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"When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him." Matthew 8:14-15 (NIV) 

"They replied, ‘believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved you and your household." Acts 16:31 (NIV) 

One of my biggest concerns about believing the word of Christ was the fate of my family and friends. "If I believe this, that means I serve a God who may cast my own family into hell for not believing!" I told myself. I worried greatly about it, until finally I understood that God is just, and I cast the worry on Him, trusting Him alone to save my family because I asked. 

The above verses greatly strengthen my morale when it comes to the status of my family’s salvation. Notice that Peter’s mother-in-law did not ask Jesus to heal her. But because Jesus was in Peter’s household, and Peter served Him, he went and freely blessed the mother-in-law. ALSO! Notice that afterwards she got up and began to wait on Him. It doesn’t say she waited on all of them, or went back to normal business. She waited on Jesus. So not only did He heal her, but immediately and without any persuasion she served Jesus herself. For those like me who have loved ones who do not serve the Lord, these verses are a great comfort! This is saying that as long as I bring Christ into my house, and serve Him, He will spread His blessings to those around me! 

Also equally comforting is the verse in Acts, where the fearful jailer simply showed mercy on the disciples and asked what he must do to be saved. For his willingness to accept Christ (and notice the motive was fear, some of us deal with guilt in this area because originally we went to Christ out of fear of death) the disciples promised that not only he, but also his household would be saved! Had he not believed, his household would’ve been left to go about however they were living, but because he believed the disciples, and brought them into his house, his family and all his servants were saved! 

So when you worry about loved ones, friends, and co-workers possibly missing out on salvation, all you can do is use your opportunities wisely, pray and give your trust for them over to the Father. Christ is literally contagious, and the basic tool we have in spreading him to loved ones is our own sincerity and obedience to Him in everything that we do. Remember that when we are truly faithful, God will bless everything we do in this world. As long as we ourselves first give in to Him, and seek first His will, giving our lives so He may give them back to us abundantly, then we can be sure He will spread out to those we love and are concerned for. God bless! 

