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“Pursuing the Prize & the Joy Thereof!”

Phil. 3:13-21 
The article of thought for this week is to take into consideration a prize and the joy of pursuing after it. The Apostle Paul explained such thought to the Christian’s at Philippi. It was not only a truth that he presented but something he declared triumphantly near the end of his life; "I have fought the good fight" (2 Tim. 4:7) He encouraged others to “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.” Paul declared to the Ephesians, "But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God" (Acts 20:24). Paul also told the Corinthians "Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. . . . Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim" (1 Cor 9:24,26). In Gal 2:2 Paul expressed his "fear that [he] might be running, or had run, in vain," while in Gal 5:7 he lamented to the Galatians, "You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?" We obviously can conclude that the Christian life is as a race which is the very theme of Phil 3:12-21. The passage reveals Paul's passionate concern for spiritual growth – what he describes as pursuing the prize. It is a true source of joy in the life of the Christian. The question we want to consider is what do we need to run this race and pursue the prize? First, the desire must be present to exert a Maximum Effort - “But I Press On..” – Although Paul was totally dependent on God for every spiritual blessing he described the Christian life as a struggle and labor (Col. 1:29) and encouraged Christians to fight the fight. (1 Tim. 6:12). The verb press on means to “pursue”. Paul was pursuing his goal in order to “lay hold” (grasp) on something. What did he desire to grasp? We find in verse 12 “that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Notice how the NIV states it – “but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Saul of Tarsus was busy about quite other affairs, but Jesus Christ interrupted the course of his life and "grasped" him. And Jesus had a purpose. It was to do something for him and in him! That purpose for which God saved us is also the purpose for which we live. The Lord Jesus laid hold on us when we were converted, and with a purpose. It is His very design and purpose to bring us to glory, Romans 12:1,2. We must pursue and seize the divine end for which we were seized by Christ Jesus. Secondly, we must have a Focused Concentration - “One Thing I Do” –In athletics, it is the Focused people that succeed. Those who fail at spiritual concentration James describes as "double-minded . . . unstable in all [their] ways" (James 1:8). To avoid such lack of focus the psalmist prayed, "Unite my heart to fear Your name" (Ps 86:11), and Solomon stated, "Let your eyes look directly ahead and let your gaze be fixed straight in front of you. Watch the path of your feet and all your ways will be established. Do not turn to the right nor to the left" (Prov 4:25-27). When believers have one driving compulsion, to be like Christ, they will move forward, progressing toward spiritual perfection. The question remains: Am I in the race? And Am I stretching FORWARD TOWARD the PRIZE! See John 14:1-6 & Revelations 2:10. <dj>
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