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“Have not seen, yet believe & love?!”
“Whom having not seen, you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.” 1 Peter 1:8.

The apostle Peter is found in this very verse, putting his readers to a moment of remembrance to the fact that even in times past to the present, they have never actually set their own two eyes upon Christ, our Savior and Lord. But in spite of such a fact, they are presented by the apostle Peter to be full of faith, in love, rejoicing with an “inexpressible joy.” Obviously they are much different than the individual we commonly know as {doubting} Thomas in John 20:25-29. As we know that Thomas would not believe according to vs. 25, unless he was able “to see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side;” And it just so happens that after a total of eight days that Christ’s disciples were within and Thomas was among them. Jesus went in to them, stood in the midst and told them “Peace be unto you.” Noticing in vs.27, the Lord told Thomas to “reach his finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not {faithless}, but believing.” Thomas answered Christ in vs.28, “My Lord and my God.” Jesus stated something that the apostle Peter was talking about in 1 Peter 1:8. In vs.29, Jesus told Thomas, “because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have {not seen}, yet believed.” These disciples that the apostle Peter was speaking to, were truly blessed. The words of Peter had to have been a source of great consolation for those believers. We must look at this verse, and find the same consolation, strength, to continue in the building of faith of true believers not only during the time of Thomas, the apostle Peter, but in ours today, and years to come. We come to the realization in many situations of life, that the tongue can rarely express the reason found deep in the heart of a man. The apostle Paul was telling those at Philippi in Phil.4:7 of a “peace that surpasses all understanding, that shall keep your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ.” We find a great difference between love of an ordinary sense, and that of which has the Lord and Savior as its main objective in life. When we come to ourselves, maybe in the vicinity of the trials of life, we must look to our objective, our main objective (Christ), with true and firm belief (faith), and “rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.” It is the unseen presence of the Lord that makes our joy glorious, decorated in splendor as to the peace that surpasses all understanding. The words of Christ still echo today, “Blessed are they that have not seen, yet believed.”  As we close this article of thought; notice if you will what Peter said in 1 Peter 1:9. “Receiving the end of your faith – the salvation of your souls.” Our walk by faith will become sight; our hope will be transformed into an acknowledgment; and those who have fought the fight, kept the faith, having stood the test, overcome the storms, battled the trials in endurance, will receive the end or outcome of their faith. Having traveled through the valleys, the shadows, the burdens of great weight, rocky paths, and that of only by complete trust in Him could even the strongest survive. The salvation of the soul is the outcome, the end for the individual who has not seen, yet love, and believe, with rejoicing in unspeakable joy; living a life a faithfulness, coupled with works in obedience to God. A verse that comes to mind is that of the apostle Paul in Romans 6:23; “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is {eternal life} through {Jesus Christ} our Lord.”
