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Recommendations for Case Study: K-12 Distributed Learning

a.  Linking teachers and parents- A MOO would work well to accomplish this, as pre-arranged meetings could be held for parents who are unable to come in during the day. Also, Groupware would be an excellent method for bringing together the perspectives of parents and teachers regarding several different issues. Some parents may not feel comfortable voicing their opinions as readily in-person, but may be more likely with use of Groupware. 

b.  Linking community members with special expertise to students studying topics based on that expertise- Telementoring would be excellent for this because mentors become available at any time. Students would then have immediate access to specialists in various fields. Furthermore, with telementoring, mentors can provide instant feedback on student work. Audio/Video conferencing would be an effective means for delivery of information that requires demonstration without students having to go anywhere. It is a great way to connect students to experts from many different geographic locations.

c.  Linking teachers and business people interested in articulating the skills high school graduates should have and the role the middle school should play- Asynchronous Web-based discussions provide teachers and business people with a convenient way to exchange information with one another. Professionals have busy and unique schedules and so use of an Asynchronous Web-based discussion would allow them to post information at the time that best suits their schedules. 

d.  Linking students to students in other regions for collaborative learning- A MOO is a great medium to allow students to socialize and more importantly, "hold meetings".  The text which is exchanged on an MOO is revisable and backtraceable, another benefit of an MOO. Groupware would be an effective way to facilitate communication necessary for collaboration. Groupware also brings several groups of students together that could never realistically meet face-to-face. Lastly, Asynchronous Web-based discussions could serve as place where students could post their portions of a collaborative project while viewing and offering suggestions to those of their classmates.

e.  Linking taxpayers, school administrators, and the school board to share ideas on how this demonstration site should evolve- Groupware would allow all of these different groups to meet in a cost-effective and efficient manner. It is difficult to schedule a meeting for so many groups of people but use of Groupware could alleviate this problem. Web site-based Archives would provide the new users of the above-mentioned groups with reference and assistance on past topics that had previously been discussed prior to their attendance.

f.  Another linkage I find  important: Linking teachers to teachers- Use of Asynchronous Web-bases discussions would be a great way for teachers to check in with their colleagues. Sometimes the days are so busy that teachers do not have the time to confer with one another and this is an absolute necessity.

