YOU MUST PRAY

Jesse M. Hendley

Luke Chapter 18

I am speaking to you now from Luke 18 on the subject “You Must Pray or Be Lost.” Oh, may God burn it into our prayerless, careless souls! You say, “Well, I am a deacon in the church.” Yes, I was the pastor of a church for thirteen years. I know something about deacons who pray and deacons who do not pray. “I am a Sunday School teacher. I faithfully prepare the lesson and stand up and teach it.” But it isn't worth much without prayer, is it? Oh, may God help us to know that the blessing of heaven is withheld unless we cry out to God in prayer. Prayerless Sunday school lessons! Prayerless sermons! The devil is not afraid of them at all. You know, CHRISTIAN and PRAYER ought to be synonymous terms. CHRISTIANS PRAYED, we read in Acts, chapter 9.

Now in Luke 18 Jesus spake a par​able unto His own, with this thought in mind, that men ought always to pray, never ceasing, not fainting. He warns about the end of the age. “When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find THE FAITH (faith that really prays, faith that gets hold of God and cries to Him day and night) on the earth?” Verse 7 says, “Shall not God avenge His own elect?” His own cry unto Him day and night.

A man may reach heaven without learning much. He may reach heaven without book knowledge. But he will not reach heaven without HOLY PRAY​ER! Prayer is the Life Breath of the Christian! Without PRAYER, you may have the reputation of being a Christian, you may be counted as a Christian; but in God's sight you are a DEAD soul. There is no other way that the oxygen of heaven can flood the lungs of your spiritual life except through holy prayer. Friends, you must cry to God for mercy! Peace, the mark of divine grace, you cannot have without prayer. We have got to pray to get relief in the midst of spiritual problems. There is no other way. Prayer is the only way you can get the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon your life, and without the power of the Spirit of God, there is no under​standing of the Scriptures, no power to win souls, no power to accomplish a single thing in the Kingdom of God. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit, the Holy Comforter, upon His people; and the only way is through prayer. The work of the Holy Spirit is to renew us, to sanctify us, to purify us, to strength​en us, to cheer us on the way, to en​courage and enlighten our hearts, to direct us in His paths and guide us into all truth. And you cannot have these gifts of the Spirit without having Him, and God gives the Spirit to them that ASK HIM. Many people go through a set, fixed form of prayer, but any prayer that doesn't come FROM THE HEART is a blasphemy in the Presence of God! 

A man may be able to read a prayer and have his heart in it, but I tell you, friends, it takes HEART PRAYER. There are FEW people who pray; there are many who say prayers. There are FEW who call upon the Lord; FEW who knock at the door of heaven and the door is opened; FEW who wres​tle in holy prayer as Jacob wrestled with God. There are FEW people, I say, who really PRAY. Many people talk about prayer, but how much actual praying do they do? ETERNITY will reveal who was the man or woman of prayer! 

Friends, if your soul is going to be saved, you might as well make up your mind about it, YOU WILL PRAY. Someone has well said, “God has no dumb children.” That is exactly right. A child of God SPEAKS TO GOD. If we are to resist this evil world, if the influences that would tear your Christian testimony to shreds are to be conquered, we must PRAY! If there is a devil you must have the victory over, you have got to PRAY.

The other day my telephone rang and a precious woman was calling to tell me about a friend, there in the room with her. This friend was recently con​verted, and she is trying her best to serve God, and witness for Him, live for Him; but blasphemous thoughts come into her mind, and she had read that passage about the blasphemy again​st the Holy Spirit and it terrified her. I said, “Let me talk with her.” I said, “Sister, you are fighting those things, aren't you?” She said, “Yes.” I said, “Well, that is not your thoughts. That is the devil, insinuating these things into your mind. What you are to do is to recognize that that is not your thoughts. You are resisting it. You are unhappy about it. That proves it is not your will, so that is the devil trying to put these things into your mind. You tell God that that is not your will, that you do not choose to think such thoughts. Do not condemn your heart about it. Then claim the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to defeat the devil, and he will leave you alone. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” Victory in the hour of trial comes through PRAYER.

You may associate constantly with people who never pray. You may have to sleep in the same room with someone who does not pray. But heed not their ways. Remember, if you are a child of God, you will pray! If you are a saved soul, you WILL be a man or woman of prayer.

Jesus says that when He comes, there will be very little of such faith on the earth, few who pray to God. I don't care WHEN you pray, or WHERE you pray, JUST SO YOU PRAY. Christ went to the mountains to pray. Isaac prayed in the fields. Hezekiah turned his face to the wall as he lay upon his bed ill, and prayed. Daniel prayed by the riverside. Peter prayed on the house​top. You can pray anywhere, anytime. 

Jesus said we should enter into the closet and shut the door and the Father who heareth in secret will reward us openly. The important thing is to know what Jesus meant by real prayer. I won​der if He doesn't look in vain, in some of our lives, for such prayer. Friends, We MUST pray. Let me ask you a question. How long has it been since God heard your voice? David said “eve​ning and morning and at noon will I pray and cry aloud and He (God) shall hear my voice!” GOD--‑shall hear--‑MY VOICE! Did God once hear your voice in prayer? But now you don't pray anymore? Are you “speechless” before God? Articulate before men, but dumb before God? Like a man who is voluble in the Presence of friends, but meek and quiet when he comes home, not speaking to his wife and family, just reading the newspaper without a word to say to their hungry hearts? That man does not LOVE his wife and family! Enthusiastic before friends! But nothing at all to say to his wife and kiddies. NOR DOES A MAN LOVE GOD WHO HAS NO WORD FOR GOD, NO TIME TO SPEAK TO HIM, NO TIME TO PRAY.

One thing is dead sure. If you want to go to Heaven, you must PRAY. You had better come to the Lord today. Better seek the Lord while He may be found! Better call upon Him before it is eternally too late.

The other day a young man called me on the telephone. He said, “Preacher, for two years I have been a wretched, unhappy soul, I have prayed and read my Bible. I have neglected church some​what, but somehow or other, every​thing is wrong. Nothing is right with me.” Well, I don't know all about the young man, but I doubt if he did any REAL PRAYING. He might have “said some prayers” but I don't believe he really prayed. Friends, we need to wait upon God till the answer comes. Prayer will conquer evil thoughts, sorrow, be​reavement, self (that we MUST conquer if we are going to climb in the Chris​tian life), the devil, the world, and cares. All of us NEED TO PRAY. All of us need to search our hearts and check up to see if we are men and women of prayer.

I want to say about this young man, and anybody: if you want things to go right in your life, PRAY TILL THE ANSWER COMES. Saying prayers is not enough. GO ALONE WITH GOD. Cry to God day and night, till you know the fullness of faith, till you know you are God's child, till you know you have put flesh beneath your feet, till you know God is working out the plan of your life.

Friends, make up your mind TO PRAY. Souls that are going to heaven DO PRAY! Will you bow your head this moment and say, “God be merciful to me and help me to be a person of REAL PRAYER!”
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