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“From one man He has made every nation of men to live all over the earth and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live, so that they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.” – Acts 17:26-27
Dear Prayer Partners,

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  I’m pleased to be writing you a short update on what I’ve been doing the past few months as a missionary in South America.  I’m now more than a year into my two-year commitment on the Xtreme Team.  It has been an incredible journey so far!
Growing Church in Ichoca
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During a two-week vacation in August I had the opportunity to revisit Ichoca, the Andean mountain pueblo close to Lima, Peru where I ministered weekly throughout my time at the Xtreme training camp.  It was such a sweet couple of days fellowshipping with my friends there.  The Lord has definitely taken care of Cristhian and Erica, the siblings that I had the privilege of baptizing last January.   A Spirit-given joy is so evident in their lives.  During my visit we met together as a church - we ate dinner, we shared from the Word, we sang praise songs, and we prayed together.  The next day Nora (the mother of the family) finally stepped forward in faithful obedience and was baptized.  To my surprise 
her brother Alejandro – whom I had never met before – also professed faith in Christ and was baptized in the same pool of water.  We celebrated the baptisms with a lunch of “pachamanca”, which consists of beef, chicken, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and other foodstuffs roasted in a pit filled with heated stones.  
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Myth or Mission Field?
In September and October my team set out in two pairs to two different areas of western Bolivia in search of concrete information on the Toromona, a people group that has achieved an almost mythical status among Bolivians.  True stories of the Toromona from decades ago have given way to only rumors of their continued existence.  Ask anyone about this tribe and they’ll tell you a third-hand story about someone who got lost in the jungle, was captured, and lived among the tribe for years.  Many locals also mention seeing huge footprints at one time or another, which could only belong to those savage Toromona, in their opinion.  These stories and more we heard on our investigation trip, but we were unable to confirm any of it.  For now our team will move on to investigate other tribes in Peru.  We are confident that the Lord has a perfect plan already laid out for all these indigenous people groups – in His time alone will they come to a saving knowledge of Christ.  My constant prayer is that we are simply obedient in following His call to spread the Gospel to all the nations.  
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Other Xtreme Team News:
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Peru Jungle Team: After about a year and a half of ministry among the Amarakaeri people, many believers in self-sufficient churches now exist in those communities.  The team is now moving on to engage other indigenous groups in the area.
Bolivia Apolo Quechua Team:  Alan and Greg have continued ministry in Quechua communities in the Andes mountains.  Their team has been working in the area for a year and a half.
Bolivia Moré Team:  Bill, Jason, Armando and David recently switched from the Apolo Quechua team and have engaged the Moré, a small people group consisting of two communities near the Bolivia/Brazil border. 
Women’s Xtreme Team:  Arwen, Christie, Teresa and Melissa have been doing discipleship work among the Amarakaeri and Apolo Quechua women.
How can I help?
There are several things you can do to support my ministry:
1.  Pray – Regularly pray through the requests mentioned in my quarterly newsletter, in email updates, and on my web site.

2.  Be an advocate – Share about my ministry with friends, family, and churches, and encourage them to pray for my team.  Contact me about sending you prayer cards to hand out to others.  Consider having your church or ministry group “adopt” my team.
3.  Give – My ministry and the IMB is fully supported by the Southern Baptist Convention’s Cooperative Program and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (LMCO).  A portion of regular offering to any Southern Baptist church goes toward the Cooperative Program, and 100% of the annual LMCO goes toward the ministry of the IMB.
By God’s Grace,

Jonathan Pascual

Prayer Requests:

· Pray that the believers in Ichoca (Cristhian, Erica, and Nora) mature in faith and grow as a church.
· Pray for Danny, David and Quinten as they complete Xtreme training camp next month and are assigned to existing Xtreme ministry teams.

· Pray for our strategy coordinators: Joe and Megan Brewster, Jeremy and Susan Taliaferro, Andy Caperton, and Amanda Dimperio.  Pray for wisdom as they make decisions concerning the ministry of the Xtreme Team.
· Pray for my team’s continued health and safety as we travel and work in the Peruvian jungle.
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My personal website has moved!  The new address is:


www.geocities.com/joecool587


The site is regularly updated with photos, journal entries, email updates, and other information.





What’s Ahead for the Xploration Team:


(Eric, Matthew, and Me)





November: 


   Move into new base camp in Pucallpa, Peru


Late Nov - Early Dec: Exploration trip


December 10 - 17: 


   Vacation in Venezuela with the guys


Late December – Mid January: 


   Exploration trip


Late January: 


   Annual Xtreme Team meeting in Lima, Peru








Alejandro with his first Bible





Jonathan Pascual


Apartado 18-0765


Lima 18


Peru


   *Packages should be less      


    than 2 lbs.
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To email me, or to be added or removed from my email update list or newsletter mailing, write:


joecool587@yahoo.com
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