The Blogosphere

If you have been on the Internet lately, read a magazine, or watched TV, chances are you’ve heard of them.  Whether or not it registered with you is a different story. Even on the Web, about a third of users don’t know what a blog is.  In its simplest form, a blog, short for web-log, is an online journal.  On the surface, it doesn’t sound that exciting, but consider this: according to the April 2005 edition of The Economist, “The most popular bloggers now get as much traffic individually as the opinion pages of most newspapers.”  We aren’t just nosy siblings snooping through diaries.  Anyone can post to a blog or comment on an entry, and people are using this new-found voice to create a stir in the world of journalism.  News and current event blogs are only second in popularity to political blogs.  Political bloggers have been attributed to influencing the latest Presidential Election (The Economist, April 2005).  For you those of you interested in the world of politics, there is watchblog.com, which hosts Republican, Democratic, and Independent blogs side by side.

Blogs are popping up everywhere.  With approximately 31.6 million blogs on the web, they’re hard not to miss.  Blog hosting is usually free, and it’s easy to use.  If you can type, you can be a blogger.  BlogSpot, LiveJournal, and Xanga are currently the top three hosting sites.  Even the amateur blogger has potential for fame.  There are the annual “Bloggies,” the Oscar of the blog world, which you can check out at 2005.bloggies.com.  MSN features their member blog of the week right on their homepage.  Top news site, MSNBC, gives you the option to blog every article; the best entries are selected and posted right below the story. 

Swift Newspapers is right there with them.  Chris Cobbler of the Greeley Tribune started his editor’s blog, “Virtual Greality,” back in November of 2003.  He has also just launched Greality.com with blog spots available free to the community.  Also included on this site are forums for debating specific topics.  The Union also has a community blog that has even gotten participation from a local government official.  Their editor’s blog just took off in early June featuring blog entries from staff member Brittany Retherford who is staying in Uganda for 16 days with 11 other volunteers to assist the Kellerman’s clinic in providing medical care for the Batwa pigmies.  Both Summit and Vail Daily have launched editor’s blogs this June, and a blog just for skiers is being planned for this winter.  The Nevada Appeal’s blog, “Carson City Live,” is written by Kirk Caraway.  The site’s most recent comments from both the blog and articles are featured on the frontpage of the website.  

Blogs really get the community involved.  The News-Review’s editor blog, originally “BlogOn to Douglas County” and now called “Off the Wall,” launched back in July of 2004.  Recently there was a minor scandal involving a blog entry entitled, “Backstreet’s Back – Oh No!”  The Backstreet Boys are a recently reunited boy band, and the author, reporter Paul Craig, had wrote, “A whole new generation of young girls have found a reason to live.” This sparked a flood of letters from “mature” readers defending the Backstreet Boys and their fans.  The blog continued on this topic for five days, posting comments from numerous fans, before calling an end to the discussion.  Similarly, a story about a dog park received 48 comments in one day on the Greeley Tribune.  In response to such community involvement, Greeley’s city editor Kim Spencer has started a weekly column regarding the online comments that is published in both the print and online editions of the newspaper.
“The Blogosphere, like the Internet, is owned by no one, open to everyone, and made better by each of us.” (From an introduction on blogs.salon.com, a hosting site)  Have you unleashed your blogger potential?
