Music IRT’s

The Hutchinson Family flourished in the mid-19th century. In their own times, as far as I can tell, literally everyone in the United States had an idea who the Hutchinsons were. They were famous for singing in remarkably close harmony; and they were infamous for using their talent and fame to promote causes, such as antislavery, woman suffrage, temperance, and the Lincoln presidential campaign. Infamous? Yes. The 19th-century women's movement was widely ridiculed and the antislavery agitation was despised. Friends, coworkers, and fans of the Hutchinson Family included Susan B. Anthony, Phineas T. Barnum, Charles Dickens, Frederick Douglass, Horace Greeley, and Abraham Lincoln. They were said to be Walt Whitman's favorite singers. The Hutchinsons performed often throughout the Northeast, the Middle Atlantic States, and the Midwest; and they made important tours through the South, the West Coast, Canada, and the United Kingdom. The singers were colorful, charismatic people. They witnessed and participated in many historic events. The New York Times said of the Hutchinson Family, "Perhaps no troupe of singers ever enjoyed a more satisfactory success." Check out the main article about the Hutchinsons, along with the individual profiles, to find out why. 
Stephen Foster

Born- July 4, 1826 died-January 13, 1864. Known as the "father of American music," he wrote songs, such as "Oh! Susanna", "Camptown Races", "My Old Kentucky Home", "Old Black Joe", "Beautiful Dreamer" and "Old Folks at Home" ("Swanee River").

Foster was born in Lawrenceville, Pennsylvania, and grew up as the youngest of ten children in a middle-class family that would eventually become near destitute after his father's fall into alcoholism. Foster's education included one month at college but little formal music training. Despite this, he published several songs before the age of twenty. His first, "Open Thy Lattice Love," appeared when he was 18. In 1846 Foster moved to Cincinnati, Ohio and became a bookkeeper with his brother's steamship company. While in Cincinnati Foster penned his first hit songs, among them "Oh! Susanna". It would prove to be the anthem of the California Gold Rush in 1848/1849. In 1849 he published Foster's Ethiopian Melodies, which included the hit song "Nelly Was a Lady", made famous by the Christy Minstrels. Then he returned to Pennsylvania and signed a contract with the Christy Minstrels. It was during this period that Foster would write most of his best-known songs: "Camptown Races" (1850), "Nelly Bly" (1850), "Old Folks at Home" (also known as "Swanee River," 1851), "My Old Kentucky Home" (1853), "Old Dog Tray" (1853), "Hard Times Come Again No More" (1854) and "Jeannie With the Light Brown Hair" (1854), written for his wife Jane McDowall. *Although many of his songs held Southern themes, Foster only visited the South once, on a river-boat trip down the Mississippi to New Orleans in 1852 on his honeymoon.*  Many of Foster's songs were of the blackface minstrel show tradition popular at the time. Foster sought, in his own words, to "build up taste...among refined people by making words suitable to their taste, instead of the trashy and really offensive words which belong to some songs of that order." He instructed white performers of his songs not to mock slaves but to get their audiences to feel compassion for them. Foster attempted to make a living as a professional songwriter and may be considered a pioneer in this respect, since this field did not yet exist in the modern sense. Consequently, due in part to the poor provisions for music copyright and composer royalties at the time, Foster saw very little of the profits which his works generated for sheet music printers. Multiple publishers often printed their own competing editions of Foster's tunes, paying Foster nothing. For "Oh, Susanna", he received $100. Foster moved to New York City in 1860. About a year later, his wife and daughter left him and returned to Pittsburgh. Beginning in 1862 his fortunes would decline, and as they did, so did the quality of his new songs. He began working with George Cooper early in 1863 whose lyrics were often humorous and designed to appeal to musical theater audiences. The Civil War helped ruin the commercial market for newly written music.

Lowell Mason

· Born in Medfield, Massachusettes on January 8, 1792

· Died in Orange, New Jersey on August 11, 1872

· Studied music with German teacher Frederick L. Abel

· At 16 years old, he was leader of the village choir and a teacher of singing classes

· At 18, he was directing the city band

· At 20, he went to Savannah where practiced, led, and taught

· While in Savannah,  Georgia, he arranged a collection of psalm tunes that was based on Gardinger’s “Sacred Melodies.”

· This was published by the Handel and Haydn society in 1821 as the “Boston Handel and Haydn Society’s Collection of Church Music.”

· The book was a decided success and led to Mason’s removal to Boston in 1827

· Three years after moving to Savannah, he was hired as organist and church choir director of Savannah’s Independence Presbyterian Church

· Under his initiative, his church created the first Sunday school for black children in America.

· In Boston, he becan the instruction of classes in vocal music, devoting special attention to the training of children to the performance of the alto part in chorals, and to the introduction of focal music into the public schools.

· In 1829, his attention being called to the Pestalozzian method of teaching music, he adopted it after careful and protracted examination.

· He established the Boston acadamy of music in 1832 with colleague George James Webb

· In 1837, he visited Europe and made himself acquainted with all the improvements in music-teaching in the continental cities.

· On his return, he published the results of his journey in “Musical Letters from Abroad” (New York, 1853.) 

· In 1838, he was appointed music superintendent for the Boston shool system.

· In 1855, he received from the University of the city of New York the degree of doctor of music, the first instance of the conferring of that degree by an American university

· Strongly focused on European classical music

· He devoted much time to the preparation, in connection with Edwards A. Park and Austin Phelps, of “The Sabbath Hymn and Tune-Book” (New York, 1859), which attained instant popularity.

· In Orange, New Jersey he brought together one of the most extensive and valuable musical libraries in the United States, which, after his death, his family presented to Yale college.

· His published works exceed fifty volumes.

· Some of his own compositions include:  “Juvenile Psalmist” (Boston, 1829); “Juvenile Lyre,” the first book of school songs published in the United States (1830); “The Choir, or Union Collection” (1832); “Manual of Instruction in Vocal Music” (1834); “The Boston Acadamy Collection” (1835); “Lyra Sacra”; “Occasional Psalmody” (1837); “Songs of Asaph”; “The Seraph” (1838); “The Modern Psalmist” (1839);  “Carmina Sacra” (1841); “The Gentleman’s Glee-Book” (1842); “American Sabbbath – School Singing – Book” (Philadelphia, 1843); “Boston Academy Collection of Choruses” (Boston, 1844); “Song-Book of the School-Room” (1845); “Primary- School Song-Book” (1846); “The National Psalmist” (1848); “The HandBook of Psalmody” (London, 1852); “The Hallelujah” (New York, 1854); “The Normal Singer” (1856); and “Mammoth Musical Exercises” (1857).

· Composed over 1600 hymns and was largely responsible for introducing music into American public schools

· In the 1830’s, Mason set to music the rhyme “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

· Lowell Mason was the father of Henry Mason, founder of the Mason and Hamlin firm (first built organs)

· Also the father of composer William Mason

