a training camp in Lima, Peru, my team will be split up and we will each join new or existing Xtreme teams targeting several different people groups in South America.  Operating out of base camps in our respective areas, we will go out in small groups of two or three (along with South American teammates), spend one to two months ministering among our target people, and come back to base camp for a couple weeks to rest before going out again.  In our ministry we will be utilizing “chronological Bible storying”, which is a method for sharing Bible stories with people who are primarily oral communicators.  We will be using Spanish as well as any indigenous languages that are spoken by the people we work with.  
Fount of Every Blessing 
I am tremendously excited about what lies ahead.  There is no doubt that the next couple of years will be a very trying and stretching experience for me.  But I’m willing to go wherever the Lord leads me 
                                      (continued on back)

(continued from front)
and I look forward to some of the most amazing blessings that God will shower upon my life.  Throughout my preparations for my departure, it has been wonderful to experience the overwhelming peace of knowing I’m living out God’s perfect will for my life.
How can I help?
There are several things you can do to support my ministry:
1.  Pray – Regularly pray through the requests mentioned in my quarterly newsletter, in email updates, and on my web site.

2.  Be an advocate – Share about my ministry with friends, family, and churches, and encourage them to pray for my team.  Contact me about sending you prayer cards to hand out to others.  

3.  Give – My ministry and the IMB is fully supported by the Southern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (LMCO).  A portion of regular offering to any Southern Baptist church goes toward the Cooperative Program, and 100% of the annual LMCO goes toward the ministry of the IMB.
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Prayer Requests:





Pray for team unity as the five of us are joined by our South American teammates two weeks into training camp


Pray that there won’t be any problems as we try to obtain religious visas while we are in Peru


Pray that the Holy Spirit goes before us to prepare the hearts of the indigenous people we will be working with in the near future








Check out my super-cool website designed by my sister, Eileen:


www.mindspring.com/~pascual/xtremeteam/jp


The site will be regularly updated with photos, journal entries, email updates, and other information.





What’s Ahead:





September 20 – fly to Lima, Peru and begin language training


Two weeks later – Teammates from Peru and Bolivia join us at training camp


One month after arrival – End language training and begin other training


Four months after arrival – Finish up training camp and split up into different ministry areas








Hanging out with the team.  Left to right: Eric Beecher, Greg Hollis, Matthew Kelly, Jonathan Pascual, Jody Johnson, and Chris Ammons (Xtreme Team Coordinator)
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To be added or removed from my email update list or newsletter mailing, write:


joecool587@yahoo.com














