Basketball player gets jail for punching ref 
The blow came during a championship game of an adult league. The judge decries sports violence. 
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A judge Monday sentenced a 29-year-old recreational basketball player to jail for sucker punching a referee in the eye and decried how violence has overtaken sports. 

"Why athletes allow a game to control their mind and attitude ... continues to surprise me," Judge John J. Ryan said while sentencing Dontravian Evans to nine months in jail and three years of probation. "You can't watch organized sports on television without seeing a fight, which continues to frustrate me." 

Evans, a 6-foot-5-inch, 250-pound process server, slammed his left fist into the right eye of Kevin Robinson, a real estate broker who stands 5-foot-9 and weighs 195 pounds. 

The blow, which caused a permanent injury, came after Evans disagreed with a call during a championship game during a Los Alamitos adult recreational league in September 2000. 

During his trial, Evans, a single father of six from Lawndale, wept on the stand when he recounted the incident. 

The score was only 2-0 when Evans, the TNT team captain who played forward and center, got upset when Robinson whistled him for a dribbling violation. 

According to Evans, the two exchanged words, and Robinson took a swing at him. Evans said the referee got hurt when he ran into Evans' outstretched arm. 

Robinson denied swinging at Evans. 

He said Evans' punch was unprovoked and came out of nowhere, when his attention was on the scorer's table. Robinson fell, bleeding, to the hardwood floor. 

Jurors believed Robinson's version of events and convicted Evans of felony assault. 

The blow lodged Robinson's eye low into its socket. The injury, Robinson told Ryan, causes persistent "flashes" that make it difficult for him to read a newspaper or watch TV. 

Evans could have received seven years in prison, but Ryan said the assault didn't rise to the level of other attacks that typically warrant that kind of time. 

He also noted that Evans has no prior convictions, has a full-time job, and mentors other single fathers. 

Ryan ordered Evans to pay Robinson about $3,400 for out-of-pocket expenses, plus whatever medical bills Robinson's insurance company has already paid and any future surgical bills. 

He also ordered Evans to attend anger-management classes and banned him from playing in organized basketball leagues. 

Pickup games, he said, would be fine. 

Robinson, of Cypress, has been a referee for about five years, and still averages some 50 games a month. 

Outside the courtroom, he said he was disappointed with the sentencing, because he wanted Evans to be sent to prison for the maximum time allowed. 

"It was difficult to sit there and hear him be made into a saint," Robinson said. "Good people just don't do things like this." 

Deputy District Attorney Chris Simmons called Ryan's decision disappointing. 

"This is an injury that Mr. Robinson never will recover from," said Simmons, who called Evans a "bully." 

Evans did not speak at his sentencing and refused to comment. His attorney, Deputy Public Defender Scott Sanders, also declined comment, but in remarks to Ryan said Evans deserved probation and is a "tremendous candidate" for it. 

"This is a person that's dealt with fighting for custody of his child and a sick grandma ... he really isn't a bad person," Sanders told the judge. 

Relatives, friends and colleagues of Evans showed up in support. They said the punching incident was out of character for him. 

"Your life can change in three to five seconds, and you need to be judged on your whole life," said Mike Miller, 30, who's known Evans for 19 years. 

Evans' sentencing was hard on his mother, Cynthia Evans. Outside the courtroom, she wept as her brother, Chad Dewitt, tried to comfort her. 

"He's got kids," she said. "I'm hurting for him." 

The case is the second prominent basketball-related assault charge in Orange County in a little more than a year and comes on the heels of a recent fatal attack by the father of a hockey-playing boy in Massachusetts that has added to the climate of aggression in sports. 

In another local case, a player who elbowed a Garden Grove man in the head during an October 2000 pickup game in Fountain Valley, sending him into a temporary coma, faces a year in jail when sentenced in April for misdemeanor assault. 

Recreational athletes in Orange County say the persistence of violence on the courts is an unfortunate part of the game. 

"I knew I was done when I saw some players with mouth guards on," said Joe Daley, 44, of Dana Point. Daley said he recently left a 45-and-over recreational basketball team after only one game because it was too rough. 

"I deal with enough stress at work; I don't need it on the court, too," Daley said. 

Daley now plays basketball with St. Catherine's men's fellowship adult basketball league in Laguna Beach, where he said members pray before each game and have a good time. 

Dana Point resident Matt Sparks, 45, plays basketball on the city's 45-and-over league at the community center on Del Obispo. 

"I don't know if it's testosterone or just wanna-bes," he said, referring to flared tempers and egos on the court. "Wanna-bes are those guys that didn't make the cut when they were younger. Now they're living a dream and playing very competitive -- and those days are gone." 

Sparks said that over the 35 years he's played both organized and recreational basketball, he's been attacked, karate-kicked and struck in the face from unprovoked players who blew up without warning. 

A couple of years ago, he said, he had to stop a fellow team member, a doctor, who was so upset about a referee's call that he went out to his car and grabbed a gun. 

Fortunately, he said, the man didn't use it. 

Jerry Deffenbacher, a Colorado State University psychology professor who specializes in anger management, said a person who gets angry with a referee or fellow player needs to do more than take deep breaths or employ some other relaxation technique. 

"They first have to be accepting of the fact that they have a problem with anger, and that they need some help," Deffenbacher said.
