Rebuilding War-Ravaged Countries


As a somewhat new country, Belarus feels that it is vitally important for the UN to help restore both our country as well as helping other countries that may be in the same situation as us. Belarus realizes that the UN has recently began, and continued, many programs that are devoted to this purpose. We recognize and appreciate this. However, we notice that most of these restoration programs are aggressively being applied to African and South American countries. Since the Soviet Union has been destroyed, we have also had problems rebuilding our country from the different problems that have arisen because of this split. We thank Russia for the help that she has given us, both economically and militarily. 


We call upon the UN to:

1. Continue their programs in the areas that they are currently helping.

2. Consider streamlining some of these programs to save money that can be put elsewhere. 

3. Reevaluate whether programs that the UN is currently supporting are still needed. 

4. Begin at least one program in the Eastern European/ former USSR area to help restore countries in that area, such as the Ukraine and ourselves. 

5. Consider diverting some of the peacekeeping budget, about $12.6 million, to help support programs in that area.

1. Many countries are becoming more dependent upon these programs to help restore everything that they have, and hope to have in the future. If we were to take some of these programs away, their fragile economies that are being so carefully rebuilt could collapse. This could also lead towards distrust regarding UN activities if we were to suddenly change things. 

2. However, many humanitarian aid programs cost more than they should. We should employ a commission for each area to evaluate the validity and effectiveness of each program to try to eliminate unnecessary leadership positions that are needed, and try to focus singularly on humanitarian aid. Especially in this area, we need more hospitals, better equipment for them, and food. These things should be treated as paramount. 
3. Is the UN sending valuable resources on things that aren’t needed? We need to encourage these new committees, as well as those that are in charge of each program, to so evaluate the program as it now stands. We need to make sure that all programs are making progress in the areas that they claim to be. Programs should be aim to be temporary, not permanent. 

4. While Belarus and many other countries that pay UN dues are dealing with countries that desperately need help, funds continue to be directed towards carious African countries. While we recognize that this area of the world needs much help, we also urge the UN to consider directing funds to begin programs in our area of the world as well. We deserve the same rights and programs as needed, as do other areas of the world. 

5. The UN budget is tight, and coming up with money to fund (or continue), any new program is hard to do. Therefore, we propose that approximately $12.6 million be taken from the UN peacekeeping budget to begin a program in this area. 

