Surrender

Sometimes Surrender is like peeling onions. You weep as you peel off the useless shells.
- Mary Geegh - 

Have you ever felt like everything around you was being stripped away and all that you could do was sit there and weep? I weep when I see my inadequacies. I weep when I see my pride. I weep when all that becomes so familiar to me is stripped away. I think that's what I think of most when I read that quote. I think of the onion shells. Those shells have been with that onion for forever! They have "protected" the onion. The onion has become so familiar to them, but they are hard, useless shells. Then, I start to think of all of the things in my life that I have let become shells. All of the hardness that I have let build up around my heart. Things like anger, bitterness, unforgiveness, and pride. I had always denied the existence of these things in my life. But, as I look in my life I see that the reason I denied them is because I had grown so comfortable with them. I didn't want to forgive. I wanted to be angry and bitter. I wanted everyone to pity "poor little me". I have been reminded of the fact that when I decided to live a life surrendered to God I gave up all my rights, and I gave Him the right to peel these things off of my life. I have been faced with the question of whether I truly want to walk in His Spirit, or if I want to live a sort of pseudo-Christianity where I go around saying that I'm a Christian, but in my heart I am harboring things that I know are not Christ-like. 

"It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going. And even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith--for he was like a foreigner, living in a tent. And so did Isaac and Jacob, to whom God gave the same promise. Abraham did this because he was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God." Hebrews 11:8-10 NLT 

Imagine yourself as Abraham. Although Abraham had no idea where he was going, he obeyed. God was stripping him! God was peeling off all that was familiar to Him in order to give Him a greater inheritance. An inheritance that would last for generations to come! Sometimes you may feel like you are a stranger in a foreign country. Sometimes you may feel a little lost and I wonder, "What in the world I am doing?" But, remember the city. Remember the city with foundations whose architect and builder is God. Look and see that all the "surrenders" and "peelings" here are achieving for you something SO much greater. Through the eyes of faith see that all the hardships that you go through in the physical are achieving for you something greater in the spiritual. 

Sometimes you may wonder if this peeling will ever end. When I asked myself that question the thought that came to me was, "Nope, this is only the beginning." Know that the peeling opens the door for God to use you! The peeling opens the door for God to give you an incredible inheritance. Maybe there are promises that the Lord has given to you. Know that you, like Abraham, will be stripped in order to enter into your "promised land". 

