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· The Red Badge of Courage appeared as a newspaper serial in 1894 and then as a novel in 1895.

· People assumed that the author would be a veteran in the Civil war.  Stephen Crane (the author) was a young newspaperman in his early twenties who was not even born in the Civil War years, had no military experience, had never observed a battle, and had composed the entire novel in 10 days.

· His first novel was Maggie:A Girl of the Streets, 1893.

· Stephen Crane was born in 1871 in Newark, New Jersey.  He was the 14th child of a Methodist minister and his crusading wife, a founder of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.

· Crane did not care for the family religion and showed rebellion.  He was expelled from both Lafayette College and Syracuse University.  He then began his writing career at the age of eleven.  His brother, currently working at a newspaper agency, gave Stephen experience.

· Crane sold some sketches and news to the Detroit Free Press during his brief time in college.

· While in college, Crane started to draft his first novel, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets.  Though it did not sell well, it caught the interest of Hamlin Garland and William Dean Howells who helped him find some future employment.

His lifestyle was so irregular that it might have 
· caused him tuberculosis from which he suffered for the rest of his short life.

· As a background for his novel, he red several books about the Civil War but was disappointed because of the lack of emotion.

· When asked where he got his information about war and fighting, he admitted that he learned all about human conflict from playing college football.

· D. Appleton & Co., did not rush to publish Crane’s novel, so Crane revised and abbreviated it to sell it as a serial to the Bacheller-Johnson newspaper syndicate.

· His work was printed in the New York Press in a single Sunday paper.  Whole chapters were omitted such as the chapter where Henry is saying goodbye to his mother. 
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· 1895-6 The Bacheller-Johnson syndicate sent Crane to the American West and Mexico to write for their newspaper

· He returned from Mexico to find he had earned instant fame from his first novel, and that his first book of poems, The Black Riders, was published

· 1897 Crane took an assignment in Cuba, signed onto a ship named the commodore.  While at sea the ship sunk, and Crane was one of three people to survive. Crane then wrote a short story over the experience, entitled “The Open Boat”

· Moved to England with his common-law wife, Cora Taylor.  He rented a historic mansion, Brede Place.  And began writing some of his more famous short stories, “The Monster” and “The Bride Comes to Yellow Sky” along with “The Blue Hotel” the following year

· He signed on to be a correspondent for the World.  He developed Malaria on top of his Tuberculosis, he died June 5, 1990, and ironically he died while undertaking a strenuous journey to a health resort

· The Red Badge of Courage was published 30 years after the Civil War

· TRBoC (The Red Badge of Courage) sold, but was never out of print after its first publication.  It was one of the only war stories to not include an act of heroism, not include any discussion of the causes of the war, the events leading up to war, or why the war was being fought

· Other works include “The Upturned Face”, George’s Mother, The Third Violet, Active Service, and the unfinished O-Ruddy. War is Kind, a book of poetry published in 1899.

· His subjects did not resemble those of his contemporaries and the themes and language he wrote in was considered blasphemous.

· Structure of the TRBoC is chronological with the exception of a few brief flashbacks

· The Chronological structure divides the novel into 5 parts:

1. Leading up to battle

2. Preliminary fighting

3. Henry’s flight from regiment

4. His wound and return to the regiment

5. Another Battle

· The novels point of view is third-person central. The whole book is based on the immaturity and noobiness of Henry and thus limits his thoughts and makes them highly inaccurate.
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Time Span-short… includes Henry’s enlistment, training desertion and the three days of battle. The battle is described as a series of impressions rather than in methodical order.

Characters

Youth Henry Fleming- main character and source of information. He repeats the thoughts about education and finance checking the passions of old.

The different aspects of Henry’s character are disclosed through his dialogue with minor characters using a technique borrowed from Homer. The minors are universal. Include True Friend, the Hostile enemy, the Veteran soldiers, the raw recruits. To underscore their universality, he refers to them by category… the youth, tall soldier etc.

The youth frequently rationalizes his behavior as sensible and appropriate… he compares himself to a squirrel saying he has done the sensible thing by running away.

Minor characters

The Tall Soldier

Jim Conklin-friend and mentor to Henry

Solace in eating

Ends up being called the spectral soldier because he is emaciated and wounded severely

The Loud Soldier

Wilson

Another early acquaintance

One that hands Henry the yellow packet in case he dies

Dismal 
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Style

· Realism – associated with novels and plays of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and can refer to subject matter as well as technique.

· Realism aims to depict characters and situations as they are, rather than Romanticism.

· In The Red Badge of Courage, the characters are ordinary soldiers who perform ordinary tasks, such as washing a shirt or borrowing a blanket, there is no authorial presence.

· Naturalism – literary movement that was founded in France and was associated with Émile Zola.

· The fates of the characters are determined by heredity and environment, factors which defeat them.

· Naturalistic novels are concerned with poverty, disease, war, and unsympathetic surroundings over which characters have no control.

· Impressionism – an artistic term often associated with late nineteenth-century French painters such as Monet and Renoir or with the music of Debussy.

· Some nineteenth-century writers adopted the term to indicate that they were painting pictures with words and focusing on the mental or emotional life of a character rather than the outside reality.

· Color Symbolism – Red is associated with war, so the youth regarded battles as “crimson blotches on the pages of the past.”

· Green and Brown are associated with nature, thus the first paragraph of the novel notes the change of the landscape.

· Blue is associated with the Union army.

· Irony – found in situation, in language, and in characterization.

· The main irony is the youth’s fraudulent head wound, which is the necessary badge that allows him to return to his regiment without disgrace since any sign of blood signified courage.

Title
· The original title was Private Fleming Hits Various Battles, so it is likely that the title came from Crane’s own phrase from Chapter VI when Henry wishes that he had a wound, “a little red badge of courage.”

· At the time of title change, the author substitutes all the soldiers’ names with “the tall solder” and “the loud solder” whenever he could.

Crane’s Later Reputation
· Not all of Crane’s work was appreciated during his lifetime.

· His reputation and influence increased after his death, like many other writers.

· Crane’s poetry was attacked by the critics of the time but was defended by some loyal supporters.

· Crane’s poems had a major influence on the Imagist poets of the early twentieth century.
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Lincolns Second Augural Address

At this point in time the emancipation proclamation has been issued, Abe has been reelected and the Civil War is still going on.

Organization= chronological. summarizes past events(the war and its causes). then present situation (parties are completely divided and the war continues). then future of the nation(is only if people learn to like each other)

He starts the speech by saying that it will be shorter than the last speech. the last one was 35 min. long, this one is only 6-7 mins. BREVITY is a key element because the issues are still not solved

the speech is centered on a summery of events and contrasting situations within the nation. Abe says that both parties expected war to be short. he uses the same techniques as in the Gettysberg address of a double contrast between saving and destroying the Union: “both parties deprecated war, but on would make war farther than see the nation survive and the other would accept war rather than see it collapse, however, neither party expected the cause of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself is resolved.” the “cause” is slavery. Abe summarizes the difference between the parties in that the insurgents wished “to strengthen, perpetuate, and expand this interest.” another tricolon used in the Gettysber Address

Abe also emphasizes the commonalities of Americans by reminding them of their shared beliefs. he does this through biblical references

“both read the same bible and pray to the same god…”

Abe suggests that slavery is an offense that God wishes to remove.

Abe uses parallelism and antithesis as well as optimism, compassion, and high seriousness

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas

born a slave in Maryland

worked on plantation, learned to read

1838, he escaped by dressing up as a sailor and changed his name from Bailey to Douglas

his book was published in 1845 and sold 30k copies

in 1855 he expanded on this through his new book My Bondage and My Freedom 
1847-60 he lived in New York where he published the “North Star” and abolitionist weekly

he died feb. 20 1895

EXCERT FROM CHAPTER VII
lived in Master Hugh’s family for 7 years. during this time he learned to read and write. he had no teacher, Mrs. Hughs husband made her stop teaching Douglas to read early. she was a kind woman, but soon after being a slave holder she grew mean and bitter. He learned to read by giving children in the town bread in exchange for lessons.
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· Whitman had government job & continued to add to Leaves of Grass
· “O Captain! My Captain!” elegy of death of captain after perilous but successful voyage (extended allusion to Lincoln)

· First two stanzas address captain directly, 1st stanza the voyage is over and ship reached port (1st four lines loud and joyful, but last four shorter and images show captain is dead

· Second stanza follows same pattern of triumph in first 4 and contrasted in next 4

· Final stanza no longer address to the captain (ship has finished its voyage)

· Focuses on victories of ship, exultation of the crowd, and ringing of bells to celebrate

· Speaker cant rejoice

· Calls captain as “my captain” except in second verse saying “dear father” – close relationship 

· This poem  has regular stanza division, a repeated stanza pattern, and some rhyming lines (unusual for Whitman)

· Howard Traubet, Whitman’s literary executor, was told by him that he did not feel ease with poem’s regularity of form with stanzas, meter and rhyme

· Uses iambic pentameter consistently in the poem

· Uses both masculine and feminine rhyme as well as slant rhyme and internal rhyme

· First written in 1865, but kept being rewritten ( in 1871 and 1888)

· First published in New York City Saturday Press

· Pressed to recite poem so often that he said “I’m almost sorry I ever wrote it” though it had “certain emotional immediate reasons for being.”
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· Paul Lawrence Dunbar was born in Dayton, Ohio in 1872.

· His parents were former slaves, and his father was a solider in the Civil War.

· Dunbar went to a Dunbar public school, where he was the only colored student.

· He has read poetry of English and American Romanticism by John Keats, William Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

· He had also read the poetry of Irwin Russell and other writers of the plantation school.

· Dunbar wrote poetry that called for elevated language accompanied by a voice that sounded natural.

· He wrote poetry during break periods in his first job as an elevator operator.

· Dunbar published his first book of poetry, Oak and Ivy, in 1892/1893.

· The success of the book led to a meeting with Fredrick Douglas and other writers.

· His second volume of poetry, Majors and Minors, (1895) contains his famous poems including “We Wear the Mask.”

· His poetry was read by both black and white readers.

· Dunbar died of tuberculosis on February 9, 1906, at the age of 33.

· His greatest difficulty as a writer was in finding as appropriate language. 

· Serious black poetry called for a more formal language that would elevate the theme but not in a way that neutralized or falsified it or broke its contact with reality.

· Dunbar sought an appropriate literary form to represent African-American expression, but he worried that important critics ignored his poems written in standard English verse and praised his poems in black dialect.

