Chinese American Athletic Association    40+ Division

March 19, 2005
Game 2

The league began with six 40+ teams, but added another team called JHJS last week, so they chose our team to give a bye to.  The league had originally planned five games then two play off games, but now they have switched to six straight games, so we lost one game.  I emailed the guy to complain and ask for a one game playoff but they more or less have ignored me.  So we play our second game today, and actually it was good I complained, because they made some more changes, but they didn’t do anything to our game except change our opponent.  Perhaps it worked for our good because last week Donny was hurt and couldn’t play, but this week he was able to.  One bad thing was that John emailed to tell me that he is out for the season because it looks like he blew out his knee last Tuesday.  

Today we played the Jazz, the only team that has won the championship besides us.  The season always comes down to this one game.  Donny and Bick said they were coming, so I felt confident.  But without Melvin and Nelson, we would need help, so I called in Tony and before I could get to Wayland, Wayland said he could play, though he was hurt.  Bennett and Lincoln were also in, and Phil decided to come for the Jazz.  So I felt we could win.  I wasn’t worried but at times we looked like we would lose.  

We started out missing everything, but they were no better, and after five minutes it was 5-3 in their favor.  Tony hit our first seven points, or so.  But they slowly build up a lead.  Our rebounding is terrible, as all we do is block out but don’t go after the ball.  Wayland is sore and can’t move much (he would later get elbowed for a black eye).  They led the entire first half.  They hit outside and inside.  I think they got up by as much as 10 points.  But we had a mild run at the end and the half ended them up only 26-23.  We figured out that the problem was them getting the ball to the center, where we would all collapse and then he would dish out to the open man, often baseline.  I decide to have Tony play center and told him to deny their center position and the ball.  Though shorter, he is much stronger and quite able to do that.   We elect to try that over the man D.   

It worked as we ran out to a 33-26 lead the first five minutes, behind Donny’s two treys and deuce Tony’s deuce.  The rest of this summary is approximate as I don’t recall everything perfectly, but here is kind of how it went.  I subbed out and for whatever reason, they slowly crept back into the game, getting as close as 34-33, with Phil hitting a free throw.  With Phil playing point, this allows Donny to focus on shooting.  Donny is our most dangerous player, so I never took him out of the game, and for him being in such good shape, it is not a problem.  So Donny hit a couple of more treys, one a four point play, and we build up a 41-35 lead, with minutes to go.  They switched to man and we isolated Bick who broke them down for two easy lay ups, but he missed both.  Phil shot an airball on a one on one but I think Tony hits a deuce and they got within 44-42.  Phil then broke them down and got it to Linc who sank a deuce and we were up 46-42.  Then they hit a deuce and we had the ball with the lead 46-44.  For whatever reason Bick, Phil and Donny just kept passing to each other in the backcourt and it ended up being a ten second violation.  So I think number 18, their shooting off guard takes this tough three (we actually played good D), it hits the rim and sits on the backboard for a sec, and then rolls in and they are up 47-46, their first lead of the second half, with only 11 seconds to go.  But then one of their players touches the ball after it goes in and the ref calls a T on them (they had already been given a warning early in the half).  Bick calmly hits two free throws and we are up 48-47, with the ball.  Bennett is then fouled and he also calmly makes his two freethrows, and now we are up 50-47 with 9 seconds to go.  We have one foul to give and now they have 6 seconds left to tie the game.  Number 18 goes for the trey, but he misses, Tony bats the ball, one of their guys picks up the ball and instead of passing out, shoots the two, and the game ends, we win 50-49.   How close can it get.  I didn’t take any shots, though I was open, but got a few steals, assists and played good defense.  Donny jokes, now BestFit should sponsor us so that we can give the trophy to them.  But the season is young and we are only 2-0.  

Half Time     23-26

Final Score   50-49

	Player
	First Half
	Second Half
	
	Total

	Bennett Lee
	2
	2
	
	4

	Bick Wong
	3
	2
	(1 trey)
	5

	Donny Yep
	0
	15
	(4 treys)
	15

	Jimmy Lee
	0
	0
	
	0

	Lincoln 
	0
	2
	
	2

	Phil Lee
	0
	1
	
	1

	Tony Jue
	11
	4
	
	15

	Wayland Chew
	7
	0
	(1 trey)
	7

	
	
	
	
	

	Team
	23
	26?
	
	50


Jazz Scoring

#20
8
(2 treys)

#18
11
(3 treys)

#19
12

#13
0

#4
12

#10
6
(2 treys)

