YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE

Jesse M. Hendley

John 5:39

You can understand the Bible. The Bible is a simple book. It is written so that the plainest, most humble, uneducated person may understand. God was thinking, when He had His book written, of little children, even of feebleminded folk. That is not to say that the Bible is light reading, because the greatest minds in the world cannot plumb the depths of the Word of God. Yet the feeble‑minded can understand enough of its truths to know the way home to God. God was thinking about the uneducated, the poor, those who have had little chance.

God's Word says that the entrance of His Word into the human heart giveth understanding to the simple. That word "simple" is in Hebrew, "openness, and simplicity." The Word of God can give wisdom to the simplest of people! And yet it is so profound that no man has ever said, "I have mastered the Bible." It was written to all men of all nations regardless of their social standing, of their rank, of their position, of their wealth, of their culture. It was not written to the learned few. Some people say, "I can't understand the Bible. I'll have to go to some learned man to teach me the Word of God." Not so.

In John 5:39 the Lord gave command to all His followers, "Search the Scriptures." The Greek word for Scriptures here is "the writings." There are a lot of writings in the world---books of all kinds, magazines, newspapers, and all kinds of publications. But only one group of writings can be called "The Writings." The sixty‑six books in this library we call the Bible, these are THE Writings! Of all the books ever written, the focus is on the Bible. Men have had libraries from time immemorial. It seems that men have always had some sort of books. Yet, friends, with all the books published, there is nothing like "THE WRITINGS.” Jesus said, "Search the writings." SEARCH THEM! He is not talking about superficial, careless reading. He said, "SEARCH them," as a man searches for gold in a gold mine, or digs for precious stones. SEARCH the Scriptures! Happy is the man or woman who has learned to DIG, EVERYDAY, in the gold mine of the Word, the precious truth that nourishes and strengthens them on the way as they walk on with God.

In Acts 17:11 we read of the Bereans. Paul went to Berea, and he said, "These were more noble than those in Thessalonica in that they received the Word in all readiness of mind ‑and searched the Scriptures daily whether those things were so." That is the kind of searching Jesus was talking about. They were the better people. These were MORE NOBLE---BECAUSE they received God's Word with all readiness of mind. That word noble means zeal, eagerness to know the truth. How wonderful it is for a teacher of the Word of God to look in the faces of people who are eager to learn the Word of God! With a Bible in their hands, they were ready to follow the teachings of the Word of God! That is the way God blesses.

They "searched the Scriptures DAILY." That word for searched is a very interesting word. It is the Greek word that means, "Examining closely; sifting, questioning, investigating." It is used of judicial inquiry. Yes, the Bible is on trial. And it is willing to be! If you will come to investigate and inquire sincerely, you will find that the Bible has the Message! People who are noble in God's eyes, God's aristocracy, God's favored ones, are not those who ignore or read casually the Word of God, but those who dig daily, as a lawyer searches and probes to find his way to win his case. The Bereans searched to find out if these things were so.

The Bible is a simple book. You needn't think you have to be a university graduate or a PH.D. to understand the Bible. You don't have to go to any man or woman to understand it. God says, "You need not that any man should teach you." The Holy Spirit, He said, would teach. I have found it so in my life. I have learned things from men and from books, but the sweetest things I've learned are the things the Spirit of God has taught me.

You can understand the Bible. In First Corinthians 1:21 we read, "After that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God (philosophers, thinkers), it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." Notice, the world BY ITS WISDOM never could find God. No, if you go back to the great philosophers and read them, you'll find it pretty dull reading, believe me, because they are groping, groping, groping. One page of Holy Scripture presents more WISDOM than you will ever find in all philosophy.

Again we read in First Corinthians 2:9, 10: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him. But God hath revealed (there's the word apocalypse, unveiled) them to us by His Spirit. For the Spirit (which hath been given to each child of God when saved) searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God." It's the Spirit of God! When you are born again, the Spirit of God comes into your heart. You are born of the Spirit, and He takes up residence in your heart, and you are IN THE SPIRIT if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. He does dwell in every believer. He lives there. And He can present to us not only wonderful things, but the DEEP things of God---God's plans and purposes for man.

Deep things! The word for deep is the word from which we get "bathosphere.” You remember reading about the bathosphere that a scientist gets into and goes down into the DEPTHS of the ocean and studies ocean life. He goes down deep! Thank God, through the Holy Spirit we can go down deep into the Word of God and find the deep things of God, the Mind of God, things that our natural eyes have never seen, that natural ears have never heard, things that never come into the thinking and hearts of men. God has revealed to His lovers! And His lovers are the people who come to the Bible and find there the deep things of God. They go down deep! They search the ocean of the love of God. Oh, the wonderful things a man can see that he will never see in this life! The life that a man in a bathosphere sees, down deep in the ocean, is life that nobody else sees up here on land. And oh, the things that the spiritual child of God sees as he goes day by day in the quiet of the Secret Place with an open heart and a good concordance and the Spirit of God, and locks himself in for an hour to read and study and probe and examine and investigate and sift the WORD OF THE LIVING GOD. He can say truthfully, "I delight in Thy Word above my necessary food. I love Thy Word. Oh, how love I Thy Law! It is my meditation all the day." Those are the words of an honest man. But how many Christians can honestly say, "I LOVE Thy Word. I am EAGER to get into the Bible each day to see its wonderful truths and to exult in the findings that God presents to me there!"

So the uneducated man, if he can read, may have greater wisdom than eminent scholars who are applauded and admired for their literary attainments. God gives it to him in His Holy Word.

God says in Isaiah 8:20, "To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to these words (God​ given words in the Bible there is no light in them (no heavenly guidance on the right path of life)." They are blind and leaders of the blind. That's why the government of the world is always confused. They do not govern and judge according to the law and testimony of GOD. They have no Light in them, and they lead people down blind paths of war and economic disturbance and misery and wretchedness and woe. That's the reason.

The prophets were ordered to speak to all the people, not to a select few. The New Testament epistles are addressed to all who in every place call on the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. They were humble people who first heard the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. There can be no doubt about God intending His Word for all, and He expects everyone whom He has created, without exception, to make HIM his daily companion and read His Word, to meditate upon it, to digest it, to live it out in daily life. HIS Word, HIS instructions, HIS directions, for a blessed and happy life here, of usefulness and service. That is God's plan for every one of us. We CAN understand His Word. We OUGHT to understand it.

We must place upon the Word of God, as we read it, the simplest and plainest meaning. When Israel is mentioned in the Bible, it's ISRAEL. When God says in Zechariah 14, "I will gather all nations against Jerusalem." He means Jerusalem, not Washington nor the Church. When He speaks of His Feet standing on the Mount of Olives, He doesn't mean Stone Mountain. When He speaks of His future Reign of one thousand years, He is not talking about something in the past, or something in the present. He is talking about reigning for one thousand years. Israel is not the Church. A promise to Israel is a promise to the ancient people of God. When He says, "All Israel shall be saved," He is not saying, "I will have nothing more to do with the Jewish nation," as some people have written. God's Word brings life, not darkness. Psalm 119:106, Thy Word is CONFUSION to my feet? And DARKNESS to my path? No. "Thy Word is a LAMP unto my feet, and a LIGHT unto my path." Psalm 130, "The entrance of thy Word giveth Light." Does it say then, "The entrance of Thy Word sends people to the insane asylum"? I have heard that said by people who didn't know the first thing about the Bible---ignorant of the Word of God. If the study of the Bible sends people to the insane asylum, I know of a lot of insane people OUT OF THE ASYLUM! And there are the noblest people in America. They are the people producing revival. They are the people who are the most sane. They know the Word of GOD. The entrance of God's Word gives LIGHT, not despair. It gives BLESSING to the people of God. So may God help us today to let His Word come into our hearts. He can't do it unless we study it.

If you are a Christian, you will want to study the Bible, to find out where you came from, where you are going when you leave here, what God is like, whether there is a heaven and Hell, and how to be saved. That's what you will find in the Bible. Take it just as it is. Have you been neglecting the Bible? That's where your trouble is. Get back to the Bible and faith in God. Believe on Christ and come to the Bible and God will bless you.

There is a lie out that the devil has propagated and that it is dangerous to study the Bible, that you are liable to go crazy. You'd think that human beings would be more intelligent than believe that. But people swallow the devil's lies. So many people do not THINK for themselves. If you'll think, you can understand the Bible. It is not only for the learned, and for those who have special training in its interpretation. The Bible itself proves that it is not written to such people.

I want to remind you that when we take the plain, historical sense of the words of Scripture, our lives and souls and pathway are bright! The mind is illuminated! If not, confusion results. We must believe the plain, historical sense of the Scriptures. We must believe that when God wrote a book and sent it to men, He did not write it in a language that heaven alone could understand. When he wrote a book for men, He didn't write in angels' language. God wrote so that men could understand. He is holding our eternal destiny in the understanding of the revealed will of God found in the Word of God; therefore, God would be a monster if He held us responsible if it was impossible for us to understand. God loves men and He has prepared the way. He has shown the way to heaven in this Book. If you are confused, forget about your many books, and quit talking to people who upset your thinking, and COME TO THE SIMPLE WORD OF GOD. LIGHT is promised you on your pathway! "The entrance of Thy Word giveth light," not disturbance, not misery, not wretchedness, not woe. God gives life, and peace, and joy, and victory. That is the object of the Bible. Light is promised you. It shall be yours, as surely as God keeps His Word. You CAN understand the Bible.

In Second Timothy we read, "ALL SCRIPTURE is given by inspiration of God and is profitable." All Scripture is profitable. Some people say, "Don't read the Book of Revelation; you can't understand it." You won't if you don't read it, that is sure. I am not saying that you are going to understand ALL of it, but I am saying this, that as you study it more and more, it will be unfolded before your eyes. That is the wonder of the Bible. Some people say, "I don't study it because I can't understand it." They read it through once, perhaps, and conclude they cannot understand it. Well, you cannot do that even with some subjects in college. You have to study. You also have to dig in the Word of God. Immediately when you are converted, you begin to learn Scripture truth. I remember that when I was first converted, John's Gospel opened to me! How precious were those sentences on Salvation! Well, that was just what I needed. The rest of the Bible was blank to me. God gave me just what I needed. I memorized those passages on Salvation, because the devil would try to get me to doubt. So I kept on memorizing God's Word and kept on quoting it and quoting it until the devil left me alone. That is the surest way to get rid of your doubts. Memorize the promises of salvation in John's Gospel. Quote them over and over through the day, and I'll guarantee you it won't be long till the devil will leave you alone about the salvation of your soul. He cannot stand the quoting of the Word of God. Jesus drove the devil away by saying, "Thus saith the Lord." "God says this, so the devil is a liar." Study the Scriptures!

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. That expression, "inspiration of God,” is from the Greek, "God" and "wind or spirit or breath." The word "pneuma" is used of those three things in the New Testament. Wind, in John 3, we get "pneumatic" (as in "pneumatic" tires) from that word. It means, "filled with wind, filled with air." It is used of Spirit, because you CANNOT SEE the Spirit. When the air is released from a tire, you cannot see that air. You cannot see the wind as it blows, but you can feel it upon your cheek. So it is with the PNEUMA, the Breath of God! The Scriptures are the BREATH of GOD! Isn't that wonderful? Scripture is "God‑breathed.” God breathed them. They have the breath of God in them, the life of God! That is what that means. No other book has it! You can go and read all the books in the library, but you won't feel the breath of God. But when you pick up this old Bible, God's breath begins to come over you and you experience the breathing of the life of God into your dead soul, and you begin to LIVE! That's why it is written that we are "born again not of corruptible seed, but by INCORRUPTIBLE, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth forever." We are born again by the Word of God, the agency that produces Life in our souls! And the person who doesn't come to the Word of God cannot meet God. All Scripture is "God breathed."

"All Scripture is PROFITABLE."  We hear about "profit and loss.” Friend, the greatest profit you'll ever make are the hours you spend with your BIBLE, poring over Scripture, comparing Scripture with Scripture. That is the way you will learn the Word of God. You'll learn what the Bible teaches, the Will of God for you and the human race. The most tremendous subjects the human mind can think about are GOD, the immortality of the soul, the future life, salvation, happiness---all of them are found in the pages of the Bible as you never find them written by a psychiatrist or a psychologist or any other writer.

"All Scripture is PROFITABLE." It is profitable for what? "For doctrine." That means teaching. Teaching what? Teaching us what God wants us to know and what we need to know. It is profitable "for reproof." We need reproof or we will go astray, so God's Word reproves us. We need reproof to warn us of the dangers of temptation. "For correction." That means straightening up our lives again, getting us on the right path again. When you get on it, stick with your Bible. "For instruction in righteousness." The right way to conduct our lives and to conduct ourselves in this present world.

Now what is the purpose of God giving us the Scriptures, these God‑breathed writings? "That the man of God may be perfect." That word means "complete, lacking nothing in being a real servant of God." Notice that expression, "man of God." Isn't that a wonderful thing? "God's man." Some people in this world are called "God's men." Not missionaries only, not preachers only, not Sunday School teachers only, not the educated only, but ANY PERSON who knows the Scriptures may be complete and thoroughly furnished (equipped) unto all good works. For though a man has faith, faith without works is dead. We are supposed to work according to the illumination of God's Word, and no man can be the workman he ought to be without knowing the Scriptures and profiting from their correction.

"Scriptures" means "the writings." Writing is composed of words, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, chapters, and books. Words are formed from letters of the alphabet. So words and letters of the sacred Scriptures are given from God. The very words and letters. Jesus founded a whole doctrine on one word. Many times we read, "The Word of the Lord came to so and so." Time and again we read, "Thus saith the Lord." We ought to come to attention at such phrases. Again we read, "And God said." You would think that men would be eager to hear what GOD had to say! But such is sin and unbelief, that men are unconcerned about what God says, until their hearts are touched by

the Spirit of God. Not only are the THOUGHTS inspired, but also the very words and letters of Scriptures are inspired. And there are no "degrees of inspiration," like Shakespeare. The Bible is inspired of GOD. Many times Christ and the apostles base a tremendous, eternal teaching on ONE WORD or PHRASE in the Scriptures. Some people say we should leave prophecy alone, and avoid it like the Book of Revelation. Believe them not! We read here in Second Peter, chapter one, about the disciples on the Mount of Transfiguration (verse 17) and then the writer says, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy." More sure than those men on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus. "Whereunto ye do well that ye take heed." That expression in the Greek, "take heed,” means to "fix your mind on this truth.” "As unto a light that shineth in a dark place." This world is called a dark place, and prophecy is a light shining in this dark place to keep us from stumbling into Hell. We are to observe prophecy "until the Day dawns"--- the Day of Christ's return---"and the daystar arise in our hearts. Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation, for the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man." Man didn't originate Scripture at all. He didn't begin it. "But holy men of God spake as they were BEING CARRIED ALONG by the Holy Spirit of God." And the man who says that there is any portion of the Word we are not to study, is guilty of the awful thing we read of in the Book of Revelation, where the Lord says that if any man TAKE AWAY from the words of the prophecy of this Book, his part shall be taken away from the Holy City and from the Tree of Life. We are not to add to God's Word. We are not to take away. We are to read it, believe it, and obey it.

Friends, if we are belittling God's Word, if we are disobeying it, if we are not reading it and studying it and seeking to live it, we can't be right with God. What will we say when we look Him in the Face? Today, friends, let us study the Word of God and live it! Will you do it?
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