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Personal Philosophy of Education


In the teaching field, I believe in providing students with all of the information they need to learn and grow in their education, while guiding them to make rational, well-thought out decisions that will affect their lives on a daily basis.  By being a role model, as well as a guide, I strongly believe that I can make a difference in each student’s life.  In addition, my own opinions, views, and beliefs will grow and mature from these same interactions with students and faculty.  Throughout the course of my studies, I have realized that while each philosophy maintains its own identity, it does make the student as its number one priority.  However, the theory of Social Reconstructionism, which thrives to raise the level of consciousness about critical issues, has been by far the most appealing to me as a future educator.  Essentialism, another important part of my own personal philosophy, contains several key ideas that I believe are vital to a student’s education.  For example, the transmitting of traditional moral values and intellectual knowledge will be beneficial to students well past their educational years.  By incorporating a compliment of both Social Reconstructionism and Essentialism, I have developed my own philosophy of education that evolves around four major questions.  They are as follows:  What should be the major aims and purposes of education?, What should be taught and included in the curriculum?, What teaching and learning methods should be used in schools?, and What are the major roles of American public school teachers?  


The major aims and purposes of education will vary from person to person but will contain the same idea, which is to prepare students for life after school.  While my grade of teaching will be either middle or high school, I feel that students at this age are in the prime stages for learning life-skills, as well as, furthering their education in the core areas.  One of my major purposes of education is to be a source of knowledge for students to use so that they may develop their own methods for problem solving.  I believe it is important for students to have the ability to openly discuss issues that affect every aspect of their own lives, both locally and globally.  For instance, there should be no fear or bias when discussing such issues as poverty, AIDS, or war.  Students, especially at the middle school level, will have their own feelings or views towards these subjects and will desire to express those feelings in open discussion.  These topics now become “teachable moments” in which students can share, research, debate, and collaborate on an issue in a well-structured setting that is guided by the teacher.  A major aim for teaching is to prepare students for life in a civilized society, one where people are not afraid to confront, study, and help resolve issues that face all of us as a global community.       

A schools curriculum, according to Essentialism, must contain core classes such as science, math, English, and history.  However, there must be additional courses that will allow students to gain as much experiential knowledge as possible, such as the use of technology, other cultural studies, and problem-solving techniques.  There should be additional courses in mathematical and scientific reasoning, as well as mandatory studies in biology, chemistry, physics, and foreign language.  Technology must be included into every aspect of a schools curriculum so that students have respect and understanding of how technology can help change and improve our way of life.  I also believe that traditional values, such as moral and personal character, be included into the curriculum in some fashion.  Values, such as right and wrong, can be taught at any level of education (elementary, middle, or secondary) and can be structured as to not cross the boundaries of church/state separation.  The importance and influence of a personal character program would not only help students to learn compassion, understanding, and empathy towards other cultures, but would also help teachers to identify students that may need special attention in dealing with negative influences in their home or social lives as well.  Standardized testing would be used to help determine a students understanding of concepts and ideas, however, it would not be the sole instrument used in testing.  I believe that students should also show their understanding of each subject by completing a research paper over a predetermined subject that must be presented to a select faculty board in oral presentation form.  The faculty will then grade the students work and will present a pass or fail grade.  A student’s comprehension of any subject is not assessable by pen-to-paper testing only.  

The teaching and learning methods that I believe are detrimental to any school curriculum are a complementary method of student and teacher-centered instruction.  A viable way for students to use self-reflection during and after a lesson would be to allow the students to lead in the discussion and path of a particular area.  For example, I would allow the students to vote and decide on what topic they would like to research in a particular historical field.  Once the class made their decision, they would then need to address the rules and expectations for grading their efforts.  I believe this student-centered approach will allow the students participate more in the assignments because of their own personal involvement in forming the rules and expectations.  In addition, the assignment may be designated as “student-centered” but is highly influenced by the direction of the teacher.  I would label my actions as “guide on the side” and participate in the classroom discussions only to lead the discussions towards a more pertinent topic or for resource information.  The operation of a classroom must be efficient, organized, and well planned in order to be successful to the students.  I believe that technological literacy, as well as, the traditional values of hard work, maximum effort, punctuality, and respect, are important learning methods that must be applied and demonstrated.  I want students to comprehend that they are part of a world that has more interaction among people and less isolation between cultures.  Multicultural studies will introduce students to the world as a “global village” rather than separate and individual countries.  


Finally, as a teacher, I believe that I must be a figure of authority, knowledge, and understanding for the students.  For many students, it is the schools that provide the only structured surroundings that are cohesive for learning.  In the role of teacher, I will be able to guide my students towards a higher level of thinking and reasoning that they may have never of thought possible.  It is my responsibility, as a teacher, to be aware of the cultural and social differences that each child brings to the school; and to place those differences in a positive form for each student.  I will be a “specialist” to my students in the field of Social Sciences and will be available as a resource to them as much as possible.  As a teacher, I will also provide the opportunity for students, who have proven their academic ability, to create their own standards for learning so that they may form and foster their own sense of self-responsibility.  Finally, while I lead my students towards cultural awareness, I will also advocate for the traditional virtues that I respect, such as authority, consideration of others, and practicality.  I believe that America, still relatively new as a nation, will begin to accept and expect these virtues as part of America’s cultural definition.  


In my endeavor to become an expert teacher, I will also incorporate Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences into my lesson plans and assignments.  I believe that Gardner’s beliefs of intelligence, such as the use of skills to help solve problems in life and the potential for finding or creating solutions for problems, must be implemented into every school’s curriculum.  It is the M.I. (multiple intelligences) theory that implies that teachers teach and assess differently based on individual strengths and weaknesses.  Each student has their own strengths and weaknesses with regard to learning methods, so by using a variety of learning techniques, such as lecture, PowerPoint, and handouts, I could teach to practically every student’s strengths.  Every person, according to Gardner, has some combination of nine different multiple intelligences that dictate how well each person learns.  He believed that these M.I.’s could be nurtured and strengthened, or ignored and weakened.  As an example of how this could work, I could apply Gardner’s theories to a lesson about the Revolutionary War.  I could show battle maps, organize a role-play of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, have students read a novel about life during this period, or sign revolutionary war songs.  For those who may not agree with Gardner’s theories, I would also be instructing to both the visual and auditory learners in my classroom.  I believe that students must be exposed to as many forms of manipulative and instruments of learning in order to understand the lessons.  The use of experiential knowledge cannot be underestimated in the least bit.  While I am aware that my philosophy will change with time and experience, I believe that the student must always be respected as a person first and a learner second. 
