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JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND RULES, EXPECTATIONS, AND PERFORMANCE CALENDAR
Jefferson Middle School band members and parents/guardians are responsible for knowing this information.  Any questions should be addressed to Mr. Wolfe at wolfejo@champaignschools.org for a quicker response.  You may also call the school at 351-3790.
· FOREWORD

The Jefferson Middle School band program is a performance-based instrumental program dedicated to giving students the opportunity to grow musically through their middle school years.  The band program consists of a 6th grade concert band, a 6th grade jazz band, a 7th grade concert band, an 8th grade concert band, plus a 7th and 8th grade jazz band.  Students will perform at four concerts per year, and will have the opportunity to perform at contests and other musical events throughout the year.   Students in both jazz bands will have opportunities to perform also. 
Musical study is an important aspect of a child’s growth.  A music education provides the opportunity for student’s to showcase their talents and make positive strides with their music.  My goal for each band student is to steadily improve their musical abilities and talents throughout the school year.  This will be done in daily rehearsals at school, written/playing tests, our performances, individual practice/private lessons, and an effort to reach attainable musical goals
· JMS BAND WEBSITE

To keep up with current happenings of the JMS Band Department, please check on a regular basis the band’s website:            www.jmsbands.com
· JMS BAND GRADE SCALE
100-90 = A; 89-80 = B; 79-70 = C; 69-60 = D; below 60 = F

Band grades are based on attendance at performances, daily participation and effort, attitude, and scores on playing and written tests.

· EXTRA CREDIT
Extra credit will be given to those who practice outside the school day and return a signed practice report for credit.  Practice reports are not going to be required, however, those who practice and write down their time and have a parent/guardian verifying the practicing will get extra credit.  Those students coming in to get extra help before or after school will also receive extra credit for their efforts.  

· RULE #1 OF THE BAND ROOM

WHEN MR. WOLFE IS TALKING or TEACHING IN FRONT OF THE ROOM, BAND STUDENTS ARE ASKED TO:  NOT TALK, NOT BE DISRUPTIVE, NOT PASS NOTES, NOT MIMIC OTHERS, or NOT PLAY YOUR INSTRUMENT.








(more info on the back)
Band students are to remain in their seat and must raise their hand for permission to talk.  Repeated offenses of Rule #1 will have a detrimental affect on one’s daily band grade and may result in a phone call home.  If students abide by this rule, more group playing can be accomplished daily in rehearsals.  This rule applies to other staff members and guests.
· WHILE IN THE BAND ROOM, BAND STUDENTS WILL……..
have fun and be musically challenged.


exhibit a good attitude and have a willing spirit to learn.

be ready with your instrument, music, and a pencil.


respect other band students and their instruments.

keep their hands to themselves and avoid using profanity and the term ‘shut-up’.

use manners on a daily basis.

respect anyone who visits our band rehearsals.

not chew gum or eat candy.
leave the percussion equipment and pianos alone.

be responsible for their instrument and music.
not engage in fighting or horseplay.

not litter the floor with paper, used reeds, or reed cases.

not be in my office without permission.


not have in their possession i-pods or cell phones for obvious reasons.
not use the computers without permission.

not mark or lean on the music stands.

not bother other band member’s instrument or personal belongings.
Failure to do the above mentioned items on a daily basis will affect the daily portion of your grade, and could warrant a phone call home.  Failure to do the above also could keep you at home from any end of the year trip.
· PERFORMANCE ATTENDANCE POLICY
Your attendance at all musical performances where YOU hold a responsibility is mandatory or your band grade will be adversely affected.  The following four reasons are acceptable excuses for missing a performance.
1. YOUR serious illness/serious illness in your immediate family. *

2. A death in YOUR immediate family. *

3. Personal injury which would prohibit you from playing your instrument. *

4.  Religious obligation.  **

*    please call me at 493-6417 one hour before the concert start time.

** please contact me at least 3 weeks before the conflict.

· BAND BOOSTER ORGANIZATION
Having a son or daughter in the Jefferson band program automatically makes you a member of the JMS Band Booster’s.  Activities include chaperoning trips and concerts, assisting with fundraising and sales, room maintenance, after concert refreshments, and supporting your son/daughter with your presence at concerts and performances.  
· FUND RAISING

There will be various fund raising activities throughout the school year to support the music education of students in the JMS band program.  Proceeds from these fund raisers go to supplement the monies the district gives to the band program here at JMS.  
· PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are not required, but are STRONGLY recommended.  If you are interested in private lessons, please contact me.  A list of people will be compiled and ready for distribution in the near future.
· END OF THE YEAR TRIP

Based on the efforts of all Jefferson MS band members, an end of the year trip may be planned as in the past.  In order for students to participate, a student must earn the right to participate by attending all scheduled concerts/performances without an unacceptable excuse (check at the bottom of page 2).  A band student who may have been sick the day of a concert is still eligible to go on the trip.  
· COMMUNICATION
Communication with YOU is indeed a high priority of mine.  Better communication between parents/guardians, students, and staff leads to a more productive year.  I can be reached at 351-3790 or my district email address -- wolfejo@champaignschools.org.  If I have concerns that I need to share with you pertaining to the behavior of your son/daughter, I will call you.   For those of you who do not have access to the internet, all items that are placed on the JMS website will be available at school for students and/or parents to pickup.  And as always, if you have a question or concern, call me at school. 
· ATTENDANCE

Band students present at school are expected to attend daily band rehearsals.  Students need to be on time to class and ready to practice.  Students may not substitute band time for extra study or making up quizzes/tests.  A band student must be in attendance at school to perform in an evening concert.  If son/daughter is sick in the morning, they must report to school by 11am to be able to perform that evening.  If they stay at school from 1st through 4th hours and then go home, they may perform at the concert.

· DRESS FOR CONCERTS 

A formal dress concert attire will be mandatory for all concerts and other performances this year.  The concert attire consists of a white tux shirt, black bowtie, black dress pants, black socks, and black shoes.  There will be NO exceptions to this concert attire.  Questions or concerns should be made to Mr. Wolfe.  Students not adhering to the proper dress for concerts will not perform which in turn affects the performance portion of their grade and will make them ineligible for any end of the year trip.   
· ACCESSORIES FOR CLASS
Parents need to be sure that their son/daughter has the accessories they need to practice efficiently at school rehearsals.  These can be purchased at any music store in town.  Students not having the accessories will lose daily grade points due to lack of participation.  Contact me if you have a problem with acquiring the needed accessories for your son/daughter.  A representative from Music Shoppe visits me each week if you choose to order accessories over the internet or phone and have the accessories delivered to the band room.








               (more info on the back)
· DETENTIONS/DISCIPLINE REFERRALS
Hopefully, if the rules and expectations explained in this rulebook are followed, no further action will be warranted.  However, if a student elects to not follow rules, the following could happen.
A. A conference with the student WILL take place and will be documented in the student file of my computer, plus either a phone call home or email home will happen.
B.  A 30 minute detention will be given, a phone call or email to parents will take place, and documentation in the student file of my computer.

C. A discipline referral will be given, a phone call or email to parents will take place, and documentation in the student file of my computer.

Regardless of A, B, or C above, I will also involve the administration of the circumstances for even quicker resolve.
· IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS and EMAIL ADDRESSES
Parents/Guardians should try and reach me at school at 351-3790 or wolfejo@champaignschools.org.   My cell phone number is 493-6417.  This number should ONLY be called if you are calling to inform me about your son/daughter not making a performance hopefully with an acceptable excuse.  DO NOT LEAVE A MESSAGE ON THE SCHOOL PHONE SYSTEM.
MANDATORY PERFORMANCE DATES
ALL concerts will be held at the JMS gym and starts promptly at 7pm.  All students are required to be at the JMS band room to prepare for the concert by 6:30pm.

FALL CONCERT – October 15th, 2007

WINTER CONCERT – December 10th, 2007

LATE WINTER CONCERT – March 13th, 2008

SPRING CONCERT – May 8th, 2008

Illinois Music Educator’s Association events, contests, jazz band rehearsals and performances, and other information will be forthcoming to you.  All schedules will be posted on the band’s website.

Fine!
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