Tiger Tournament  May 05

This was my first Tiger Tournament.  I had kind of heard of it, but never could play for several reasons, the main reason being church on Sundays.  Since I was never good enough to play it in my younger days, and now that the NAU opens it up for non-Japanese to participate, and most importantly, I finally have the team that could compete.  With Michael giving me the green light early, and the possibility of Billy, and the rest of the guys, I knew we had a good chance to win it.  But without a guarantee that they could play, and not knowing the caliber of competition, I decided to play it safe and go with the A Division.  Kind of late applying, but Phil was able to get us a spot in the A Bronze division.  I guess we just made the cut, as all the men’s divisions were filled.  Brandon, Johnny, David, and Con were out since they were in higher brackets, but I was still able to sign on in addition to Billy and Mike, Kerwin as point, Nong for treys, Jason Chen and Kelvin for forwards, Pat for mobility (and defense), and me and Ken for subs.  Keith is also on the team, but he had a wedding to go to Saturday.  Mike and Billy would be the keys.  We would need at least one of them to take it.  

Game 1, Saturday.  Walnut JL vs  Sacramento Sabres.  Mike and Nong just made it at game time, Pat was about 10 minutes late and Billy got there with about 15 minutes gone.  We started out with Mike, Nong, Jason, Kelvin and Kerwin.  But we were ice cold and had some turnovers as well, expected as this was the first time we had played together.  They played man on us and hit some nice treys and their point guard pulled up for some short jumpers and they jumped out to a 17-6 lead after a 4-4 beginning. We knew they were not going inside so we switched to a 3-2 defense, and finally got Billy in with five minutes to go, but they led at the half 21-14. We did not look good.  I decided to go with Billy, Mike, Nong, Pat and Kerwin to start the second half.  We finally got going, and caught them at 31 all with about ten minutes to go.  With some good D, we got some layups and finally took the lead 37-34.  Switching Pat to the center area helped a lot as they could not jump shoot over him.  Another good thing was the shot clock, because they just kept passing until someone was open, wasting so much time.  I pleaded with the guys to dump it inside, and though we still took some outside shots, most second half points were in the paint.  Nong finally made a trey, and I think our team ended up shooting something like 1/13 from three land, perhaps Nong 1/6, Kelvin 0/5, Kerwin 0/1, Pat 0/1.   If not for Billy we would have lost.  Hopefully tomorrow we will shoot better, as the team we play looks older.  Finally we put the game away with about a minute to go, ahead by 8.   Kelvin hit the free throws and the final score was something like 52-44.  Billy was our game MVP, scoring maybe 15 points, Mike maybe 12, Kelvin maybe 9, Nong maybe 5, Kerwin maybe 2, Pat maybe 4, Jason maybe 5.   They had only one big man at 6-1 and the rest of their team maybe 5-9 guys.  They boxed out well, but eventually our size just beat them.  Their big man fouled out, and they had no answer for Billy.   That’s pretty amazing that we put up 38 points in the second half.  

Sunday.  Walnut JL vs  Tigers Red.  I went to our church first service so that I could attend our game.  Billy would not be playing today, but I wasn’t really too worried because I saw the other team play yesterday, and they were old guys.  Former NAU all stars in their twilight years, Phil says.  I think even my church team could beat them.  I was quite surprised they won their first game, so they must have some skills.  But it was obvious within two minutes we were better than them, and it was just a matter by how much we would win, and a huge upset if we were to lose.  We started with the same as yesterday, Mike, Nong, Kerwin, Kel and Jason.  We should shoot better since everyone had some practice time, and now we had some experience with one another.  We opened with a trey and led the entire game, though the first half by just a bit.  Kerwin was making nice passes.  Things looked easy, so I decided Ken and I would put in serious time.  We again started with a 2-3 Defense but soon switched to a 3-2.  The first half ended with us up something like 21-15.  We got the lead up to about ten midway in the second half, and it pretty much stayed there.  Kelvin was on making three or four treys and I believe Nong also had two treys.  Jason missed some easy shots in the first half, otherwise it would have been a lot quicker win.  He got upset when they triple teamed him and hit him the face, so the ref called a double T on the next possession.  Down, they decided to try to press, but it didn’t really help them much.  However, I did throw away one pass.  Pat had a good game as well, he is really good at attacking against man D.  The lead shot up to 51-34 and they called the game with a minute to go.   I played about 13 minutes, though I didn’t get to take any shots.  They were effective at coming out at me when I got the ball.  Again, the difference was our superior height with Mike and Jason.  I estimate Kelvin had 17, Jason 8, Pat 8, Mike 8, Nong 6, Kerwin 2, and Ken 2.  We still had too many turnovers, but most importantly, we win and qualify for the championship game tomorrow.  

Monday, 11:00, against Tigers Red. I saw them yesterday and knew who the shooters were and that probably helped for the first half.   Couldn’t make contact with Billy, but our team looks like we are jelling, so feeling confident coming in.  Nong is caught in traffic, so started Pat in his place.  As it turned out, this worked out better as Pat’s extra movement helped.  The biggest deal was Kelvin’s big first half, he was on, so even though they scored a lot, we scored more.  We switch to the 3-2 D very quickly, as we continue to be dominant inside.  It was 43-28 at the half.  Contributing to the high score was the fact that the game is semi-stop clock, meaning clock stops on all free throws and jump balls.  But as a coach, I was a little unprepared, especially subbing, as I don’t realize how tiring it is for the guys.  Kelvin looks wiped out and the toll is heavy on Mike, because in the second half the Tigers make a tremendous come back.  They come out and score the first two baskets, and within ten minutes get the lead under ten.  Their man D is causing us to make all kinds of turnovers, and we can’t get any clear shots.  The refs we feel miss a few calls, but really we stunk in the second half.  They drain the midrange jumpers, hit the treys, and get breakaway lay ups from our turnovers.  They finally catch us at 63 all with two minutes to go.  I believe they take the 65-63 lead but Pat ties it.  We had lead the entire game, and had the lead as high as 15, and now it looked like we were going to give it away.  But our guys demonstrate why they can play.  Jason Chen gets a freethrow and we have a one point lead, then they throw the ball away, and I think Mike comes down and makes a freethrow.  We defend well and then Kerwin offensively rebounds and clutch sinks two free throws, and we are up by 4 with 20 seconds to go.  I call for the man D, with instructions not to foul, and at the buzzer they sink a two (almost a three) and fortunately we don’t foul although it was too close for me.  So we win 69-67.  True, it’s A Bronze, but still it’s a championship.  My first Tiger Tournament and we win, fittingly over two tiger teams.  We get T shirts for rewards, but the experience and bragging rights are what it is about for me.  We had a really good team, and I don’t know if I will be able to assemble a better one.  One other note is that I noticed the three big guns for this tiger team were all added on after the rosters were turned in, so I wonder if they were legit, but no matter, my team was better.  Obviously we could have played higher, but since I wasn’t sure who was coming, and us being first time together, this division choice worked out fine.  A good chance for a win is always better.  Everyone played well, a team effort victory.  I got the stats for the championship game:

	Player
	First Half
	Second Half
	Total

	Jason Chen
	2222
	1010
	10

	Kelvin Zee
	33231003
	3
	18

	Kerwin Lee
	
	11
	2

	Michael Park
	2012
	22200111
	14

	Nong
	3
	33
	9

	Pat Yang
	01220222
	112
	15

	Ken Chung
	
	
	0

	Jimmy Lee
	
	
	DNP

	Team
	43
	26
	69


Tiger Red

#11
Jon Kim 

22

#6
Matt Muramoto
25

#30
Pius Lee

10

Others



10

Total



67

