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One of the most pressing issues pertaining to the present environment is global warming. It already is altering the world in numerous ways and the detrimental effects are only starting to be felt. Industrial countries are to blame in large part for their increasingly high emission of pollutants that continue to add to the effect that has been coined ‘the greenhouse effect’. Despite past attempts to control the production of these hazardous gases, highly industrial states refuse to comply due to the economic repercussions that would occur under such agreements. There is some uncertainty that as to the actual cause of the warming global climate. Some believe that this is a natural occurrence that cannot be controlled through conservation and other such restrictive actions. Even so, the risk is great enough to take action in order to prevent or reduce more serious ramifications in the future. 


Although Suriname is not a main producer of the chemicals that contribute to global warming, the country is one of many that play a decisive role in other aspects of the problem. Suriname houses 14,855,800 hectares of tropical rainforest and lush forestry. Forestry of this magnitude acts to greatly decrease the amount of carbon dioxide in the air, thus helping to fight global warming. Suriname stresses the importance of forest management as we recognize the importance on a global scale of sustaining the habitats. Even so, due to the fluctuating market of bauxite (Suriname’s main export) dependency on the mineral is often alleviated by turning to the forests to generate income. In 1995 forestry exports were estimated to be around 3.2 million in United States currency.  In 1990 Asian and Canadian logging companies were introduced and small scale logging dramatically increased. With the introduction came various discussions on forest management, and the country only lost about 1% of its forest in the 1990’s. This is due in part to the numerous preserves that have been established throughout the country. All forests are state owned and under the direct responsibility, and management of the government. There has been some criticism as to how the government is handling this responsibility. Some government officials have been accused of undermining attempts to regulate activity in the forestry sector by acting more on an individual basis without the proper knowledge. Regardless, Suriname has committed to a Forest Management Act in 1992 to further sustain the forests in the country. 


Global warming is obviously a problem without a simple solution. It takes a delicate balance of certain pieces. The emission of this destructive materials need to be limited in a way that will satisfy those that produce the most of these substances. Their concerns about the impact on the economy should be dealt with in relation to the main focus on the concern at hand. Along with conservation of these gases, efforts should also be put forth to conserve forests and other factors that serve to filter the air and regulate global temperature.

