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I want to speak to you today on Why Jesus Came. In John, chapter 14, we read the cry of one of the disciples of our Lord. This man had been walking with Jesus for a long while. And Philip raised a question that many hearts are raising today.

Philip said unto Jesus‑--and this was just before the time of the crucifixion---“Lord, show us the Father.” That has been the cry of man ever since he has sinned. That is the reason Jesus Christ came‑--that He might show us the Father. There was no other way that God could show us Himself, except through Jesus Christ. You cannot find out what God is like any other way. You find what God is like in the person of Jesus Christ. "Show us the Father" is the cry of many a heart. We want to know God, the One Who is looking after us, caring for us, meeting all our needs, giving us strength for our weakness, joy for our sorrows, victory for our sins. Men cannot know God the Father except through the Lord Jesus Christ.

You remember that Moses was given by God an intimacy with Him that no man had ever had, or has had since. It is written of Moses that God spake unto him face to face as a man speaketh with his friend. God said, "If I speak to any of the others, I will speak to them in dreams and visions, but not my friend Moses." God gave to Moses a knowledge of Himself that no man on the face of the earth ever was given. Yet, with all that, Moses was still not satisfied. Moses wanted to SEE GOD in His essential Glory! And you remember, one time God said to Moses, "You have found favor in my sight." And Moses replied, "If I have found favor in Thy sight, show me Thy glory." Now what did he mean by that? Had he not seen God as no other man? And yet he is saying here, "Show me Thy Glory." He meant that he wanted to see God, His very Being, in all His fullness and Beauty and Wonder and Splendor. Moses was saying, "Unveil Thyself unto me completely!"

My heart trembles when I think about that. Well, what did God say to Moses when he asked Him that question? God said, "No man can see me and live." It is impossible for a man in human flesh to behold me completely, in My essential Being, and LIVE! I cannot do it, Moses. It is impossible for me to reveal Myself to the best man in the world. But God said, "Moses, I'll tell you what I will do. There is one thing I can do. I'll put you in the cleft of the rock, and I will pass by. You will be able to see My glory, but not My essential Glory." So God put him in the cleft of the rock, put His Big Hand over Him, passed by, and took His Hand away, and God's Word says that Moses saw the rearward of the Lord as He was passing by. And that Glory was so tremendous that it smote Moses on the face, and when Moses came down the mountain to witness to the Children of Israel, they couldn't stand his presence! They fled from his presence! Moses had to put a veil over his face, because of the Glory of the Divine Presence that had smote him upon the face.

That passage is true today. Man cannot see God, in the flesh, and live. That is why First Corinthians 15 says that flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. That doesn't mean that we won't have flesh over there; Jesus has flesh. But it won't be the human flesh as we have it now. Human flesh as we know it now cannot see God, flesh as we have it now, sinful flesh, not perfected. It is impossible. So God cannot let even the best soul on earth see Him in all His Glory. When Jesus comes, we will see God as He is, for then we have our new bodies. But thank God, we CAN see God today, in part, enough for the salvation of our souls, enough to whet our appetites to see Him in His essential, complete Glory! When Jesus comes, we will suddenly be transformed. This corruptible will put on incorruption, and this mortal put on immortality. We will be caught up into the air to meet the Lord, and we will see God then as we cannot see Him now.

In the person of Jesus Christ, God came down to walk this earth. God came to us in human flesh. Now WHY did Jesus come? He came to REVEAL THE FATHER. He came to reveal the Heart of God, and that believing in Him we might be saved.

In Hebrews we read, "God, at sundry times and in divers manners, spake unto the fathers and to the prophets. But He hath spoken unto US in a SON." God's Message is His Son. God has sent us His Son. That was the closest He could come to us. The only way we could see the Father was for Jesus to come, in human form. Our eyes are finite, human, unable to look upon God. We cannot completely behold God. The Father had to "tone Himself down," so to speak, so that He could reveal Himself to men, or we could never have seen Him or known Him.  
And so Jesus came. And we read in that same chapter one of Hebrews that Jesus is the Brightness of God's Glory. Now the Greek word for "brightness" means literally, "effulgence." It means "the rays." Let us use the illustration of the sun. You cannot see the sun. You go out and look at the sun and you say you see the sun; but you do not see the actual sun. You see emanations from the sun. You see the rays of the sun. You cannot look at the sun itself, for if you did, it would blind you and you'd never see again. So it is with God. No man can see GOD. No man could stand it! But thank God, Jesus came as the Brightness of God, the effulgence, the rays, emanating from God. Jesus is God‑--may I say it reverently--‑"toned down" to our vision, so that we can see God. And that is why Jesus had to become a man. There is the necessity of the Incarnation, God in human flesh. God came down and walked among men, a literal Man. And He went all the way to the Cross and DIED, that we may know that God loves us, that He does love us that He is a Father Who looks after us when we trust ourselves to Him. That is why Jesus came.

John, in the First Epistle of John, makes the amazing statement, "That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled of the Word of Life." The apostles of old hear the very voice of God, with their human ears. They saw the very person of God Himself, with their human eyes. And their hands handled the actual Message of Life! CHRIST was the Message of Life to man. That Message came in human form. Their ears heard, their eyes saw, and their hands touched GOD, in human flesh! For man to know God, God had to become human flesh. There was no other way. He went to the Cross to reveal that He loved us and was Himself our Salvation. That's the most wonderful story I know anything about! How wonderful it is! How glorious it is!

A beautiful story is told of Jennie Lind, the famous singer. She was singing in the opera in London. A musician, who had been led from the path of right by strong drink, had gone down and down, till, poverty‑stricken and ragged, he was a wanderer on the face of the earth. He saw the sign that Jennie Lind was to sing. Now it happened that the man, Max Bronsdon, had been a school mate of Jennie Lind, and in his boyhood he had had as high ambitions and dreams as she. But sin had dragged him down, while she in her purity had mounted up with wings, as eagles. As Max Bronsdon stood there at the door, he heard the ringing trill of her voice. It deeply stirred him, and though he was penniless, he determined to enter and hear that voice once more. He watched for a chance. A crowd of richly dressed men and women was passing in. He rushed into the throng, evaded the ticket agent and gained entrance. In the shadows he crouched and listened. Like a poor, starved flower, this man with his sensitive musical temperament drank in the showers of glorious music that filled that great auditorium. At last, when the climax came, and the tempest of applause made the house tremble, he forgot all. He forgot that he was a wandering vagabond. He forgot the throng and the lights, all except that this was the little barefoot girl of his boyhood, now a queen among men! He rushed to her and cried, "Jennie, my little Jennie! I told you so! I said that you'd rule the world with your voice! Speak to me, and tell me that you remember--‑."

"Put him out! Put him out!" shouted the multitude. "Away with him!' Strong arms seized him, and would have hurled him out into the darkness, but her sweet voice said, "Spare him and let me hear him. What is it?” Max Bronsdon looked up. Like an angel of light she stood above him. "Forgive me, Madam," he cried, "I was passing and heard your voice. I stole my way in. It seemed I had a right to listen. Once the birds and I were your only audience, yet when I told you that one day you'd be great, you seemed glad of my praise, though I was only Max, the blacksmith's son."

Bending over him, Jennie Lind cried, "Max Bronsdon, my first and truest friend, stand, and let this vast throng look upon you! It was he," said she, "that first created in my heart the ambition to become great. My stage was a forest log. He showered upon me wild flowers, which I prized more than I now prize the jewels and rare gifts which are emblems of my triumph this night. Rise, my friend," she said, "and be worthy of the trust and confidence I'll ever give you in all the future years. I have struggled and conquered all difficulties. It is not too late. Be no longer a vagabond, as you say you are, but be a man worthy of my friendship." The astonished man could scarcely speak. But at last, with hoarse earnestness, he uttered the words, "With God's help, I will."

Years afterward, Max Bronsdon, describing the wondrous scene said, "The house had been silent as death, then it suddenly burst into tumultuous applause and the curtain fell. I left that place a new man, with new aspirations, new courage. And in all the years since that night, I have been, by God's help, a conqueror of sin. I have lived true to my words."

If Jennie Lind, by her graciousness and mercy given her of God, could inspire that poor, dissipated man to cast away the rags of sin and try again for a noble manhood, to encourage him to take his harp down from the willows where he had hung it in despair, and set it again to music and gladness, WHAT CANNOT JESUS CHRIST DO with your heart and life, if you will but yield to Him just now?

Will you yield to Him and let Him make of you what you could never be without Him? The same God who spake to Moses, Who came down in the Person of Jesus Christ, is now living above and He will hear you if you call upon Him, earnestly and sincerely. If you are not saved, turn your soul over to Him for salvation. Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

If you are already a believer in Christ but out of fellowship with Him, remember that God loves you, and wants more than anything else the fellowship and love of His own. The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth from all sin. Will you yield yourself to Him this moment and begin a new to walk with Him? Remember, life is short, and all that will matter is the time we spent with, and for, the Lord! Will you do it?
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