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This is the situation you are in - you have signed up for the basketball league. After investing in a new pair of basketball shoes, maybe the Lebron James's that are on sale or the TMAC 2's for 40 dollars, you are suited up and ready to break some ankles. Actually, going back to the shoes they're awesome because they make you two inches taller and match your basketball outfit perfectly. They have a plastic midsole for extra support and the ankle support is top notch. They have the new shoe smell and make the melodious squeaking sound when you drag your feet across the gym. 

Okay back on topic, there is one minor, slightly overlooked problem: You cannot, under any circumstance or stretch of the imagination, play basketball. No 



seriously, can't dribble, shoot, jump, walk, see, eat, smell, do calculus, balance a checkbook, breath... okay I may be getting a little carried away. But you get the general idea. So what in the name of Jerry Krause are you to do? 

Nothing. 

I am sorry to say this buddy, but there isn't anything you can do about your actual basketball playing skills. But there IS something you can do about how to look while you're out on the court, and that may mask the fact that you can't shoot, dribble, pass, run straight, and even balancing your checkbook. 

This article is founded upon the idea that it doesn't matter if you win or not, it's all about looking good while doing it. Much like how you should drink Sprite because image is everything. 

So here are some keys: 

1. Whatever you do, whatever the situation, DO NOT try your best or exert more than a normal amount of energy. Yes, I know this is adverse to all the sage advice you have received throughout your lifetime, and it goes against your moral fiber. But think of the consequences. The worst thing that could happen to you is getting tired and actually sweating! Once you sweat, you lose all credibility as someone who can play the game without expending any effort. For example, let's say that you and an opponent are chasing after a loose ball, to look cool you must exude the attitude that even though the guy next to you is running as hard as he can, you will emerge with the ball. 

And although 99 times out of 100 you will NOT emerge with the ball, for the moments leading up to it, you looked like you were going to. In addition, even though you didn't get the ball, everyone will think you just let the other guy get it because you're just going to get it back anyways... because you look JUST THAT GOOD. 

2. While shooting around before a game, do NOT shoot the ball. Imagine what could happen, and even if you have a limited imagination, the repercussions are still frightening. What you have to do then is to dribble around for a long time, of course wearing your cool face that says "I don't need to shoot, I'm warmed up by just taking off my wind pants." This way you'll have an aura of mystery and intimidate your opponent. Because he will most assuredly be thinking, "Wow this guy doesn't even need to take warm up shots, I better not try to stop him, but only hope to contain him".

3. Your outfit and mannerisms constitute half of what makes you look cool. You must have the coolness from the moment you enter the gym until the first shot of the game. Therefore, get the baggiest, biggest clothes you can find. Why? Not because it helps your game in any way, shape, or form. That would be ludicrous, but by wearing baggy clothes, every move you make is accentuated because the clothes are swishing and swashing every which way. 

Which gives the effect that you're moving so fast that your clothes can't even keep up. The next step is to chew gum, NOT because it helps you relax or anything, but because it tells the other people on the court you are a dangerous guy and willing to take risks. Think about it, what if you fall and the gum goes down the wrong tube, you could CHOKE to death. But you are a risk taker, and chewing gum doesn't faze you like it would other people. 



4.If all else fails ... go to the gym and work out. Because if you notice, the buffest people are usually the least athletic :) But at least they look good while playing.

