In Rude Health....
or Mind Your Language....
By Vince Sinister




Mention the early 1980s ska scene and most people will adopt glazed eyes as they recall their Youth Club days spent listening to The Specials and Madness. Pressed, they might also recall The Selector, The Beat and another group called Bad Manners.

Bad Manners were the band that recorded the legendary ska anthem "Lip Up Fatty" and a ludicrous cover of "Can Can" featuring a fat man in a dress dancing like a pissed uncle at your auntie's wedding.

It has been a long time since Bad Manners' semi-heyday of the early 1980s, and following their initial success, the band became lost in a late 1980s/early 1990s wilderness, although lead singer Buster Bloodvessel carried on touring regularly under the name Buster's Allstars. Now reformed as Bad Manners and reduced to playing 300 capacity night clubs after twenty years in the music industry, rumours abound regarding drugs, prostitutes and the buxom singer's health. So could Bad Manners still do the business?

It was with this in mind that Jizz Magazine's reporters were dispatched to Camborne Night Club Euphoria this Wednesday (6th December 2002). Preconceptions proved unfounded, and certainly Jizz had been expecting a gaggle of fat thirty something skinheads in Doctor Martins jumping up and down and pulling men's ponytails. And so it was that a mixed age range and gender demographic assembled in a club half the size of Jacks Entertainment Lounge.

The six piece took the stage sans Buster, looking younger and hungrier then the Bad Manners of old, and proved to be a very tight, rehearsed, professional outfit. With only a small stage the sound was faultless. A stripped down brass section of tenor sax and trombone proved to be more than adequate to the venue, with the trombone player doubling on organ at points. As Buster suddenly appeared his stage presence was quite apparent and the show was beginning.

In fact, Bad Manners actually had more hits than people remember. Minor classics such as "Lorraine", "Walking In The Sunshine" and Bad Manners' choice cover of "My Girl Lollipop" were tossed away early in the set. Seven songs in, Buster dismissed rumours of health problems by simply announcing "I'm off now, I need me oxygen tent", leaving the band to perform a couple of numbers, then reappeared with a chair to launch into the classic Andy Williams number "Cant Take My eyes Off You". Sometimes these things make perfect sense.

After that it was all the way with a full dance floor, a not so instantly recognisable "Ne Ne Na Na Na Na Nu Nu" and of course the favourites "Lip Up Fatty", "Special Brew" and "Can Can".
