Newtown headed to the Garda College in Templemore on Sunday for a vital relegation decider with Clonmore. With a few people missing, Newtown were forced to use all their resources to field a team. Colm O’Brien was forced to travel to Wales in order to find a woman, and club captain and all round joke of a man Mick Dunne was missing through sickness, although he had been seen in the company of a sheep in the early hours of Sunday morning. Willy Conway was missing Paul McGrath style. Timmy Hogan was recalled to the team and the whole squad was boosted by the return to action of James Brophy, who took time out from promoting his autobiography to tog out for the first team. Sir Clive had a pot shot at Colm O’Brien in the team talk, and the rumours of a rift between the two continue.  Curly once again took the captains armband in the absence of pseudo captain Dunne.

The game got off to a frantic start and Newtown were caught napping early on. Kieran Hogan dallied on the ball close to his own area and was caught out, only a great save from Mark Moroney prevented Clonmore taking an early lead. Newtown were playing up the hill and the pitch was in dreadful condition. Clonmore took the game to Newtown in the early stages, but the away side settled after this and started to create chances. The Badger was causing problems up front and Cremins and Shanahan were bossing the midfield. Clonmore looked very shaky under pressure and were lucky to clear the ball off the line on more than one occasion. At the other end the only real threat to Moroney’s goal was coming from Clonmore corners, some of which caused scrambles in the box but all were cleared in the end. Newtown continued to push and the Clonmore back line was looking very suspect, but the goal just wouldn’t come.

Sir Clive was looking edgy at half time, and it was clear that neither team wanted to lose this game. Brophy got straight into the groove, attempting to score with a female spectator at half time, but he was shot down. Newtown started the second half very brightly and came close on a number of occasions, with Clonmore clearing off the line twice in as many minutes. It seemed that a goal was sure to come. But then Clonmore took over and Newtown began to look very tired. Cremins was forced off through injury and this gave Clonmore an advantage, as the Kerryman had been tackling hard all game. Sir Clive frantically consulted the orange notebook and brought on David Maher in place of Cremin. Clonmore began to enjoy some good pressure and the Newtown back four did well to contain them. A low cross which was deflected towards his own goal by Kieran Hogan, but Moroney flew across to make a brilliant fingertip save and prevent disaster. Then a Clonmore corner led to mayhem in the box, and a shot heading right for the bottom corner was cleared off the line by Patsy who was standing on the post. The pressure continued, and only tackles by Dero, Hogan and Patsy prevented certain goal scoring opportunities for the home side. Newtown had a couple more chances before the end, with supersub Brophy having possibly the best chance of the game, but he volleyed a good effort straight at the goalie. The Badger had one more effort cleared off the line, and Jones also saw his effort cleared at the last minute. The ref blew the final whistle and Newtown were happy enough with a well earned draw in difficult conditions. 

The match was marred yet again by physical violence and yet again it was club hooligan Richard Jones who was involved, trading blows with a Clonmore farmer towards the end of the match. The North Tipp Board are to view video evidence of the incident before deciding on what action to take. Jones has been fined a week’s wages (11 grapes) by Newtown. Tune in to watch the post match interview with Captain Patsy and Cremins on NCTV later this week.

Team: Mark, Patsy(c) Dero, Kieran, Alf, Timmy H, Kerry, Noel, Thug, Badger, Billy. Subs: David M, Gudjohnson. 

