

During our first month of school this year, we will be focusing on building strong foundations in every student’s life.  With your support we will succeed.
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The first area of focus, and perhaps the largest, will be in the area of test taking.  I will be showing students a presentation on test taking strategies.  These strategies include getting to know the test’s format such as: essay, multiple choice, true/false, short answer, oral, and open notes/book.  We will also be discussing preparation.  There are three types of preparation that your students will be learning about; the first is long term preparation.  In long term preparation students will learn the benefits of studying and doing homework; they will also understand the importance of attending class and what to do if they miss class.  Next will be preparation in academics which will include reviewing of notes, formulas, main ideas, and studying with pictures.  The last section under preparation is personal care.  As you may know, getting enough sleep is super important, as well as eating right and being on time.  During the test, students will be taught to pace themselves, as well as reviewing the test before starting, writing neatly, and reading the entire question before answering.  There is also suggestion on what to do after the test.  Students are encouraged to look over their test and not just simply disregard it.  They can ask about extra credit if they receive a score lower than what they expected.  Students are also asked to keep the test so that they can study it for future cumulative tests.  The most important point is to
Students can get very stressed out; in fact their stress can become a very big distraction.  It is very important to get students to calm down and relax during test taking.  

Some other foundations that we will be focusing on building is in the area of extra curricular activities.  The following is information about activities that are available in addition to our athletic department.  
Yes that’s right our chess team will be starting up again this Friday after school.  It will be held in the sixth grade science room from 3pm-4pm.  Please encourage all team members to be on time.  Our chess team members will be battling surrounding middle schools for a championship trophy.  We are all excited to see students compete with their minds as well as our after school sports.  

Choir auditions will be held for the next three weeks.  The fourth week we will be notifying those who tried out of acceptance.  We are excited to expand our existing choir.  This year we will be combining the choir with other arts such as the band and orchestra, as well as our dancers.  Together the artists will create spectacular musicals which will include all members.  More information is on the way.

I still want to stress the importance of staying physically active.  These activities are not to replace outdoor activity.  It is important to the health of our students that they live an active lifestyle.  Educating them to be physically active is a great way to build a strong foundation for today’s young people.  

We will be having our yearly activities in reaching out to our neighbors.  Please check your calendar for updates.  
