Away to Blackcastle 18th Dec

Newtown turned up in Templemore on Sunday with big problems. With the ref trying to get the game started Newtown were still waiting for Kieran Hogan to turn up. But once again the time machine didn't let him down and he came fully togged. Even with Hogan Newtown only had eleven men but it was a strong eleven on paper. To there lucky nobody got injured in what was a dramatic game. Newtown started much the brighter with the front two of Crouch and the Badger causing all sorts of problems for the Blackcastle defense. As regards excitement this game had loads of it but as regards chances it had very little. Newtown huffed and puffed but hardly had three shots on goal in the first half. As for Blackcaslte two chances and one shot led to a corner, the results of which was a disaster for Newtown. The corner which was taken by a very good player but probable the most knackery looking scumbag in Templemore went straight into the far top corner. This didn't stop Newtown as they went at Blackcastle again. With a minute to go in the first half the little scumbag did the same thing again. Now two nil down at the break and totally against the run of play Newtown seemed to have an impossible task at hand. They started the second half with a great tempo and were dually awarded a penalty after a series of attacks on the Blackcastle goal. A corner which wasn't quiet cleared found midfield maestro Colm O' Brien his trickery and well conducted dive fooled the ref and a penalty was awarded. He coolly slotted it to the bottom corner. Newtown looked to be on their way back but a serious u-turn put them on the back foot again. Blackcastle broke quickly after a Newtown attack failed and they made it 3:1. This should have killed Newtown but with half an hour to go they never died down. Now totally in command and Blackcastles goal being their only chance in the second half it reflects the efforts of the Newtown players. Their luck just didn't seem to be there on the day. A great pass through the heart of the Blackcastle defense found the Badger whose blocked shot left an open goal for Dunne. He missed miserably but with the ball landing at Jones's feet a yard out from the goal he some how managed to hit the only guy on the line and not the back of the net. With seven to go Newtown were still battling with hope of getting something from the game and it came. Damien O' Brien beat the offside trap and his shot / cross found an unmarked Brophy at the back post. With minutes remaining and only a goal in it Newtown throw everything at Blackcastle. There goal keeping Hogan, the powerful Cremin, the kitchen sink, Alf (even though it was only his first tackle). But with the last kick of the game a Colm O' Brien free kick was expertly bicycle kicked by versatile Moroney. Unfortunately it hit the cross bar with the on rushing Damien O'Brien bundling it over the line. The whistle went to what was an amazing 3:3 draw. All credit to every player, they never died even though the bit of luck eluded them until the end. The team was as follows: Ger Hogan, Moroney, K. Hogan, Cremin, Patsy (reserve and want to be real captain), M. Dunne (the real captain), C. O'Brien, D. O'Brien, Alf, Jones, Tom Cruise .

