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1 Introduction

Let R""(K) , n > 2, be a space form of sectional curvature K = —1,0, or +1 and m an
integer, 1 < m < n. In this paper we establish several a priori bounds for solutions of the
following geometric problem: under what conditions a given function 9 : R"*(K) — (0, 00)
is the m~-th mean curvature H,, of a hypersurface M embedded in R"**(K) as a graph over
a sphere?

Let us formulate the problem more precisely. First we describe the space R"™(K) in a
form convenient for our purposes. In Euclidean space R*! fix the origin O and a unit sphere
S™ centered at O. Denote by u a point on S™ and let (u, p) be the spherical coordinates in
R™1. The standard metric on S™ induced from R"*! we denote by e. Let a = const, 0 <
a < oo, [=][0,a),and f(p) a positive C* function on I such that f(0) = 0. Introduce in
R™1 a new metric

h=dp* + f(p)e. (1)
When a = oo and f(p) = p? the space (R"*! h) is the Euclidean space = R""'. When
a = oo and f(p) = sinh®p the space (R"*! h) = R"*(—1) is the hyperbolic space H"**
with sectional curvature —1 and when a = /2, f(p) = sin®p, (R**} h) = R"*(1) is
the elliptic space Si“ with sectional curvature +1. By the m-th mean curvature, H,,,
we understand here the normalized elementary symmetric function of order m of principal
curvatures Ay, ..., A, of M, that is,

(m) 1< . <ln

The problem stated in the beginning can now be formulated as follows. Let ¢ (u, p), u €
S™, p € I, be a given positive function. Under what conditions on v there exists a smooth
hypersurface M given as (u, z(u)), w € S™, z > 0, for which

Hy(u) =9(u,z(u)) on M? (2)
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In Euclidean space R"*!(= R"*1(0)) such conditions were found by I. Bakelman and B.
Kantor [2, 3] and A. Treibergs and S.W. Wei [13] when m = 1 (the mean curvature case),
by V. Oliker [11] when m = n (the Gauss curvature case), and by L. Caffarelli, L. Nirenberg
and J. Spruck [6] when 1 < m < n. Other forms of such conditions for the Gauss curvature
case in R"™ were investigated by P. Delanoé [7], Yan Yan Li [10] and others. In our paper
[12] we investigated the Gauss curvature case for hypersurfaces in R"*!(—1) and R"*!(1).
Special curvature functions for convex hypersurfaces in Riemannian manifolds have been
considered recently by C. Gerhardt [8] (see also other references there).

In all investigations of (2) in Euclidean space a priori C°, C' and C? estimates for
solutions of (2) play a central role in the proofs of existence. However, except for the
C? estimates, obtaining these a priori estimates for hypersurfaces in the hyperbolic space
R"1(—1) and elliptic space R"™1(1) is not straight forward and requires new efforts. The
approach of this paper allows us to obtain C'* a priori bounds in R"*!(K) forany 1 < m <n
and K = —1,0,1. When K = 1 we obtain also the C? a priori estimates. Essentially the
same proof of the C? estimate works also in case when K = 0 treated earlier in [11] for
m =n and in [6] for 1 < m < n.

2 Preliminaries

2.1 Local formulas

Unless explicitly stated otherwise, all latin indices are in the range 1, ..., n, the sums are over
this range and summation over repeated lower and upper indices is assumed. Also, since
most of our considerations apply to space forms R"™(K) , where K can be —1,0 or 1, we
will discuss the general case, indicating explicitly the restriction on K only where necessary.

We consider hypersurfaces in R"*}(K) which are graphs over S”. Thus, for a given
smooth positive function z(u), v € S™, we denote by r(u) = (u,z(u)) the graph M of
this function. Throughout the paper we will have to use covariant differentiation on the
sphere S™ and on the hypersurface M. We fix our notation here. First we do it for S™.
Let u!,...,u™ be some smooth local coordinates in a coordinate neighorhood U C S™. Let
0; = 9/0u’, i =1,2,...,n, be the corresponding local frame of tangent vectors on U so that
e(9;,0;) = e;;. For a smooth function v on U the first covariant derivative v; = Viv = dv/du’.
Put V'v = €"v;0;, where € = (e;;) . For the covariant derivative of V'v we have

Vei = :
S QusOud

. . . 02%v
Vi, Vo = v,;e70; + 0,V (e70;) = Vi0e’* 0, ( ; > ;
or, equivalently,
Vv = vg — i,

where I'}; are the Christoffel symbols of the second kind of the metric e. This differentiation
is extended to vector-valued functions by differentiating each of the components.

Similarly, if 7" is a smooth symmetric (0,2)— tensor on U with components T;; relative
to the dual coframe then the components of its first covariant derivatives on S™ are given by
oTy;

Vil = ou!
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When M is a hypersurface in R"*}(K') and g is a metric on M the covariant differentiation
on M is defined as above but with respect to connection of the metric g. In this case for a
smooth function v on M we denote by V;v and V;;v its first and second covariant derivatives
and similarly for vector-valued functions and smooth symmetric tensors on M.

We now define the metric and the second fundamental form of M in the case when M
is a graph of a smooth and positive function z on S”, that is, M = (u,z(u)), v € S™. In
spherical coordinates (u, p) in R"(K) we let R = 3/0p. The frame 0y, ..., 0,, R is a local
frame along M and a basis of tangent vectors on M is given by r; = 0; + z;R,i = 1,....n.
The metric g = g;jdu’du? on M induced from R"™(K) has coefficients

gij = feij + ZiZj and det(gij) = fn_l(f + |V,Z|2) det(eij). (3)
Obviously, M is an embedded hypersurface. The inverse matrix (g;;) ' is given by
iy = ij i i,
T l 7+ IV’zP] (=), o
The unit normal vector field on M is given by
V'z—fR

NGEEN I

The second fundamental form b of M is the normal component of the covariant derivative
in R"*(K) with respect to connection defined by the metric (1). In local coordinates its
coefficients are given by ([12])

N = (5)

(6)

| 1
[f2 T f|V'2]? dp 20p

Note that with our choice of the normal the second fundamental form of a sphere z = const >
0 is positive definite, since for R"™(K) df/0p > 0.

The principal curvatures of M are the eigenvalues of the second fundamental form relative
to the metric g and are the real roots, Aq, ..., A,, of the equation

det(bij — )\gZ]) = 0,

or, of the equivalent equation,
det(a; - Aé;) =0,

where
a;- = ngbk:j- (7)

The elementary symmetric function of order m, 1 < m < n, of A = (A1,..., A,) is

SN = D A A

11 <.l
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t) of order m. It

that is, S, (A) = F(a}), where F is the sum of the principal minors of (a}

j
follows from the preceding discussion that

F(a;-) = F(u,z,Vy,... V92, V12,..., V., 2).

The equation (2) assumes now the form

F(af) = (u, z(u)), (8)

where here and for the rest of the paper we put for convenience 9 = (", )1.
Let I" be the connected component of {A € R" | S,,,(A) > 0} containing the positive cone
{Ae R" | A,..., A\, > 0}

Definition 2.1 A positive function z € C?(S™) is admissible for the operator F if the cor-
responding hypersurface M = (u, z(u)), w € S™, is such that at every point of M with the
choice of the normal as in (5), the principal curvatures (A, ..., \,) € T

It is known, [5], that
oS, %S
>0, S =—1 >0 9
for all A € I', ¢ # j. For the first of the inequalities see also [4]. It is also known that the
function (S,,(A))}™ is concave on I' [5].
The function

Sm)\i =

1 df(p)
qQp) = =———— 10
)= 550 dp (10)
will play an important role in our constructions. Note that for a sphere of radius ¢
F(a}) = (3)q"(p)],—- (11)

In "™ q(p) =p 1.
For ease of reference we state here two basic properties of the function ¢(p). First note
that it is strictly positive on the interval I (where f is defined). Further, since
dqg 1
op  f
it is strictly decreasing on I. Also, it follows directly from the definition of function f for
each of the spaces R"*}(K) that

(12)

1
=i (13)

3 (' estimates

Lemma 3.1 Let 1 < m < n and let (X) be a positive continuous function defined on
R"(K) \{0}. Suppose there exist two numbers Ry and Ry, 0 < Ry < Ry < a, such that

P(u,p) > q"(p) for weS", p< Ry, (14)
P(u,p) < q"(p) for ueS", p> R, (15)
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Let z € C*(S™) be a solution of equation (8). Then
Ry < z(u) < Ry, uesS" (16)
In applications a slightly different form of this estimate is sufficient.

Lemma 3.2 Let 1 < m < n and let (X)) be a positive continuous function in the annulus
Q: we S pel[R, Ry, 0< Ry < Ry < a. Suppose ¢ satisfies the conditions:

Y(u, Ry) > ¢"(Ry) forue S", (17)
P(u, Ry) < ¢"(Ry) for uwe S™. (18)
Let z € C*(S™) be a solution of equation (8) and Ry < z(u) < Ry, u € S™. Then either

z2= Ry, or z=Ro, or
Ry < z(u) < Ry, uwe S™ (19

Proof of Lemma 3.1. Suppose there exists a point @ € S™ such that mazgnz(u) =
z(u) > Re. At u grad z =0 and Hess(z) < 0. Then at @
1

g¥ = ?eij, b = —Hess(z) + fqei; > fqeij,

~—

and a§ > q6;~. Consequently,

F(ay) = (@, R2) = (74" (0)),s,

which contradicts the inequality (15). Similarly it is shown that Ry > z(u).
The Lemma 3.2 is a consequence of a strong maximum principle as in [1], Theorem 1.

4 (- estimate

Theorem 4.1 Let 1 < m < n and let (X) be a positive C! function in the annulus
Q: uesS" pe|[R,Ry, 0< Ry <Ry <a. Let z € C*(S™) be an admissible solution of
equation (8) satisfying the inequalities

Ry < z(u) < Ry, uesS". (20)

Suppose, in addition, that for all w € S™ and p € [Ry, Ry] 1 satisfies one of the following
conditions:
if the sectional curvature K =0 or 1 then

0 o .

3 [¥(u, p)g " (p)] < 0; (21)
iof the sectional curvature K = —1 then

0

i m/2

5, [ " (p)] <o0. (22)
Then

lgrad z| < C (23)

where C' is a constant depending only on m,n, Ry, Rs, 1, gradiy.
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Proof. It will be convenient to make the substitution

v(w) = 4(P)p=z(w)-
Using (12) we get

i 1
v; = —27, Vv = 7 l—V;jz + %zizj] :
where f, denotes the derivative of f with respect to p. Then
1 1
V;jv +ve;; = ? l—V;jZ + %zizj + §fp6ij] .
Using (4), (6) and (7) we obtain
PR O ey foiv? , .
(/R DX R i Lif,,
g 7 le 71+f|V’U|2l (v* = ev;),
bij = 4(V;jv + veij),

VIt [V

. (1+ fIV'v]?)e — foiv®
Ol R\ O

] (Vv + veg;). (24)
Put . . .
p2 — 2 + |VIU|2 + K, P¥= p2625 B ,01,087 Wsj = Vls]v + vey;.
Note that by (13) and (20) v > ¢ > 1 for K = —1 and v > ¢ > 0 for K = 0,1, where the
constsnts ¢ and ¢’ depend only on Ry and R,. Using (13) with ¢ = v we rewrite (24) in the

form
. Vi +- K.
ai = Y T2 pisyy, (25)
p

The C° bounds of v imply that p > ¢ = const > on S, where ¢ depends only on R; and Rs.
In order to estimate |V'v| we estimate the maximum of the function

¢ = p*n(v),

where 7 is a positive function to be specified later. This will give us an estimate of |V'v| and
therefore of |V'z|.

Let @ € S™ be the point where the maxgn ¢(u) is attained, that is, maxgn ¢p(u) = ().
Assume that @ is the origin of a local coordinate system on S™ chosen so that at @ the
corresponding local frame of tangent vectors to S™ is orthonormal. Then at « the covariant
derivatives coincide with the usual derivatives. At u we have

&|&
< |3

¢i = 2pVipn +p*n'v; =0 and ¢u(=Vie) <0,i=1,2,..n (y =

) (26)

The first of these conditions implies

2 .
pVip = v (Viv +vey) = Wy = ——%vi. (27)



It follows from (25) that at @

; v+ K [ n
J_ vz sz . R )
a; » (e kj T an U;

The second condition in (26) together with (27) give

" I 2 /
Ty <Z> ] P+ LV <0,
n n

Q(V;USWSZ' + ’USV;WSZ') + n

n __ d%*n
where 7" = o .
By the Ricci identity on S™

VW = V.W;.
Applying it in (29) we get

2(V;U8W8i —+ ’USV’SVVM) —+

" I\ 2 ’
% -2 (%) ] p*u? +p2%v;iv <0.

Next, we differentiate covariantly on S™ the equation (8),

Fz]vls ; = zﬁs + zﬁvvs;

(28)

(29)

(31)

where the subscript v at v, denotes differentiation with respect to v. Then, we multiply (31)
by v* and sum over s. This is a lengthy calculation and we break it down into several steps.

Using (25) and (27) we obtain at @

2+ K 2+ K 3n
USV'S\/U R Vit - 42T |V'v|?
p? P v+ K 27
and
o V2K v 3’| -
PV ———P"Wp = | 5=+ 5 V'l
ULV p? kj [UZ+K+2n] ¢| U|

Next, we have with repeated use of (27)
0¥V PRWy = 2ppsv® €™ Wiy — 0¥ Vo o" Wy — v'o* Viok Wy

7 LAY : 0 (PP :
—|V'v|*al + = (—) |V'v[viv; — p*— (—— + v) v'v;.
n n

p
VP E K 2 2

Then, taking into account that p? = v? + |V'v|? + K, we obtain

3

02 LK. . ’ B 21 K 24 K N 2 '
v’ Ve + FJV/szWk_ — _l|vlv|2mw . Ve + v° + 2 + 21} |D’U|2,
p ot T 2\ U

where we put
|Dv|? = Flv'v;.

7
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Multiply now (31) by v* and sum over s. Then, using (32), (33), we get

VI K o _ - mui 9
—p F} PV Wy = hev° + [wv ~ +K] V0| (34)
/ _ 21 K K / 2 ’
—lmz/)|V'v|2+ v ( > + Ty | D2,
2n 2 n n

We transform (34) as follows. Assuming that |V'v| # 0 (otherwise the needed estimate
is obvious), we can rotate the local frame so that V'v = v'0;. At u e;; = d;; and it follows
from (27) that at @

Viv=uv;=W; =0 when i>1.

By rotating the frame 0, ..., 0, at u we can diagonalize the matrix (v;;) at u. Then by (28)

2 + K / . 2 + K . ; . . .
a; = 07(011 +v§11+2lvf), a; = vi(vii-{—véii) for i>1, a;=0 if i#j
p n p

Consequently, the matrix (FY) is diagonal at @.
The matrix (P%) is also diagonal at 4 with P! = p? — (v;)? = v? + K and P¥ = p? for
i > 1. Thus, (34) becomes

v+ K o - - moy | _
K L E P Wi = oy + [wv o K] (35)
2
W VKK (T 0|
1 Y LTyl R
2nm1/w1 + 5 " + " v| Fiv;
In the chosen coordinates the inequality (30) assumes the form
" A% A
200 visWy + i ViWy) + | — — 2 (—) p*o? + p* vy < 0. (36)
s n n n

By the first of the inequalities in (9) F} > 0 and P” > 0 by the C° bounds, as it was
explained in the beginning of this section. For each ¢+ = 1, 2, ...,n we multiply the inequality
(36) by F;P?" and sum over i. Then we obtain

2
nFj PN Wi < —FiP" Y 0 Wai — [% - <_77>

2
p2F1py? I;ZIFjipjivii
n

3 " 1 2 Figl
i DiiTA2 vp i g Ui 1 2 1 pll, 2 P> pvn i pji
:‘@P”Wiﬁi\mw‘[%‘(ﬂ PP ”1‘57#@ LS Fp

- vmapp® P map 0" 7 2 2F1P11 2 + ZFzPyz (37)
TV K 2 nvP4+ K




Combining this inequality with (35) we obtain

B 2. 21 K " 7\ 2 20K / L
b Py VIEE (z) | papinge 4 YEEE 0T 5~ i
2 1) p |20 \n) | poo2n5
n 2
_ _ mv¢ 77’ _ 1)2 + K ,UZ + K ,'7/ nl
Z wlvl + [wv m] U% - 2—nm¢vf + 9 E + 5’0 Fll’l)%. (38)

It can be shown that each of the conditions (21), (22) imply in each of the respective
cases that J
- muv
g 20 (39)
In order not to interrupt the present arguments we will postpone the proof of (39) till the
end of this section. )
Using (39) we strengthen the inequality (38) by deleting the term with v, — v’?—f% In
addition, we simplify it by using the fact that P! = v + K and also regroup the terms.
Then (38) becomes

2 T ’
7 n + K Vi+ K .
Yoy < omap — (U )ml/m + 7 02 % ZF; + J\/mme, (40)

2n
n/l ,'7/ 2
n o (n) '

We claim that the function 7 can be chosen so that J < 0. First note that without loss of
generality it may be assumed that maxg. |V'v| > maxgn V02 + K. Otherwise, the required
estimate is trivial. With this assumption we have the following estimates

where
o [P+ K)  pu vlv] v1(v? + K)
2p

pU |V'v|v V2
<(1+— =A

|V'v|(v? + K) - ming. (v* + K)
2p N 2v2

By the C’-estimates A > 0, B > 0. We choose now the function 1 by setting

(= B).

o) = expfQ 7 exp {1},

where () is a positive constant to be specified later. Then at u we have

/ /

2
T Qexp{-Aty (M) Z oA A
T ——qew(-51 T (1) —ogent-)

and
J = Qexp{—%}{l—M Ly Ulv] _ éM} <0

2pu; 201 p B 2p



Consequently, the last term on the right side of (40) can be deleted.
We consider now the remaining terms in (40). We have

pvx/v2 K

Avpvv—l-

FZ _ FZ
53 {10 >
Since ¢ > 0, the 3°; F! admits a positive lower bound depending only on 9); see [9]. Therefore,

Av_ oVl + K

exp{——} 5 ZF; >c>0

where ¢ is a constant depending only on v, Ry, R, m,n. Thus, we can choose () so that

Av. v/02 +
Qexp{——v}v - E:FZ - max|gmd¢| > >0

with the choice of @ dependent only on 1, Ry, Ry, m,n, |gradip|. Then the inequality (40)
assumes the form

(v* + K)my

cp < vmyp +Q 5

Av
eXP{—g}
which implies a bound on p at @. Then

rré%xgb < ¢ < 00,
where ¢, depends only on v, Ry, Ry, m,n, |gradip|. This implies the required bound (23).

In order to complete the proof it remains to establish (39). Consider first the case K = 1.
We transform the condition (21) in Theorem 4.1 as follows. Using (12), (13) we get

55 [0 = "y + K <0, (41)

where 1), = 2%, Using the relation v = ¢(p), we obtain with the use of (12) and (13
4 ap 8 P

dp 1 P
a. _f - - 2 ’ ¢U = - 2 .
ov ¢+ K v+ K
and it follows from (41) that
— 1y +molh <0 (42)
Since K > 0, (42) implies that
. mui — o
’ ~ T >0 43
s S L (13)

and (39) is established.
Suppose now that K = 0. Then, arguing as in the case K = 1, we conclude that the left
hand side of condition (21) is transformed into

w’v - mv_lwa
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which together with (21) implies (39).
Finally, consider the case when K = —1. It follows from condition (22) and definition of
q that
—1, (v* + K) +mutp < 0.

The proof of Theorem 4.1 is now complete.
Remark 1. In the case K > 0 the proof of the gradient estimate can be completed by
setting 7 = 1 in (38). Then it follows from (38) that

_ _ _ v _
TR A — (44
Together with (43) this establishes the required estimate (23).

Remark 2. If in Theorem 4.1 m = n then the the estimate (23) is true without the
conditions (21) and (22); see [11, 12]. In this case it can be shown that V'v = 0 at the
point where the maxg. p® is attained. This obviously implies an estimate of |V'v| by the

maxgn (v2 + K).

5 (?-estimate

Let z € C*(S™) be an admissible solution of equation (8). Let M be a hypersurface in
R™1(1) given as a graph of z over S™. In this section an estimate of the maximal principal
curvature of the hypersurface M is obtained. Such an estimate together with the C°— and
C'— a priori estimates in sections 3 and 4 implies an a priori estimate of the C? norm of
solutions to the equation (8).

Many of our considerations here are valid for R"**(K) with K = —1,0,1 and may be
useful in other instances. For that reason we will state and prove some of the preliminary
results for an arbitrary space form. Unfortunately, the arguments in the proof of Theorem
5.2 are valid only when sectional curvature K is equal to either 1 or 0.

5.1 DMore local formulas

It is convenient to use a common framework to model R"*(K) in which the hyperbolic space
R 1(—1) is modeled as the upper sheet of the two-sheeted hyperboloid in the (n + 2)-
dimensional Minkowski space with Lorentz metric and the elliptic space R"™ (1) as the
upper hemisphere of S"*1 in Euclidean space R"2. We can combine all three cases (including
Euclidean space) by introducing the space

Ln+2 - {p - (p07p17 cee 7pn+l)| PosP1y -3 Pnt1 € R}

with the metric
(,)= de% +dpf+...dpi+1.

In this setting R"*}(K) is identified with the appropriate hypersurface

{pe L™ {pp)=K,}

11



where in case of K = —1 we take py > 1, when K = 1 we take pg > 0 and when K = 0 we
take py = 0.

Let S™ be a unit sphere centered at the origin and lying in the hyperplane py = 0 in L"2.
Put ey = (1,0,...,0). When K = +1 we represent the hypersurface M in R"™(K) defined
by function z(u), u € S™, as

X(u) =c(z(u)) ey + s(z(u)) u, (45)
where w is treated as a point on S™ and also as a unit vector and

ds

s(p) =/ f(p), ‘=

When K =0
X(u) = z(u)u.

As in section 2.1 we let u!,...,u" be some local coordinates on M and X; = 9;X, i =
1,...,m, the corresponding local frame of tangent vectors. The unit normal N to M (as a
submanifold of L"*?) oriented in the inward direction is given by

1
N = Kf(z)ey+V'z —c(2)s(2)u). 46
f(z)+|V'z|2( f(z)eo + (2)s(z)u) (46)

We record here the Weingarten, Codazzi, Gauss, and Ricci equations on M.

VN = _bis.QSkaa (47)
ViilN ==Y Vibisg™ Xy, = > bisg* by N + Kb;; X, (48)
s,k s,k

Vibjr = Vibji,
Vin = bl]N - ngX

49
20
ol
52

Rijkl = bikbjl - bilbjk + K(gikgjl - gilgjlc)v

(
(
(
ViVibij — Vi Vibi; = zl:billekl + ; bji Rk, (

)
)
)
)

where V; and V;; denote covariant differentiation in the metric g on M with respect to some
local coordinates on M.

5.2 An estimate of the maximal normal curvature of M

Let ky > ... > k, be the principal curvatures of M. Since the function % in (8) is positive,
it follows that Y ; k; > 0 on M and therefore k; > 0.

Lemma 5.1 Let 1 < m < n and let )(X) be a positive C? function in the annulus : u €
S" pe[R, Ry, 0< Ry < Ry < a. Let z € C*(S™) be an admissible solution of equation
(8) in R"Y(1). Let u be a point on M and coordinates u,...,u™ with origin at u in some
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netghborhood U of u are such that the frame X, ..., X,,, is orthonormal in metric g on U
and the second fundamental form b;; is diagonal at w. Then at @

_ 1 )2 _ _ .
Y — (1 — - % < ZF Viibi1 + b11 ZFsz - b%ﬂm/) + K(mp — by ZF;)’ (53)
where 9
Yr =Vi + 9. Viz (%Ez = aiﬁ)
z
and

2
Yrr = Vit + 2V, Viz + 9., (Vi2)* + 9,V z <¢zz _9 ¢> .

Proof. First we calculate the first covariant derivative (in the metric g) of the equation (8)
with respect to u;. This derivative is given by

> F/Vial =y, (54)
(2

The second covariant derivative is given by

aF
Z 5 kvlakvla —i—ZF V11a —QPH (55)
5, ok h "

Note that the metric g is constant with respect to the operator V and therefore at «
Vlaf = Vlbij.

Taking into account that F and b;; are both diagonal at 4, it follows from (54) that

Similarly, at u we have
OF) _ o2 F
= b b;; — bii)?].
”st 94 k V1Cl ; abﬂabu [V J]Vl (VI ]) ]

Since FY™(al) = SY™(ky, ..., k,), we can use the second inequality in (9) to delete the term
with the negative sign on the right. Then

> 8FVakVa<Z i V1bj; Vibi (57)
S 0ak T TS e G0 T
i#5, j#k
Using concavity of F/™(al) we get
O*F 1 . 2 1 4?2
Zabwabnvl i Vabi < (1=20) <Z iV ) =33
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The equality on the right follows from (56). This inequality, (57) and (55) give

@\|§Q‘

) (58)

. - 1
S FiViby > — (1— —

- m
We transform the left side of this inequality as follows. Using (49) and (52) we obtain

Vi1bii = V1iby; = Vb + ZblkRkiil + ZbikRklz’l-
3 k

By (49) Vi1b1; = V;;b11 and applying the Gauss equations (51) we get at @

Vi1 = Vb + Zblk (bribir — bribis + K (001 — O104:))
k

+ Zbik(bkibll — brabyi + K (0ri011 — Op1014))
k
= Viibi1 + b11bj; — bi1byi + K (b1101;01 — biids; + by — bindy;).
Noting that at @ 3; Fib; = ma), we get

> FiVubi =Y F{Vibu +bu Y Fibj, = biymap + K (mip — by Y Fy). (59)

This expression and (58) give (53).

Theorem 5.2 Let 1 < m < n and let ¢(X) be a positive C? function in the annulus
Q: uesS" pe|[R,Ry], 0< Ry <Ry <a. Let z € C*S™) be an admissible solution of
equation (8) in R"**(1) satisfying the inequalities

Ry <z(u) <Ry, ues" (60)
and
|V'z| < C = const on S". (61)
Then
| 2 llez(sm< Ch, (62)

where the constant Cy depends only on m,n, Ry, Ry, C, || ¥ ||c2(q) -

Proof. We estimate the maximal principal curvature of M. Such an estimate together
with the C°— and C'— estimates implies an estimate of || z ||c2(sn). We preserve here the
notation used in the proof of the preceding lemma. Put

T(u) = (N(u),e0), n(u) = (X(u),eo)

It follows from (60) and (61) that the function 7 on M is uniformly bounded away from 0
and oo. Let

(63)



Again, because of the estimates (60) and (61), in order to estimate the maximal curvature
ki on M it suffices to estimate max,; w.

The function w is similar to the function g in [6], section 4, but here we work in elliptic
space. Also, in our proof we do not use the special local coordinates used in [6] and this
simplifies the computations.

Let w € M be a point where the function w attains its maximum and the coordinates
ul,...,u™ are as in Lemma 5.1. Then Fij ab E when i = j and FJ = 0 otherwise. Note that
at @ the covariant derivatives coincide with the usual derivatives.

At w we have V;w = 0, which implies

Vb1 \
= =1,2,.. 64
b]_]_ T ) Z Y ) 7n7 ( )
and ) ,
Viw = Vibu _ (Vibu )" Var | (V"T> <0, i=1,2..,n. (65)
bll bll T T

Squaring (64) and substituting in (65) we get

Viibll < VuT
bll - T

(66)

Using definitions of functions 7 and 7 and the Weingarten, Codazzi and Gauss equations
(with K = 1), we obtain

Vit = =b;Vin, Vur = — Z VnVsbi; — Tb?i + nbii,  Vin = by — ndy;.

Substituting these expressions into (66) we get

vmbll

nb;;
bu '

< __Zv Vb — b3 +

At @ Fj is diagonal and F} > 0 by (9). Multiplying the last inequality by F}, summing over
i and taking into account that 3; Fib; = map, we obtain

™. Z FIV by < ~ Z ViVt e Z F'v? (67)
11

Consider now the inequality (53) in Lemma 5.1. We use the estimate (67) to bound the
first term on the right of (53). Also, we strengthen the inequality (53) by deleting the term
—by1 3°; F}. Then (53) assumes the form

1%

= (= ) < U (S0, ) + i~ Gy (69

Next, we observe that the max,; [1/;| is bounded by a constant depending only on 1, its first
derivatives, and C'— norm of z. Similarly, maxy; |¢;;| is bounded by a constant depending
on the same quantities, || ¢ [|c2q) and max, [Vi;z|. On the other hand, it follows from
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(6) that |V',z| < ca|bi1| + c3, where the constants ¢, c3 depend only on Ry, Ry and C
in (61). Then, it follows from (68) that b;; is bounded by a constant depending only on
m,n, Ry, R, 1, gradi), |gradz|. It follows from (63) that max by, is bounded by a constant
depending on the same quantities. Now, (6) implies the required estimate (62).

Remark. Essentially the same arguments give also the estimate (62) in the case when

K =0 treated earlier in [11] for m = n and in [6] for general m, 1 < m < n. The required
modifications reduce to replacing the function 7(u) by 7(u) = (N(u), X (uv)), setting n(u) = 0,
and using Lemma 5.1 with K = 0. The calculations using the Weingarten, Codazzi, Gauss,
and Ricci equations should also be adjusted accordingly.

References

1]

2]

[10]

[11]

A.D. Aleksandrov. Uniqueness theorems for hypersurfaces in the large, iii. Vestnik
LGU, 7:14-26, 1958.

[. Bakelman and B. Kantor. Estimates for solutions of quasilinear elliptic equations
connected with problems of geometry in the large. Mat. Sbornik, 91(133):336—349,
Engl. Transl., Math. USSR-Sbornik 20(1973), pp.348-363, 1973.

[. Bakelman and B. Kantor. Existence of spherically homeomorphic hypersurfaces in
Euclidean space with prescribed mean curvature. Geometry and Topology, Leningrad,
1:3-10, 1974.

J.L.M. Barbosa and A.G. Colares. Stability of hypersurfaces with constant r-mean
curvature. Annals of Global Analysis and Geometry, 15(1997):277-297, 1997.

L. Caffarelli, L. Nirenberg, and J. Spruck. The Dirichlet problem for nonlinear second
order elliptic equations, III: Functions of the eigenvalues of the Hessian. Acta Math.,
155:261-301, 1985.

L. Caffarelli, L. Nirenberg, and J. Spruck. Nonlinear second order elliptic equations IV.
Starshaped compact Weingarten hypersurfaces. In Current Topics in PDE’s, ed. by Y.
Ohya, K. Kasahara, N. Shimakura, Kinokunia Co. LTD, Tokyo, pages 1-26., 1986.

P. Delanoé. Plongements radiaux S™ — R"™L. Ann. Sci. Norm. Sup., 18:635-649, 1986.

C. Gerhardt. Hypersurfaces of prescribed Weingarten curvature. Math. Z., 234:167—
194, 1997.

N. M. Ivochkina. A description of the stability cones generated by differential operators
of Monge-Ampére type. Math. USSR Sbornik, 50(1):259-268, 1985.

Y.Y. Li. Group invariant convex hypersurfaces with prescribed Gauss-Kronecker cur-
vature. Contemporary Mathematics, 205:203-218, 1997.

V. L. Oliker. Hypersurfaces in R"*! with prescribed Gaussian curvature and related
equations of Monge-Ampere. Comm. in PDE’s, 9(8):807-838, 1984.

16



[12] V. I. Oliker. The Gauss curvature and Minkowski problems in space forms. Contemp.
Math., 101:107-123, 1989.

[13] A.E. Treibergs and S.W. Wei. Embedded hyperspheres with prescribed mean curvature.
J. of Differential geometry, 18:513-521, 1983.

17



