
The atrocities that took place in Nazi concentration camps are always softened by numbers, but no number could truly account for the horrors that the liberators of these camps witnessed.  During the closing days of the Second World War, the Germans were all but defeated.  With Allied forces approaching from the west, and Soviet forces approaching from the East, one by one, the concentration camps were liberated.  What the liberators discovered was something for witch, at the time, there was no word to describe.  What they discovered at the Nazi concentration camps was genocide.

In 1942, the Eastern Front climaxed at the Battle of Stalingrad.  This battle between Nazi and Soviet forces resulted in the bloodiest battle in recorded history.  It also was a turning point in the Russo-German side of the war.  After their victory, Soviet forces launched a series of counter offensives against German forces and after several more bloody conflicts, pushed through their defenses and into German controlled territory.  As Soviet forces pushed into Poland, Czechoslovakia and the Baltic states, they came across various concentration and extermination camps.  The Germans had taken measures to prevent the advancing Soviet forces from discovering the true nature of the camps.  As they retreated, the Nazis had attempted to demolish all traces of the camps purpose.  They burned everything they could:  corpses, gas chambers and ironically enough, even crematoriums.  However, the Germans were in haste to retreat, as would be expected with thousands of angry red army platoons quickly approaching.  This haste caused the Germans to leave some pieces of the camps intact.

Soviet soldiers liberated Auschwitz, the largest of the Nazi death camps, in January of 1945.  When they arrived they found very few prisoners, as most had been sent on death marches by the Germans and only several thousand remained.  Most of the warehouses of Auschwitz were destroyed by the retreating Germans, but in the ones that were left standing the Soviets found personal possessions of the prisoners.  The warehouses contained hundreds of thousands of men’s suits, over eight hundred thousand women’s outfits and over fourteen thousand pounds of human hair.  Hundreds to thousands of gas containers were also found at liberated Auschwitz.  Piles of ash and bone were also discovered, an admonishment to the murders and crematories.  Similar discoveries were found at other liberated camps such as Buchenwald(liberated by American forces) and Bergen-Belsen(liberated by British troops).    
